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DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

JUDICIAL ACTIONS 

To read the entire public sanctions, go to 
scjc.texas.gov.

	 On June 16, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
issued a public admonition and order 
of additional education to JASON DUNN, 
justice of the peace, Precinct 4, New 
Caney, Montgomery County. 

	 On June 23, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct issued 
a public admonition to ED FOLLIS, justice 
of the peace, Precinct 4, O’Donnell, 
Lynn County. 

	 On May 12, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct issued 
a public warning to ISRAEL GARCIA JR., 
justice of the peace, Precinct 5, Place 1, 
Houston, Harris County.

	 On June 23, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct issued 
a public reprimand to AMBER GIVENS, 
judge of the 282nd District Court in 
Dallas, Dallas County. Givens has filed 
an appeal.

	 On June 23, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct issued 
a public admonition to AMBER GIVENS, 
judge of the 282nd District Court in 
Dallas, Dallas County. Givens has filed 
an appeal.

	 On June 5, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct issued 
an inquiry concerning an order of 
suspension to ROBERT JENKINS FRANKLIN, 
justice of the peace, Emory, Rains 
County. 

	 On July 8, 2025, the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
issued an inquiry concerning an order 
of suspension to LINDA WALLACE, Rains 
County judge, Emory, Rains County.    

BODA

	 On November 13, 2024, the 
Board of Disciplinary Appeals entered 
a judgment of disbarment in the 
compulsory discipline case against 
Houston attorney MASON WILLIAM 

HERRING [#24071746]. On February 
7, 2024, a judgment of conviction by 
court—waiver of jury trial was entered 
in Cause No. 177210601010, styled 
The State of Texas v. Herring, Mason 
William, in the 185th District Court 
in Harris County, wherein Herring 
pleaded guilty to assault of a pregnant 
person, a third-degree felony. In 
addition, a judgment of conviction by 
court—waiver of jury trial was entered 
in Cause No. 177210601010, styled 
The State of Texas v. Herring, Mason 
William, wherein Herring pleaded 
guilty to injury to a child under 15 with 
bodily injury, a third-degree felony.  
Herring was sentenced to 10 years of 

community supervision and was ordered 
to serve 180 days in the county jail as 
a condition of community supervision. 
The board found that these offenses 
constitute intentional crimes and serious 
crimes as defined by the Texas Rules 
of Disciplinary Procedure. On June 
27, 2025, the Supreme Court of Texas 
affirmed the judgment of disbarment 
in Case No. 24-0994. BODA Case No. 
69030.

	 On June 26, 2025, the Board of 
Disciplinary Appeals entered an agreed 
judgment of probated suspension in 
the reciprocal discipline case against 
Houston attorney JOSHUA DAVID GORDON 
[#24091592]. On May 7, 2025, an 
amended order for sanctions was 
entered by the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Texas, Laredo 
Division, in a matter styled In re: Joshua 
Gordon, Case No. 4:24-MC-01424. 
Gordon was found to have intentionally 
made a false statement of material fact 
and law to the Bankruptcy Court and 
was suspended from the practice of 
law in the Southern District of Texas 
for 120 days, with 40 days of active 
suspension followed by 80 days of 
probated suspension. He is suspended 
from the practice of law in Texas for 
120 days with 40 days active suspension 
beginning June 26, 2025, and extending 
through August 5, 2025, followed by 80 
days of probated suspension beginning 
August 6, 2025, and extending through 
October 25, 2025. BODA Case No. 
71211.

	 On June 26, 2025, the Board of 
Disciplinary Appeals entered an agreed 
judgment of probated suspension in 
the reciprocal discipline case against 
Houston attorney ROBERT CHAMLESS 

LANE [#24046263]. On May 7, 2025, 
an amended order for sanctions was 
entered by the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Texas, Laredo 
Division, in a matter styled In re: Robert 
Lane, Case No. 4:24-MC-01424. Lane 

Contact the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel at 877-953-5535, the Board of Disciplinary Appeals at 512-427-1578
or txboda.org, or the State Commission on Judicial Conduct at 512-463-5533. Some attorneys might share the same or similar names. To identify an 

attorney, please verify using that attorney’s bar card number. Go to texasbar.com and use the “Find a Lawyer” tool to search for an attorney.
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was found to have intentionally made 
a false statement of material fact and 
law to the Bankruptcy Court and was 
suspended from the practice of law in 
the Southern District of Texas for 60 
days with the suspension fully probated. 
He is suspended from the practice of law 
in Texas for 60 days with the suspension 
fully probated, beginning June 26, 2025, 
and extending through August 25, 2025. 
BODA Case No. 71212.

