DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

REINSTATEMENT

ALEXANDRA I. SMOOTS [#24035470],
of Houston, filed a petition in the 113th
District Court in Harris County for
reinstatement as a member of the State Bar
of Texas.

BODA

On January 5, 2026, the Board of
Disciplinary Appeals entered an agreed
judgment of suspension in the reciprocal
discipline case against Indianapolis,
Indiana, attorney ZACHARY SCOTT KESTER
[#24126475]. On September 26, 2025, a
published order finding misconduct and
imposing discipline was entered by the
Indiana Supreme Court, in Case No. 24S-
DI-153, styled In the Matter of> Zachary S.
Kester, in which the court found Kester in
violation of Indiana Professional Conduct
Rules 1.5(a) (unreasonable fee), 3.1
(asserting a position for which there is no
non-frivolous basis in law or fact), 8.4(a)
(attempting to charge an unreasonable
fee), and 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to
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the administration of justice). Kester was
suspended for 60 days. By agreement, he
is suspended from the practice of law in
Texas for 60 days, beginning January 5,
2026, and extending through March 6,
2026. BODA Case No. 72180.

On December 9, 2025, the Board
of Disciplinary Appeals entered an
agreed interlocutory order of suspension
against Dallas attorney CHARLIE CARR
[#24118809]. On February 11, 2025,

a judgment of conviction by jury was
entered in Cause No. 296-85717-2023,
styled The State of lexas v. Charlie Andrea
Carr, in the 296th District Court, Collin
County, wherein Carr was found guilty of
sexual assault, in violation of Texas Penal
Code § 22.011(a)(1), a second-degree
felony. This offense is an intentional and
serious crime as defined in the Texas
Rules of Disciplinary Procedure. Carr
was sentenced to 10 years in the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice. Carr
has appealed his criminal conviction

to the 5th Court of Appeals in Dallas.
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The board retains jurisdiction to enter a
final judgment if the criminal conviction
becomes final. BODA Case No. 72208.

DISBARMENTS

On October 9, 2025, NICKOLAS
ANTHONY SPENCER [#24102529], of
Houston, received a default judgment
of disbarment effective October 20,
2025. An evidentiary panel of the
District 4 Grievance Committee found
that Spencer, in representing his client,
neglected the legal matter entrusted to
him; failed to keep his client reasonably
informed about the status of the matter
and failed to promptly comply with
reasonable requests for information; and
failed, after termination of representation,
to take steps to the extent reasonably
practicable to protect his client’s interests,
such as giving reasonable notice to his
client, allowing time for employment of
other counsel, surrendering papers and
property to which his client was entitled,
and refunding any advance payments of
fees that had not been earned.

Spencer violated Rules 1.03(a),
1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered
to pay $1,200 in restitution and $1,990 in
attorneys’ fees and costs.

On October 9, 2025, NICKOLAS
ANTHONY SPENCER [#24102529], of
Houston, received a default judgment
of disbarment effective October 20,

2025. An evidentiary panel of the

District 4 Grievance Committee found
that Spencer failed, after termination of
representation, to take steps to the extent
reasonably practicable to protect his
client’s interests, such as giving reasonable
notice to his client, allowing time for
employment of other counsel, surrendering
papers and property to which his client
was entitled, and refunding any advance
payments of fees that had not been earned.

Spencer violated Rules 1.15(a)(3),
1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered
to pay $4,700 in restitution and $1,990 in
attorneys’ fees and costs.

RESIGNATION

On January 16, 2026, the Supreme
Court of Texas accepted the resignation,
in lieu of discipline, of JO E. SHAW
JR. [#18162000], of Houston. At the
time of his resignation, there was one
pending disciplinary action alleging that
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Shaw neglected his client’s cases and
frequently failed to carry out completely
his obligations to his client. Shaw also
failed to keep his client reasonably
informed about the status of his cases,
failed to promptly comply with his client’s
reasonable requests for information, and
failed to explain matters to the extent
reasonably necessary to permit his client
to make informed decisions regarding the
representation. Additionally, Shaw failed to
refund advance payments of fees that had
not been earned and furthermore, failed to
respond to the grievance.

Shaw allegedly violated Rules 1.01(b)
(1), 1.01(b)(2), 1.03(a), 1.03(b), 1.16(d),
and 8.04(a)(8).

