MEMORIALS

JOE D. MOSS
— Moss, 81, of
Bonham, died
April 27, 2025.
He received his
law degree from
South Texas
College of Law
and was admitted
to the Texas Bar
in 1976. Moss was a partner in Cole
& Moss from 1981 to 1985, a partner
in Moss & Moss from 1985 to 1992,
a solo practitioner with Joe D. Moss
Attorney at Law from 1992 to 1999,
a partner in Moss & Cox from 1999
t0 2010, judge of the County Court
at Law Fannin County from 2010 to
2012, and a solo attorney with Joe
D. Moss at Law from 2012 to 2023.
He was named pro bono attorney of
the year for Fannin County by Legal
Aid of NorthWest Texas in 2001 and
from 2004 to 2008, was named pro
bono attorney of the year for Grayson
County in 2007, and received the
Lifetime Achievement Award from
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas. Moss is
survived by his wife of 54 years, Kathy
Moss; sons, James L. Moss, J. Stuart
Moss, and William A. Moss; and eight
grandchildren.

RICHARD F. VACHRIS

Vachris, 75, of
Houston, died
April 26, 2025. He
received his law
degree from South
Texas College of
Law and master’s
degree from

Sam Houston
State University and was admitted

to the Texas Bar in 1977. He was a
police officer with the Houston Police
Department, retiring as a lieutenant;
a corporate lawyer with GC Services;
a pro bono attorney with the Houston
Lawyers Association; and an assistant
county attorney with the Harris
County Attorney’s Office. Vachris is
remembered as an avid tennis player,
as a masters swimmer, and for having
a wicked sense of humor and kindness
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toward everyone. He is survived by
his wife of nearly 53 years, Chris C.
Vachris; son, Dr. Timothy P. Vachris;
daughter, attorney Angeline V. Kell;
brothers, Robet Vachris and John
Vachris; sisters, Jeanne Phillips and
Mary Phillips; and six grandchildren.

STEPHEN P. TAKAS JR.

Takas, 82, of San
Antonio, died
April 24, 2025.
He received

his law degree
from St. Mary’s
University School
of Law and

was admitted

to the Texas Bar 1968. Takas was

an attorney with the Bexar County
District Attorney’s Office from 1968
to 1973; an attorney with James R.
Gillespie, Inc., from 1974 to 1978; a
solo practitioner with the Law Offices
of Stephen P, Takas, Jr., from 1978
to 2021; municipal judge of the city
of Windcrest from 1980 to 2025;
and municipal judge of Shavano Park
from 1993 to 2021. He was certified
in criminal law by the Texas Board
of Legal Specialization, served on the
District 10 Grievance Committee,
and was a life fellow of the Texas Bar
Foundation. Takas is remembered
for spending time in Rockport with
friends and family and studying
military history. He is survived by his
wife of 59 years, Majie; daughters,
Tricia Takas-Barker and Stephanie

Takas-Mercer; and two grandchildren.

WALTER WRIGHT

Wight, 71, of
Austin, died
December 28,
2024. He received
his law degree from
the University of
Houston and his
LLM. from New
York University and
was admitted to the Texas Bar in 1977.
Wight was also a member of the Colorado
Bar. He was an attorney in private practice
from 1979 to 2014 and was an adjunct

professor of mediation at the University of
Texas School of Law. Wright was a fellow
of the Texas Bar Foundation, received the
Outstanding Credentialed Mediator Award
from the Texas Mediator Credentialing
Association, and received the Justice Frank
G. Evans Award for Service to the ADR
Profession from the State Bar of Texas
Alternative Dispute Resolution Section. He
is remembered for being a mediation teacher
in the United States and in Latin America,
for his love of photography, and for his love
of gardening. Wright is survived by his wife
of 37 years, attorney Daphne Levey; son,
Walker Parent; daughter, Camille Parent
Parks; brothers, John Wright and Robert
Wright; sisters, Patsy Wright Collins and
Kathleen Wright; and four grandchildren.