	 On June 9, 2025, the Board of 
Disciplinary Appeals entered an agreed 
judgment of indefinite disability 
suspension against Odessa attorney GLEN 

G. HALSELL [#08805700]. The board 
found that Halsell is suffering from a 
disability. Halsell is actively suspended, 
effective June 9, 2025, until reinstated 
by the board or by a court. BODA Case 
No. 69271. 

	 On July 3, 2025, the Board 
of Disciplinary Appeals issued an 
order of nonsuit and dismissal of 
case in the reciprocal discipline case 
against Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
attorney CHRISTOPHER ROBERTS KELLY 
[#24047505]. The Supreme Court 
of Texas approved Kelly’s voluntary 
resignation in lieu of discipline on June 
20, 2025. BODA Case No. 69923. 

DISBARMENT

	 On July 13, 2025, NICHOLAS LEE 

EVERETT [#24087005], of Tyler, was 
disbarred. An evidentiary panel of the 
District 2 Grievance Committee found 
that on or about January 29, 2022, the 
complainant hired Everett to represent 
and defend his business in a trademark 
infringement litigation matter. The 
complainant paid Everett $5,000 up 
front for legal services and then also 
paid each monthly invoice as it came in, 
such that the complainant maintained 
a $5,000 credit on his account. 
Everett failed to keep the complainant 
reasonably informed about the status of 
his case and failed to promptly comply 
with reasonable requests for information 

from the complainant. Everett failed to 
explain matters to the extent reasonably 
necessary to permit the complainant 
to make informed decisions regarding 
the representation. Upon termination 
of representation, Everett failed to 
refund advance payments of fees that 
had not been earned. Everett failed to 
timely furnish to the Office of Chief 
Disciplinary Counsel a response or other 
information as required by the Texas 
Rules of Disciplinary Procedure. Everett 
did not in good faith timely assert a 
privilege or other legal ground for failure 
to do so.
	 Everett violated Rules 1.03(a), 
1.03(b), 1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He 
was ordered to pay $5,000 in restitution 
to the complainant and $3,160 in 
attorneys’ fees.

RESIGNATION

	 On June 20, 2025, the Supreme 
Court of Texas accepted the resignation 
in lieu of discipline of LARRY FINSTROM 
[#07038400], of Dallas. In the first 
matter, on December 6, 2022, Finstrom 
was indicted on a felony charge of 
solicitation of prostitution (Texas Penal 
Code 43.021(b)), which is defined as: 
“A person commits an offense if the 
person knowingly offers or agrees to pay 
a fee to another person for the purpose 
of engaging in sexual conduct with 
that person or another.” On or about 
July 8, 2024, Finstrom entered into a 
felony pretrial intervention agreement 
wherein, upon successful completion 
of certain terms and conditions, the 
case will be dismissed. The conduct 
alleged in the indictment is a violation of 
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct 8.04(a)(2), and consisted of 
allegations that, if true, would reflect 
adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, 
trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer 
in other respects. In the second matter, 
on or about August 16, 2022, Finstrom 
is alleged to have engaged in conduct, 
that if true, would violate Texas Penal 
Code 43.021(b)—solicitation of 
prostitution, a felony, which is defined 

as: “A person commits an offense if the 
person knowingly offers or agrees to pay 
a fee to another person for the purpose 
of engaging in sexual conduct with that 
person or another.” The conduct alleged 
by the complainant is a violation of 
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct 8.04(a)(2), and consisted of 
allegations that, if true, would reflect 
adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, 
trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer in 
other respects.
	 Finstrom allegedly violated Rule 
8.04(a)(2).

SUSPENSIONS

	 On June 16, 2025, LYNN REED 

INGALSBE [#10392000], of Abilene, 
agreed to a 12-month fully probated 
suspension beginning July 1, 2025, and 
ending June 30, 2026. An evidentiary 
panel of the District 14 Grievance 
Committee found that in or around 
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September 2021, the complainant 
hired Ingalsbe for criminal defense 
representation. The complainant was 
in jail at the time and did not have 
funds to pay for legal services or bonds. 
Ingalsbe had the complainant enter 
into a business transaction in which 
the complainant executed three general 
warranty deeds conveying her interest 
in real properties directly to Ingalsbe as 
payment of legal fees and for collateral 
in the event of a bond forfeiture. 
Ingalsbe and the complainant entered 
into said business transaction on terms 
in which Ingalsbe acquired an interest 
that was not fair and reasonable to the 
complainant and were not fully disclosed 
and transmitted to the complainant in 
a writing that the complainant could 
reasonably understand. The complainant 
was not represented in the transaction by 
independent counsel of her choice, nor 
was the complainant advised in writing 
to seek the advice of an independent 

lawyer of her choice and given a 
reasonable opportunity to seek the 
advice of such independent counsel. The 
complainant did not provide informed 
consent in writing to the terms of the 
business transaction entered into with 
Ingalsbe.
	 Ingalsbe violated Rule 1.08(a). He 
was ordered to pay $1,250 in attorneys’ 
fees and direct expenses.

