Committee on Disciplinary Rules and
Referenda Proposed Rule Changes
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Rule 1.01. Competent and Diligent Representation
The Committee on Disciplinary Rules and Referenda, or CDRR, was created by Government Code section 81.0872 and is responsible
for overseeing the initial process for proposing a disciplinary rule. Pursuant to Government Code section 81.0876, the committee
publishes the following proposed rule. The committee will accept comments concerning the proposed rule through May 1, 2019.
Comments can be submitted at texasbar.com/CDRR. A public hearing on the proposed rule will be held at 10:30 a.m. on April 18, 2019,
at the Texas Law Center.

Proposed Rule (Redline Version)

Proposed Rule (Clean Version)

Rule 1.01. Competent and Diligent Representation

Rule 1.01. Competent and Diligent Representation

(a) A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client.
Competent representation requires the legal knowledge, skill,
thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary for the
representation.

(a) A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client.
Competent representation requires the legal knowledge, skill,
thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary for the
representation.

(b) A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in
representing a client.

(b) A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in
representing a client.

(c)(a) A lawyer shall not accept or continue employment in a legal
matter which the lawyer knows or should know is beyond the
lawyer’s competence, unless:

(c) A lawyer shall not accept or continue employment in a legal
matter which the lawyer knows or should know is beyond the
lawyer's competence, unless:

(1) another lawyer who is competent to handle the matter is,
with the prior informed consent of the client, associated in
the matter; or

(1) another lawyer who is competent to handle the matter is,
with the prior informed consent of the client, associated in
the matter; or

(2) the advice or assistance of the lawyer is reasonably
required in an emergency and the lawyer limits the advice
and assistance to that which is reasonably necessary in the
circumstances.

(2) the advice or assistance of the lawyer is reasonably
required in an emergency and the lawyer limits the advice
and assistance to that which is reasonably necessary in the
circumstances.

(d)(b) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not:

(d) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not:

(1) neglect a legal matter entrusted to the lawyer; or

(1) neglect a legal matter entrusted to the lawyer; or

(2) frequently fail to carry out completely the obligations that
the lawyer owes to a client or clients.

(2) frequently fail to carry out completely the obligations that
the lawyer owes to a client or clients.

(e)(c) As used in this Rule, “neglect” signifies inattentiveness
involving a conscious disregard for the responsibilities owed to a
client or clients.

(e) As used in this Rule, “neglect” signifies inattentiveness involving
a conscious disregard for the responsibilities owed to a client or
clients.