SUSPENSIONS

On December 17, 2025, JOE LUIS
LUNA [#12688900], of Crystal City,
accepted a five-year fully probated
suspension effective January 1, 2026,
and ending on December 31, 2030. An
evidentiary panel of the District 12
Grievance Committee found that Luna
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neglected client matters, failed to keep
clients reasonably informed and promptly
comply with reasonable requests for
information, failed to explain legal
matters to the extent reasonably necessary
to permit his clients to make informed
decisions regarding their representation,
failed to memorialize a contingent fee
agreement in writing, and failed to take
steps to the extent reasonably practicable
to protect the client’s interests upon

the termination of the representation,
including giving reasonable notice and
surrendering papers and property to which
the client is entitled.

Luna violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), 1.03(b), 1.04(d), and 1.15(d). He
agreed to pay $4,000 in attorneys fees and
direct expenses.

On January 15, 2026, STEPHANIE
RENEE HOLAN [#24093618], of Austin,
received an agreed judgment of fully
probated suspension beginning February
1, 2026, and ending on January 31, 2027.
An investigatory panel of the District
6 Grievance Committee found that

ATTORNE

Holan was hired by the complainant for
representation in a family law matter and
that Holan neglected the legal matter
entrusted to her and frequently failed to
carry out completely the obligations she
owed to the complainant; accepted and
continued employment in representing
the complainant in a matter that she
knew was beyond her competence; and
failed to keep the complainant reasonably
informed about the status of a matter and
to explain a matter to the extent reasonably
necessary to permit the complainant to
make informed decisions regarding the
representation.

Holan violated Rules 1.01(a), 1.01(b),
1.03(a), and 1.03(b). She was ordered
to pay $750 in attorneys’ fees and direct
expenses.

On January 13, 2026, JAMES ERICK
BEAM [#24066639], of Wichita Falls,
received a fully probated six-month
suspension effective January 1, 2026, and
ending on June 30, 2026. An evidentiary
panel of the District 14 Grievance
Committee found that in a contested
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probate matter, Beam failed to timely
respond to written discovery requests,
resulting in a motion for summary
judgment based on deemed admissions.
Beam failed to advise the complainant of
the nature of the MS]J hearing. Without
the complainant’s knowledge or consent,
Beam affixed the complainant’s signature
to the motion to substitute counsel,
motion to withdraw deemed admissions,
and motion for continuance of summary
judgment hearing. The court granted
the motion to substitute, denied the
motion to withdraw deemed admissions,
denied the motion for continuance, and
granted summary judgment in favor of
the opposing party. During this time,
the complainant’s numerous attempts to
communicate with Beam went largely
unanswered. Beam failed to provide

an accounting upon the complainants
request and failed to keep the advanced fee
paid by the client separate from his own
property. Beam failed to return unearned
fees in a timely manner. Beam also failed
to file a response to the grievance.

Beam violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), 1.14(a), 1.14(b), 1.15(d), 3.02,
3.03(a)(1), 8.04(a)(3), and 8.04(a)(8). He
was ordered to pay $2,686 in attorneys’
fees and direct expenses.

On January 13, 2026, JAMES ERICK
BEAM, of Wichita Falls, received a fully
probated 12-month suspension effective
January 1, 2026, and ending on December
31, 2026. An evidentiary panel of the
District 14 Grievance Committee found
that in representing the complainant in a
civil litigation matter, Beam failed to notify
the complainant that an Anti-SLAPP
motion to dismiss had been filed by the
opposing party. Beam failed to respond in
any way to the Anti-SLAPP motion. The
court granted the Anti-SLAPP motion,
dismissed the complainant’s petition with
prejudice, and imposed a $10,000 attorney
fee award against the complainant.

Beam also failed to file a response to the
grievance.

Beam violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), 1.03(b), and 8.04(a)(8). He was
ordered to pay $4,960 in attorney’s fees
and direct expenses.

PUBLIC REPRIMAND

On December 31, 2025, CESAR A.
AMADOR [#01136040], of Brownsville,
accepted a public reprimand. An
investigatory panel of the District 12
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Grievance Committee found that Amador
failed to correct a misapprehension known
by him that arose in connection with a
disciplinary matter.

Amador violated Rule 8.01(b). He
agreed to pay $750 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses.

PRIVATE REPRIMANDS

Listed here is a breakdown of Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
violations for two attorneys, with the
number in parentheses indicating the

frequency of the violation. Please note that
an attorney may be reprimanded for more
than one rule violation.

1.01(b)(1)—In representing a client,
a lawyer shall not neglect a legal matter
entrusted to the lawyer (2).

1.01(b)(2)—In representing a client, a
lawyer shall not frequently fail to carry out
completely the obligations that the lawyer
owes to a client or clients (1).

1.03(a)—A lawyer shall keep a client
reasonably informed about the status
of a matter and promptly comply with
reasonable requests for information (2). T84
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