DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

JUDICIAL ACTIONS
10 read the entire public sanctions, go ro
scjc.texas. gov.

On October 10, 2025, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public reprimand to NATALIA
“NATA” CORNELIO, judge of the 351st
Criminal District Court, Houston,
Harris County.

On October 20, 2025, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public reprimand to JENNIFER
EGGEN, judge of the Municipal Court,
Hereford, Deaf Smith County.

On October 20, 2025, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public warning to LORI GRAY,
judge of the 262nd District Court,
Houston, Harris County.

REINSTATEMENT

BILAL AHMED KHALEEQ (#24091271),
of Richardson, filed a petition in the
493rd District Court of Collin County
for reinstatement as a member of the
State Bar of Texas.

DISBARMENTS

On October 2, 2025, ANGEL
OTTONIEL CRUZ [#24048412], of Irving,
was disbarred. An evidentiary panel of
the District 6 Grievance Committee
found that in two cases, Cruz was hired
and paid in advance by complainants
for representation in their respective
family law mactters. In representing
the complainants, Cruz neglected the
legal matters entrusted to him when he
failed to perform any legal services for
either complainant. Cruz failed to keep
the complainants reasonably informed
about the status of their matters
and failed to promptly comply with
reasonable requests for information
from both complainants. Upon
termination of representation, Cruz
failed to refund both complainants
their advance payments of legal fees
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that had not been earned. Cruz failed
to file a response to either of the
grievances filed by complainants and
did not assert a privilege or other legal
ground for failure to do so.

Cruz violated Rules 1.01(b)
(1), 1.03(a), 1.15(d), and 8.04(a)
(8). He was ordered to pay $2,700 in
attorneys fees and direct expenses.

On October 31, 2025, HAMILTON
0. BARKSDALE [#01751800], of North
Richland Hills, was disbarred, effective
October 27, 2025. An evidentiary
panel of the District 7 Grievance
Committee found that in the first case,
on March 31, 2023, the complainant
hired Barksdale to represent him in
a criminal matter related to charges
for unauthorized use of a vehicle and
evading arrest. In representing the
complainant, Barksdale neglected
the legal matter entrusted to him
by performing little to no work
after the appearance. Barksdale
failed to keep the complainant
reasonably informed about the status
of his criminal matter and failed to
promptly comply with reasonable
requests for information from the
complainant. Upon termination of
representation, Barksdale failed to
refund advance payments of fees that
had not been earned. In the second
case, on January 25, 2023, Barksdale
made an appearance for a client in
an aggravated kidnapping matter. In
the course of the client’s criminal
macter, Barksdale took a position
that unreasonably delayed resolution
of the matter. Barksdale failed to
timely furnish to the Office of Chief
Disciplinary Counsel responses to the
grievances filed by both complainants
or other information as required by the
Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure.
Barksdale did not in good faith timely
assert a privilege or other legal ground
for failure to do so.

Barksdale violated Rules 1.01(b)
(1), 1.03(a), 1.15(d), 3.02, and 8.04(a)
(8). He was ordered to pay $6,500 in
restitution to the complainant and

$3,973 in attorneys’ fees and direct
expenses.

The appeal deadline is December
1, 2025.

RESIGNATIONS

On September 19, 2025, the
Supreme Court of Texas accepted
the resignation in lieu of discipline
of JOHN TRAVIS HICKS [#24076439],
of San Antonio. At the time of
his resignation, Hicks had seven
grievances pending alleging Hicks
neglected client matters, failed to
carry out completely the obligations
owed to a client, failed to keep a client
reasonably informed and promptly
comply with reasonably requests
for information, failed to properly
safeguard client funds, failed to hold
client funds separate from his own
property, failed to surrender papers
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and property to which the client was
entitled upon termination of the
representation, failed to refund any
advance payments of fees that had not
been earned, and failed to respond to
grievances in a timely manner.

Hicks allegedly violated Rules
1.01(b)(1), 1.01(b)(2), 1.03(a),
1.14(a), 1.14(b), 1.15(d), 1.16(d), and
8.04(a)(8).