MARIO J. MARTINEZ

=2 Martinez, 89,
ﬁ\ of El Paso, died
January 20, 2025.
He received his
law degree from
the University

of Texas School
of Law and was
admitted to the
Texas Bar in 1963. Martinez served
in the U.S. Army Reserve from 1957
to 1963. He was an assistant U.S.
attorney in El Paso from 1965 to
1967, a U.S. magistrate judge in

El Paso from 1971 to 1973, and an
attorney in private practice in El Paso
from 1973 to 2025. Martinez served
on the El Paso County Civil Service
Commission, as national director

of MALDEE and as a member of
the State Bar of Texas Board of
Directors. He is remembered as a
tireless advocate for his clients, a
respected and beloved member of the
El Paso legal community, and was
the center of his family’s universe.
Martinez is survived by his wife

of 67 years, Mabel Martinez; son,
Anthony Martinez; daughters, Denise
Winfield, Catherine Martinez,
RoseAnn Martinez, Patricia
Martinez, and Laura Ogletree;
brother, Tony Martinez; sister, Cari
Hemperley; 10 grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.
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MEMORIALS

CRYSTAL ANNE FOX

Fox, 52, of
Conroe, died
July 13, 2024.
She received her
law degree from
the University
of Houston Law
Center and was
admitted to the
Texas Bar in 1998. Fox was also a
member of the New Jersey Bar. She
was an attorney whose legal career
took her to Utrecht, The Netherlands;
London, England; Calgary, Alberta,
Canada; and Frankfurt, Germany.
Fox was a volunteer at Catholic
Charities, helping immigrants navigate
U.S. immigration laws; and worked
with the unhoused, providing them
food and shelter in the Hermann
Park area on cold, freezing nights.
She is remembered for her wit; her
love of music and dancing; and for
her irrepressible joie de vivre. Fox

is survived by her son, Gerhardt
Alexander Fox; sister, Mandy Orozco
Jones; brother, Antonio Orozco IV;
mother, Erlinda Perez Orozco; and
grandmother, Anita Gonzalez.

BRUCE KNOX PACKARD
Packard, 61,

of Dallas, died
September
4,2022. He
received his law
degree from the
University of
Michigan Law
School and was
admitted to the Texas Bar in 1985.
Packard was an attorney with Locke
Purnell, Heritage Auctions, Susman
Godfrey, Davis Munck, and Riney
Palter, and was a partner in Riney
Packard in Dallas. He was a member
of LAWorld, a fellow of the Dallas
Bar Foundation, and a recipient of
the Distinguished Pro Bono Service
Award. Packard is remembered as a
winning trial attorney for business
disputes who handled his own appeals,
as well as appeals in cases he did not
handle at the trial court level; for his
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articles in newspapers and magazines;
and for being an avid numismatist.
He is survived by his wife of 36 years,
Mary; sons, Zachary, Aaron, attorney
Nathan, Luke, Jacob, and Daniel;
daughter, Maresa; brothers, John and
Frank; sisters, Janine and Kathleen;
and eight grandchildren.

ROBERT C. WOLTER

Wolter, 93, of
Corpus Christi,
died April 20,
2025. He received
his law degree
from Baylor Law
School and was
admitted to the
Texas Bar in 1958.
Wolter served in the U.S. Army from
1954 to 1955. He was an attorney
with the Texas Highway Department
in Waco in 1958; an attorney in
practice with oil and gas lawyer Neil
Marriott; and an attorney with Wood
and Boykin, later Wood, Boykin, and
Wolter, in 1960. Wolter was president
of the Nueces County Bar Association
in 1972, a life fellow of the Texas Bar
Foundation, and chair of the State
Bar of Texas Convention Committee
in 1987. He is remembered for his
love of fishing; hunting; and sports,
being an avid handball player at the

YMCA of the Coastal Bend. Wolter
is survived by his sons, Robert Patrick
Wolter and Thomas James Wolter;
daughter, Jane Frances Wolter-
Williamson; seven grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.

ROSCOE DARYLL BENNETT
Bennett, 77, of
Henderson, died
April 27,2025. He
received his law
degree from Texas
Tech University
School of Law and
was admitted to
the Texas Bar in
1984. Bennett was an attorney in private
practice from 1983 to 2025. He is
remembered for his deep love of cooking
for his family and friends, often using
fresh vegetables from his year-round
garden; for singing his favorite renditions
of “Amazing Grace” and “The House of
the Rising Sun”; and for his passionate
and unwavering representation of his
clients. Bennett is preceded in death by
his son, Joshua Thor Bennett, and is
survived by his wife of 54 years, Gayle
Bennett; daughters, Holly Scogin, Kate
Bennett, and Katya Warr; sons, William
Bennett and Nicholas Bennett; sister,
Latricia Nichols; and eight grandchildren.

If you have lost a loved one or colleague who was a Texas attorney, the
State Bar of Texas would like to publish a memorial, free of charge, in
the Zexas Bar Journal as an expression of our respect.

Submit a memorial at texasbar.com/memorials

or call 512-427-1830.
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