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December 18, 2019 

Mr. Lewis Kinard, Chair 
Committee on Disciplinary Rules and Referenda 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
Dear Chairman Kinard: 
 Pursuant to Sec. 87.0875(c)(3) of the Texas Government Code, the Commission for Lawyer 
Discipline (CFLD) respectfully requests that the Committee on Disciplinary Rules and Referenda (CDRR) 
initiate the rule proposal process and consider certain amendments to (1) Rule 1.05 of the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct (TDRPC); and (2) TDRPC Rule 8.03(f), along with Rule 1.06 
and/or Rule 9.01 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure (TRDP).    

I. TDRPC Rule 1.05 and the Suicidal Client 

Suicide and threats of suicide are not unusual in legal matters - particularly in emotionally charged, 
high-conflict cases involving divorce, child custody, and domestic violence. According to calls to the 
Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel (CDC) ethics helpline, lawyers involved in these types of cases 
frequently encounter clients who are contemplating suicide, causing the lawyer to wrestle with his/her 
moral obligation to try to stop the client from committing the act and his/her ethical obligations to maintain 
client confidentiality under Rule 1.05. Although Rule 1.05 includes exceptions permitting and/or requiring 
the disclosure of confidential information to prevent a client from committing a criminal or fraudulent act 
under certain circumstances, under Texas law, suicide is neither a crime nor a fraudulent act. Therefore, 
under Rule 1.05 as it is currently drafted, an attorney risks violating Rule 1.05 by disclosing confidential 
information he/she believes is necessary to prevent a client from committing suicide. 

Many lawyers who have encountered this situation have told CDC ethics attorneys that they would 
be willing to risk discipline in order to attempt to prevent a client from committing suicide. Others have 
indicated that revealing a client’s confidential information in an effort to prevent the client from 
committing suicide would not be worth the risk. All agree that bringing clarity and certainty to the rule 
would be helpful.  

Additionally, although some may argue that a client threatening suicide may be likely to utilize 
criminally prohibited methods to carry out such an act (thereby potentially authorizing disclosure), a 
lawyer's ability to act should not turn on this fact-specific and unsettled analysis, particularly in a situation 
in which time may be of the essence. 
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Rule 1.05(c)(7) governs the permissive disclosure of confidential information to prevent a criminal 
or fraudulent act by a client, while Rule 1.05(e) governs mandatory disclosure of information necessary 
to prevent a criminal or fraudulent act by a client. The following suggested amendments to Rule 1.05 
would address the current gap regarding a client contemplating suicide. 

 

 

II. Reciprocal Discipline for Federal Court or Federal Agency Discipline. 

Currently, the CDC does not have express authority to issue reciprocal discipline against an 
attorney who has been sanctioned, suspended, or disbarred from practicing in federal court, including a 
bankruptcy or immigration court. Under TDRP Rule 1.06(CC)(2), reciprocal discipline may be pursued 
for attorney misconduct that results in discipline issued in another state or in the District of Columbia. 
Though federal judges and federal agencies, such as the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR), 
do not sanction attorneys with great frequency, attorneys licensed in Texas should not be able to avoid 
reporting federal court discipline to the CDC under TDRPC Rule 8.03(f), nor should they be able to avoid 
reciprocal discipline in Texas, when such discipline is warranted to protect the public.  
 

 

TDRPC Rule 8.03(f) reads as follows: 
A lawyer who has been disciplined by the attorney-regulatory agency of another jurisdiction must 
notify the chief disciplinary counsel within 30 days of the date of the order or judgment. The notice 
must include a copy of the order or judgment. 

1.05(c) A lawyer may reveal confidential information: 

… 

(7) When the lawyer has reason to believe it is necessary to do so in order to prevent the client from 
committing a criminal or fraudulent act, or any other act that is likely to result in death or 
substantial bodily harm to a person, including the client, regardless of whether it constitutes a 
criminal act. 

… 

1.05(e) When a lawyer has confidential information clearly establishing that a client is likely to commit 
a criminal or fraudulent an act that is likely to result in death or substantial bodily harm to a person, 
including the client, the lawyer shall reveal confidential information to the extent revelation 
reasonably appears necessary to prevent the client from committing the criminal or fraudulent act. 
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Addressing this gap could be accomplished in several ways: (1) amend TDRP Rule 9.01 to include 
the following language - “…an attorney licensed to practice law in Texas has been disciplined in another 
jurisdiction state, by a federal court, or by a federal agency…”; (2) amend TDRP Rule 1.06(CC)(2) to 
include the following language – “Attorney conduct that occurs in another state, a federal court, before 
a federal agency, or in the District of Columbia…”; (3) amend TDRPC Rule 8.03(f) to add the following 
language – “…the attorney-regulatory agency of another jurisdiction, including a federal court or 
federal agency, …”; or (4) add a separate definition under TDRP Rule 1.06 for “other jurisdiction” that 
would include federal courts and federal agencies. This change would enable the CDC to rely on orders 
or judgments of discipline issued by federal courts and agencies to more effectively address attorney 
misconduct without having to separately prove the underlying allegations and without the risk that the 
statute of limitations bars a new action for the underlying misconduct.  
 On behalf of the Commission and the Chief Disciplinary Counsel, we thank you in advance for 
your consideration of these proposed changes.  

Please contact us if you need additional information or have any questions or concerns.  
 

     Respectfully yours, 

           
     Noelle Reed, Chair 
     Commission for Lawyer Discipline 

TRDP Rule 9.01 reads as follows: 
Orders From Other Jurisdictions: Upon receipt of information indicating that an attorney licensed 
to practice law in Texas has been disciplined in another jurisdiction, the Chief Disciplinary Counsel 
shall diligently seek to obtain a certified copy of the order or judgment of discipline from the other 
jurisdiction, and file it with the Board of Disciplinary Appeals along with a petition requesting that 
the attorney be disciplined in Texas. A certified copy of the order or judgment is prima facie evidence 
of the matters contained therein, and a final adjudication in another jurisdiction that an attorney 
licensed to practice law in Texas has committed Professional Misconduct is conclusive for the 
purposes of a Disciplinary Action under this Part, subject to the defenses set forth in Rule 9.04 below. 


