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MEMORIALS

REX WAYNE EASTERWOOD
Easterwood, 88, 
of Hereford, 
died November 
27, 2024. He 
received his law 
degree from St. 
Mary’s University 
School of Law 
and was admitted 
to the Texas Bar 

in 1969, passing the bar on the first 
try. Easterwood served in the U.S. 
Army. He was a partner in Easterwood, 
Boyd & Simmons in Hereford. 
He was a member of a Texas Bar 
grievance committee, was involved 
in the community as president of the 
Hereford Chamber of Commerce and 
as a member of the board of directors 
of the Harrington Cancer Center, and 
was a charter member of the Fellowship 
of Believers. Easterwood is survived by 
his wife of 67 years, Shirley Easterwood; 
brother, Paul Easterwood; sisters, Ellen 
Madrid, Carla Beckman, and Sue 
Martinez; and one grandson.  

BENNETT WILSON CERVIN
Cervin, 86, of 
Dallas, died 
September 1, 2025. 
He received his law 
degree from the 
University of Texas 
School of Law 
and was admitted 
to the Texas Bar 
in 1969. Cervin 

served in the U.S. Air Force from 1961 
to 1991, retiring as a colonel. He was a 
briefing attorney for Supreme Court of 
Texas Chief Justice Robert W. Calvert 
from 1969 to 1970 and an attorney 
with Thompson & Knight, formerly 
Thompson, Knight, Simmons & 
Bullion, from 1970 to 2021. Cervin 
was certified in labor and employment 
law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in 1975 as a member of 
the inaugural group of Texas lawyers 
recognized by TBLS, endowed the Alto 
B. Cervin Chair in Law at Texas Law 
in honor and memory of his father, 

and was a fellow of the College of 
Labor and Employment Lawyers. He 
is remembered for his love of his wife, 
children, and grandchildren; and for 
enjoying designing, constructing, and 
repairing things. Cervin is survived 
by his wife of 58 years, Barbara 
Weddington Cervin; son, William 
Bennett Cervin; daughters, Margaret 
Eugenia Cervin and Carole Anne 
Cervin Axley; sister, Nita-Carol Cervin 
Miskovitch; and five grandchildren. 

JON ROGER BAUMAN
Bauman, 87, 
of Dallas, died 
September 24, 
2025. He received 
his law degree 
from Southern 
Methodist 
University School 
of Law and was 
admitted to the 

Texas Bar in 1967. Bauman was a 
partner in Baker & McKenzie, practicing 
international corporate law in Houston 
and Dallas before retiring to pursue 
writing. He authored The Sovereigns 
and the Admiral: A Biography of Isabel, 
Ferdinand and Columbus; Santa Fe 
Passage; and Pioneering a Global Vision: 
The Story of Baker & McKenzie. Bauman 
is remembered for being inquisitive, 
dependable, and pragmatic. He is 
survived by his wife, Lou; daughters, 
Susan and Lea; and two grandchildren.

KEITH CLARK CARTER
Carter, 100, of 
Georgetown, died 
September 16, 
2025. He received 
his law degree from 
the University 
of Texas School 
of Law and was 
admitted to the 
Texas Bar in 1950. 

Carter served in the U.S. Army from 
1943 to 1945, receiving the Bronze Star 
Medal and Purple Heart. He was a title 
man with the Land Department of the 
Continental Oil Company in Houston 

from 1952 to 1964; contract supervisor 
of Continental Oil Company’s CAGC 
Marine Region in Houston from 1964 
to 1981; senior lecturer of oil and gas 
law and business law at the University 
of Texas Graduate School of Business 
in Austin from 1981 to 1990; and a 
coordinator of the Petroleum Land 
Management Program at the University 
of Texas in Austin from 1981 to 1990. 
Carter was a member of the Phi Delta 
Phi legal fraternity at the University of 
Texas. He is remembered for his honesty 
and integrity, his love of music, and 
his love of golf. Carter is survived by 
his wife of 74 years, Ghita Brockway 
Carter; son, Steve Carter; daughters, 
Jamie Carter Bollich and Julie Carter; 
six grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren.