On September 19, 2025, the
Supreme Court of Texas accepted
the resignation in lieu of discipline
of GARY WARREN SIBLEY [#18337700],
of Dallas. At the time of Sibley’s
resignation, there were five disciplinary
actions pending against him alleging
that Sibley neglected legal matters
entrusted to him and frequently failed
to carry out completely the obligations
owed to clients; failed to keep the
complainant reasonably informed
and failed to promptly comply with
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reasonable requests for information;
failed to explain the matter to the
extent reasonably necessary to permit
informed decisions; knowingly
acquired an ownership, possessory,
security, or other pecuniary interest
adverse to a client without fully
disclosing and transmitting the terms
of the transactions to his client in
writing, did not advise the client in
writing to seek independent advice
regarding the transaction or give an
opportunity to seek such advice, and
did not receive written consent for
the transaction; failed to promptly
notify his client about receiving
funds or deliver or account for such
funds; failed to return client property,
including unearned fees; failed to
timely furnish a response or other
information as required by the Texas
Rules of Disciplinary Procedure; and
engaged in the practice of law at a time
he was administratively suspended
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from the practice of law.

Sibley allegedly violated Rules
1.01(b)(1), 1.01(b)(2), 1.03(a),
1.03(b), 1.08(a), 1.15(d), 1.16(b),
8.04(a)(3), 8.04(a)(8), and 8.04(a)
(11).

SUSPENSIONS

On October 13, 2025, DOMINIQUE
DANIELLE ROSS NWAJEI [#24088137],
of Houston, received a three-year
partially probated suspension effective
November 1, 2025, with the first year
actively served and the remainder
probated. An evidentiary panel of the
District 4 Grievance Committee found
that Nwajei neglected her client’s
case, knowingly revealed her clients
confidential information, and failed to
refund unearned fees.

Nwajei violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.05(b)(1)(ii), and 1.15(d). She was
ordered to pay $7,500 in restitution
and $2,995 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses.

Nwajei has filed a notice of

appeal.

On October 8, 2025, JacK
GILBERT DUFFY JR. [#06168950], of
Haltom City, received a fully probated
suspension effective October 1, 2025,
and ending on March 31, 2026. An
investigatory hearing panel of the
District 7 Grievance Committee
found that Duffy provided letters of
protection to the complainant, who
provided medical services to several
of Duffy’s clients involving personal
injury cases. Dulfly received settlement
checks in his client’s cases but failed to
promptly deliver to the complainant
the funds he was entitled to receive
for his services. Duffy failed to hold
funds that were in his possession in
connection with the representations
separate from his own property. Duffy
failed to promptly deliver to the
complainant the funds he was entitled
to receive.

Dulffy violated Rules 1.14(a) and
1.14(b). He was ordered to pay $750
in attorneys’ fees and direct expenses.

Vol. 88, No. 11 @ Texas Bar Journal 947



DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

PUBLIC REPRIMAND

On September 26, 2025, KRISTINA
LAUREN HALL RENFRO [#24095829],
of Hallsville, received a default
judgment of public reprimand. An
evidentiary panel of the District 2
Grievance Committee found that the
complainant hired the law firm with
which Renfro worked on November
2, 2023, to represent the complainant
in a divorce matter. Renfro was
assigned by the firm and undertook
representation of the complainant from
date of hire until December 12, 2023,
when Renfro was replaced by the
firm as complainant’s counsel. Renfro
failed to perform any work on the
complainant’s matter. Renfro did not
communicate with the complainant
to inform her of case progress or to
discuss next steps despite multiple
attempts by the complainant to reach
Renfro. Renfro failed to furnish to the
Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel a
response to the complaint and did not
assert a privilege or other legal ground
for failure to do so.

Renfro violated Rules 1.01(b)
(1), 1.03(b), and 8.04(a)(8). She was
ordered to pay $1,760 in attorneys’
fees and direct expenses.

