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MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINARY RULES AND REFERENDA 
 

December 2, 2020 
By Teleconference 

 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Chair M. Lewis Kinard; Timothy D. Belton; Amy Bresnen; Claude Ducloux; 
Rick Hagen; Professor Vincent Johnson; W. Carl Jordan; Karen Nicholson. 
 
Members Not Present: Hon. Dennise Garcia. 
 
State Bar of Texas Staff Present: Seana Willing, Chief Disciplinary Counsel; Brad Johnson, 
Disciplinary Rules and Referenda Attorney; Cory Squires, Staff Liaison. 
 
A.  CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 
 
Mr. Squires called the roll and a quorum was present. Mr. Kinard called the meeting to order at 
10:03 a.m. 
 
B.  COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Mr. Kinard congratulated Mr. Ducloux and Professor Johnson on their reappointments for another 
term on the Committee. Mr. Kinard noted that he was also reappointed to the Committee and 
designated to serve as chair for another year. Mr. Kinard explained that the Committee accomplished 
a significant amount of work in 2020, including the recommendation of seven rule proposals to the 
State Bar of Texas Board of Directors and the holding of nine public hearings. Mr. Kinard thanked 
all of the Committee members for their time and efforts. Mr. Kinard noted that the Committee is 
moving toward the first rules vote in a decade. Mr. Kinard thanked the Board of Directors and the 
Supreme Court of Texas for their thoughtful consideration, support, and action leading up to the 
February 2021 rules vote. Mr. Kinard emphasized that the Committee truly appreciates and values 
the important feedback provided by members of the Bar and the general public. Mr. Kinard 
encouraged members of the Bar and the general public to stay involved and to keep providing 
comments as the Committee publishes new proposals in the future.  
 
Mr. Kinard noted that Committee members will be doing a significant amount of outreach over the 
next three months to help educate the Bar membership on the nature of the proposed rule changes. 
Mr. Kinard explained that he, Ms. Bresnen, Mr. Ducloux, Professor Vincent Johnson, and Mr. Brad 
Johnson recently filmed a CLE presentation, and that Committee members will take part in a number 
of other events. Mr. Kinard noted that more information is available at texasbar.com/rulesvote. Mr. 
Kinard explained that a free hour of ethics CLE credit is available for attorneys who register for 
certain State Bar events. Mr. Kinard also noted that Committee members will be giving presentations 
to local bar associations. 
 
C.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 
Mr. Kinard addressed the Committee on this agenda item. Ms. Bresnen made a motion to approve 
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the minutes of the November 4, 2020, meeting. Mr. Belton seconded the motion. The Committee 
voted in favor of the motion. 
 
D.  COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Mr. Kinard addressed the Committee on this agenda item. Mr. Kinard explained that, if approved, 
the report would be submitted to the State Bar Board of Directors and Supreme Court of Texas in 
early January 2021. Mr. Ducloux made a motion to approve the report subject to any necessary 
statistical updates and incorporation of a Zoom photo from the meeting. Ms. Nicholson seconded 
the motion. The Committee voted in favor of the motion. 
 
E.  2021 COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Mr. Kinard explained that the Committee previously approved the 2021 meeting schedule. Mr. 
Kinard noted that the Committee originally voted not to hold a January 2021 meeting due to the 
significant amount of outreach and education that will be taking place related to the 2021 rules vote, 
but subsequently decided to revisit whether to hold a January 2021 meeting. Mr. Kinard noted that 
the February 2021 meeting could be considered the Committee’s quarterly meeting. Ms. Bresnen 
responded with comments. The Committee did not take action on this agenda item. The Committee 
will not hold a January 2021 meeting due to the significant outreach efforts by Committee members 
during that timeframe. The Committee will schedule its September 2021 meeting at a later date. 
 
F.  PROPOSED RULE TIMELINES 
 
Mr. Kinard asked Brad Johnson whether there were any timeline issues that needed to be discussed. 
Mr. Johnson addressed the Committee regarding proposed rule timelines. Mr. Johnson noted that the 
Committee previously discussed revisiting the subjects of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct (TDRPC) terminology, the sale of a law practice, and possible proposed 
amendments to Rules 5.08 and 8.04, TDRPC, at its next meeting, which is scheduled for February 
2021. 
 
G.  AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETINGS 
 
Mr. Kinard explained that the rules vote will be underway when the Committee meets in February 
2021. Mr. Kinard noted that the Committee will take up the subjects just described by Mr. Johnson 
at that meeting. Mr. Kinard asked whether anyone had additional items to add to the February 2021 
meeting agenda. Mr. Ducloux suggested a report of the number of bar associations that the Committee 
has reached out to and the number of informational articles published. Mr. Ducloux explained that 
he is looking forward to presenting to lawyers around the state and that he is proud of the quality of 
the 2021 rules vote package. Mr. Kinard expressed his agreement. Mr. Kinard noted the significant 
number of requests for presentations and that he expects there will be additional requests. Ms. 
Nicholson asked a question about presentations and Mr. Kinard responded with comments. 
 
H.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Kinard thanked everyone for joining the meeting. Mr. Ducloux made a motion to adjourn. Group 
photos were taken. Mr. Belton seconded the motion to adjourn. The Committee voted in favor of 
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the motion. The meeting adjourned at 10:19 a.m. 


