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MOVERS AND SHAKERS

CENTRAL

CASE DONOVAN is now a senior associate 
of and JOHN GARCIA is now an associate 
of Cain & Skarnulis in Austin.

JOHN “J.” PIERATT and DANIELLE REYES are 
now partners in Holland & Knight in 
Austin.

MICHAEL CUPERO is now a senior attorney 
with Williams Caputo Injury Lawyers in 
Austin.

JEFF OLDHAM is now a partner in Jackson 
Walker in Austin.

D. RONALD “RON” RENEKER, previously 
with Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr, 
established Reneker PLLC at P.O. Box 
312, San Marcos 78667.

DAVID M. SKAWIN is now an associate of 
Spencer Fane in Austin. 

GULF

SORRELS LAW opened a new office at 6632 
Phelan Blvd., Ste. A, Beaumont 77706.

DABNEY PETTUS is now a partner in 
Schouest, Bamdas, Soshea, BenMaier & 
Eastham in Corpus Christi.

ALEXANDER R. PEREZ is now a shareholder 
in Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr in 
Houston.

R. KYLE HAWES is now a partner in 
Womble Bond Dickinson in Houston.

BERNARD MILLER is now an associate of 
Baker Donelson in Houston.

MICHAEL K. REER, of Ferguson Braswell 
Fraser Kubasta in Houston, is now head 
of the firm’s oil and gas practice.

A. BRANTON KOTCH, of Crain Caton & James 
in Houston, was appointed to the Houston 
Marathon Committee’s Hall of Fame. JOHN 

D. CLAYMAN is now senior counsel to, BRYANT 

E. PARKER is now of counsel to, JOHN ROGER 

COX is now a shareholder in, and AMELIA 

M. HARVEY and WILL J. ALEXANDER are now 
associates of the firm in Houston.

JONATHAN SAIKIN and ZACHARY I. 

ROSENBERG are now managing partners 
in, IAN K. ARMSTRONG is now a partner in, 
and ETHAN C. HUGHES, STEPHANIE GARCIA, 

and BRITTANY LING are now associates of 
Saikin Rosenberg in Houston. 

KEVIN A. BAKER is now an associate of 
Kean Miller in Houston.

BAILEY WATKINS is now senior counsel to 
Yetter Coleman in Houston. 

KELLY CONKLIN, JULIE COUNTISS, 
and MELISSA NICHOLSON STERNFELS 
established Conklin Countiss Sternfels at 
901 Heights Blvd., Houston 77008.

AJAY KETKAR is now senior counsel to 
Kelly Watkins McPheeters in Houston.

DENISE KURT, of the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission in 
Houston, was admitted as a member of 
the U.S. Supreme Court Bar.

ANNA C. CARRUTH is now an associate of 
Spencer Fane in Houston.

BRYCE KAUFMAN is now a partner in 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett in Houston.

NORTH

DIEGO J. PEÑA, of the Peña Arbitration 
& Mediation Group in Bedford, is now 
a member of the National Academy of 
Arbitrators.

JONATHAN A. CONE is now a partner in 
Eggleston King Davis in Weatherford. 

LARRY FOWLER is now senior counsel to 
and PAUL JOHNSON is now an attorney 
with Curnutt & Hafer in Arlington. 

EDWARD P. QUILLIN is now a partner in 
Chamblee Ryan in Dallas. 

BENJAMIN WEIBLE is now a partner in and 
DAVID GROSS is now an attorney with 
Iacuone McAllister Potter in Dallas. 

AUSTIN ESTELLE is now an associate of 
Underwood Law Firm in Fort Worth.

QUENTIN BROGDON, of Crain Brogdon in 
Dallas, received the Gene Cavin Award 

For more information or to submit a listing, go to texasbar.com/
moversandshakers or email tbj@texasbar.com.
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NLRG Client Obtains Favorable 
Settlement in Shipping Dispute:
An engineering company contracted 
with an Indiana carrier to ship 
sophisticated equipment from 
California to the shipper in Texas. The 
carrier’s tariff provided that any claim 
for damage during shipment had to be 
filed within 9 months after delivery. 
When the equipment was damaged en 
route, the shipper notified the carrier, 
within 9 months, that it sought to be 
reimbursed for the damage, and that 
the carrier should open a claim if it had 
not already done so, but the shipper did 
not provide specific information about 
the amount of the damage. The carrier 
would not settle the matter, arguing 
that the shipper’s claim was time-
barred because it was not filed within 
9 months with the specificity required 
by the tariff, Carmack Amendment 
regulations, and Fifth Circuit precedent. 
Relying on an argument prepared by 
attorney Paul Ferrer of NLRG, attorney 
Steve Potts of Potts Law Group 
responded that the Seventh Circuit, 
where the carrier is headquartered, has 
held that a specific dollar amount is not 
an absolute requirement; rather, it is 
enough if the carrier is given sufficient 
information to begin processing the 
claim. The carrier eventually agreed to 
settle the matter for the entire amount 
sought by the shipper: the full cost to 
repair the equipment.
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DAVID M. CLEM is now a partner in and 
MEGAN A. ALTOBELLI is now an associate 
of Blank Rome in Dallas. 

E. LAWRENCE “LARRY” VINCENT is now a 
partner in Sorrels Law in Dallas. 

SOUTH

SARAH DUNN is now an attorney with 
Schoenbaum, Curphy & Scanlan in San 
Antonio.

CAITLIN MCCAMISH is now clerk of the 4th 
Court of Appeals in San Antonio.

LAURA GONZALEZ is now an associate of 
Drought, Drought & Bobbitt in San 
Antonio.

OUT OF STATE 

MELISSA STOESSER YOUNG is now 
a partner in McMillan in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. TBJ

for Excellence in Continuing Legal 
Education from the State Bar of Texas.

GLAST PHILLIPS MURRAY ZOPOLSKI 
relocated its Dallas office to 14901 
Quorum Dr., Ste. 300, 75254.

MEGAN R. KNELL is now a member in 
Steptoe & Johnson in Dallas. 

JENNA PAGE is now of counsel to Walters 
Balido & Crain in Dallas. 

KATE PENNARTZ is now a partner in 
Holland & Knight in Dallas. 

ELIZABETH “LIZ” LA ROCCA is now a 
partner in Frost Brown Todd in Dallas.

MARY GOODRICH NIX, of Lynn Pinker 
Hurst & Schwegmann in Dallas, was 
selected as a fellow of the Litigation 
Counsel of America.

JONATHAN RILEY is now a partner in 
Norton Rose Fulbright in Dallas.
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