RICKY DALE PURCELL
Purcell, 76, of 
Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, died 
September 5, 
2025. He received 
his law degree 
from South Texas 
College of Law 
and was admitted 
to the Texas Bar in 

1974. Purcell was also a member of the 
New Mexico Bar. He was a partner in 
Rowley, Bowen & Purcell in Tucumcari, 
New Mexico, from 1975 to 1992; 
Tucumcari city attorney from 1975 to 
1992; and judge of the 10th Judicial 
District in New Mexico from 1992 
until his retirement in 2007. Purcell 
is remembered for being a musician, 
playing guitar and steel guitar with his 
bands the Rain, the Mesquite Band, 
and the Rocker Riders; raising quarter 
horses and thoroughbred horses and 
enjoying calf roping and ranching; and 
being a tremendous granddad, proudly 
supporting his nine grandchildren at all 
of their games, rodeos, and activities. He 
is survived by his wife of 54 years, Peggy 
Purcell; sons, attorney Lance E. Purcell 
and Chris D. Purcell; daughter, Payton 
Darrow; sisters, Debi Ware and Tonya 
Cornett; and nine grandchildren.

Submit a memorial at texasbar.com/memorials or call 512-427-1830.
For information on closing a deceased attorney’s practice, go to texasbarpractice.com/law-practice-management/close/.
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JEFF SKARDA
Skarda, 81, of 
Houston, died 
September 28, 
2025. He received 
his law degree 
from Columbia 
Law School and 
was admitted 
to the Texas Bar 
in 1970. Skarda 

was an attorney with the Prairie Street 
Collective in Houston from 1972 to 
1975; attorney with Gulf Coast Legal 
Foundation, later Lone Star Legal Aid, 
in Houston from 1975 to 1992; and an 
attorney in private practice in Houston 
from 1992 to 2022. He is remembered 
for his work in several areas of law, 
including welfare rights, Social Security, 
disability law, elder law, nursing home 
law, administrative law, and appellate 
law; working for better conditions for 
the children of Houston, collaborating 
with politicians, lay leaders, and church 
ladies, and arguing in the U.S. Supreme 
Court on behalf of the Houston Welfare 
Rights Organization; and for his 
generous support of colleagues through 
kindness and a quirky sense of humor. 
Skarda is survived by his wife of 20 
years, Penny Cerling; sons, Tom Skarda 
and Loren Skarda; daughters, New 
Jersey-based attorney Jennifer Skarda-
McCann; stepsons, Robert Bowen 
and Lewis Bowen; stepdaughter, Eave 
Andrews; four grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren.

JEB MCNEW
McNew, 78, of 
Georgetown, died 
October 17, 2025. 
He received his law 
degree from the 
University of Texas 
School of Law and 
was admitted to 
the Texas Bar in 
1983. McNew was 

also a member of the Colorado Bar. He 
was a partner in McNew & McNew in 
Greeley, Colorado, from 1980 to 1982, 
and in Nocona, Texas, from 1983 to 

2013; and Montague County attorney 
from 1988 to 2008. He is remembered 
for enjoying spoiling his many family 
pets and volunteering as a big dog 
walker at Living Grace Canine Ranch; 
for his lifetime dedication to daily 
physical fitness, including weightlifting, 
jogging, biking, and skiing; and for his 
love of Longhorns football. McNew is 
survived by his wife of 46 years, attorney 
Barbara Scherer McNew; daughter, 
Taylor McNew Beaulieu; and two 
grandchildren. 

DOUGLAS T. EMERSON
Emerson, 73, of 
Weatherford, died 
October 12, 2025. 
He received his 
law degree from 
California Western 
School of Law and 
was admitted to the 
Texas Bar in 1988. 
Emerson served 

in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1973 
to 1976. He was the owner of the Law 
Office of Douglas T. Emerson for more 
than 30 years. Emerson is remembered 
as a straight shooter; a firearm expert; 
and for his pursuits in karate, being 
promoted to grandmaster as a 9th 
degree black belt by Grandmaster J. 

Pat Burleson in 2015 and later being 
inducted into the Masters Hall of Fame 
and the International Black Belt Hall of 
Fame. He is survived by his wife of 32 
years, Charlotte Emerson, and daughter, 
Angela Emerson.

NEELEY CHARLES LEWIS
Lewis, 79, of 
College Station, 
died September 25, 
2025. He received 
his law degree from 
Baylor Law School 
and was admitted 
to the Texas Bar in 
1971. Lewis was 
owner of Neeley 

C. Lewis Attorney at Law in Bryan-
College Station from 1971 to 2025. 
He is a past chair of the Brazos County 
Democratic Party, past president of the 
Brazos County Bar Association, and 
state representative for the Texas House 
of Representatives District 14 during the 
68th Texas Legislature’s second called 
session. Lewis is remembered for his love 
of traveling, Texas A&M athletics, and 
politics. Lewis is survived by his wife, 
Rebecca Ruth Lewis; son, Stuart Barron 
Lewis; daughter, Rachel Ruth Lewis 
Moore; brother, Stuart Franklin Lewis; 
and five grandchildren. TBJ
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