PRIVATE REPRIMANDS

Listed here is a breakdown
of Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct violations for
eight attorneys, with the number in
parentheses indicating the frequency
of the violation. Please note that an
attorney may be reprimanded for more
than one rule violation.

1.01(b)(1)—In representing a
client, a lawyer shall not neglect a legal
matter entrusted to the lawyer (3).

1.03(a)—A lawyer shall keep
a client reasonably informed about
the status of a matter and promptly
comply with reasonable requests for
information (3).

1.03(b)—Failing to explain a
legal matter to the extent reasonably
necessary to permit a client to make
informed decisions regarding the
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representation (1).

1.09(a)—A lawyer who has
formerly represented a client in a matter
shall not thereafter represent another
person in the same or a substantially
related matter in which that person’s
interests are materially adverse to the
interests of the former client unless the
former client gives informed consent,
confirmed in writing (1).

1.14(a)—A lawyer shall hold
funds and other property belonging
in whole or in part to clients or third
persons that are in a lawyer’s possession
in connection with a representation
separate from the lawyer’s own
property. Such funds shall be kept
in a separate account, designated
as a “trust” or “escrow” account,
maintained in the state where the
lawyer’s office is situated, or elsewhere
with the consent of the client or third
person. Other client property shall be
identified as such and appropriately

safeguarded. Complete records of such
account funds and other property shall
be kept by the lawyer and shall be
preserved for a period of five years after
termination of the representation (2).
1.15(a)—A lawyer shall hold
funds and other property belonging
in whole or in part to clients or third
persons that are in a lawyer’s possession
in connection with a representation
separate from the lawyer’s own
property. Such funds shall be kept in
a separate account, designated as a
trust or escrow account, maintained
in the state where the lawyer’s office is
situated, or elsewhere with the consent
of the client or third person. Other
client property shall be identified as
such and appropriately safeguarded.
Complete records of such account
funds and other property shall be kept
by the lawyer and shall be preserved
for a period of five years after
termination of the representation (2).
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1.15(b)—Upon receiving funds
or other property in which a client or
third person has an interest, a lawyer
shall promptly notify the client or
third person. Except as stated in this
rule or otherwise permitted by law
or by agreement with the client, a
lawyer shall promptly deliver to the
client or third person any funds or
other property that the client or third
person is entitled to receive and, upon
request by the client or third person,
shall promptly render a full accounting
regarding such property (1).

1.15(d)— Upon termination of
representation, a lawyer shall take steps
to the extent reasonably practicable
to protect a client’s interests, such as
giving reasonable notice to the client,
allowing time for employment of
other counsel, surrendering papers and
property to which the client is entitled
and refunding any advance payments
of fees that have not been earned. The
lawyer may retain papers relating to

the client to the extent permitted by
other law only if such retention will
not prejudice the client in the subject
macter of the representation (1).
1.16(d)—Upon termination of
representation, a lawyer shall take steps
to the extent reasonably practicable
to protect a client’s interests, such as
giving reasonable notice to the client,
allowing time for employment of
other counsel, surrendering papers and
property to which the client is entitled,
and refunding any advance payments
of fees that have not been earned. The
lawyer may retain papers relating to
the client to the extent permitted by
other law only if such retention will
not prejudice the client in the subject
macter of the representation (1).
4.04(b)(1)—Presenting,
participating in presenting, or
threatening to present criminal or
disciplinary charges solely to gain an
advantage in a civil matter (1).
8.04(a)(3)—A lawyer shall
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not engage in conduct involving
dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or
misrepresentation (1).

8.04(a)(8)—A lawyer shall not fail
to timely furnish to the Office of Chief
Disciplinary Counsel or a district
grievance committee a response or
other information as required by the
Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure,
unless he or she in good faith timely
asserts a privilege or other legal ground
for failure to do so (1). T84

On October 1, 2024, the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct were amended, and some rules
were renumbered. This may be reflected
by having two different rule numbers
with the same text.
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