	 On June 24, 2025, GRADY C. LONG 
[#12517450], of Sherman, received a 
default judgment of partially probated 
suspension for a period of 18 months 
beginning June 18, 2025, and ending 
December 18, 2026, with the active 
suspension beginning June 18, 2025, 
and ending February 18, 2026. The 
remaining 10-month period of probated 
suspension shall begin February 19, 
2026, and shall end December 18, 2026. 
An evidentiary panel of the District 
1 Grievance Committee found that 
on or about February 7, 2023, Long 
was court-appointed to represent the 
complainant in a criminal matter. In 
representing the complainant, Long 
neglected the legal matter entrusted to 
him by failing to timely file a motion for 
bond reduction and failing to follow up 
on the motion once filed, subsequently 
leading to a substitution of counsel. 
Long failed to keep the complainant 
reasonably informed about the status of 
the criminal matter and failed to comply 
with reasonable requests for information 
from the complainant. Long failed to file 
a response to the grievance. 
	 Long violated Rules 1.01(b)(1), 
1.03(a), and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered 
to pay $2,280 in attorneys’ fees and 
direct expenses.

	 On June 4, 2025, BETHEL TEWOLDE 

ZEHAIE [#24073791], of Arlington, 
agreed to a three-year partially probated 
suspension beginning June 1, 2025, 
and ending May 31, 2028, with the 
active suspension beginning June 1, 
2025, to November 30, 2025, and the 
probated suspension to begin December 
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1, 2025, and ending May 31, 2028. 
An investigatory hearing panel of 
the District 7 Grievance Committee 
found that Zehaie represented the first 
complainant in a criminal matter. Zehaie 
neglected the complainant’s matter 
by failing to schedule a court date, 
leaving the complainant incarcerated 
for over 180 days. Zehaie failed to keep 
the complainant reasonably informed 
and failed to promptly comply with 
reasonable requests for information from 
the complainant.
	 Zehaie represented the second 
complainant in a criminal expungement 
matter. Zehaie neglected the 
complainant’s matter by failing to 
complete any work. Zehaie failed to keep 
the complainant reasonably informed 
and failed to promptly comply with 
reasonable requests for information from 
the complainant. Upon termination 
of representation, Zehaie failed to 
refund advance payments of fees to the 
complainant that had not been earned.
	 Zehaie represented the third 
complainant in a criminal matter. Zehaie 
neglected the complainant’s matter 
by failing to notify the county that 
Zehaie represented the complainant. 
Zehaie failed to keep the complainant 
reasonably informed and failed to 
promptly comply with reasonable 
requests for information from the 
complainant. Upon termination of 
representation, Zehaie failed to refund 
advance payments of fees to the 
complainant that had not been earned.
	 Zehaie represented the fourth 
complainant in a writ of habeas corpus, 
a petition to modify the SAPCR (suit 
affecting the parent/child relationship), 
and enforcement of child support. 
Zehaie neglected the complainant’s 
matters by failing to appear for hearings 
and failing to complete paperwork 
pertaining to the enforcement of a child 
support matter. Zehaie failed to keep 
the complainant reasonably informed 
and failed to promptly comply with 
reasonable requests for information from 
the complainant. Upon termination 
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of representation, Zehaie failed to 
refund advance payments of fees to the 
complainant that had not been earned. 
Zehaie failed to timely furnish to the 
Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel 
responses to the complaints filed by all 
complainants as required by the Texas 
Rules of Disciplinary Procedure. Zehaie 
did not in good faith timely assert 
privileges or other legal grounds for 
failure to do so.
	 Zehaie violated Rules 1.01(b)(1), 
1.03(a), 1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). She 
was ordered to pay $1,500 in restitution 
to the second complainant, $1,800 in 
restitution to the third complainant, 
and $1,750 in restitution to the fourth 
complainant; and $750 in attorneys’ fees 
and direct expenses. 

	 On June 24, 2025, GRADY C. LONG 
[#12517450], of Sherman, received a 
default judgment of partially probated 
suspension for a period of 24 months, 
beginning June 18, 2025, and ending 
June 18, 2027, with the active 
suspension of 12 months to begin June 
18, 2025, and ending June 18, 2026. 
The remaining 12-month period of 
probated suspension shall begin June 
19, 2026, and shall end June 18, 2027. 
An evidentiary panel of the District 1 
Grievance Committee found that on 
or about November 17, 2023, Long 
was court-appointed to represent the 
complainant in multiple criminal 
matters. Long failed to abide by the 
complainant’s decisions concerning 
the objectives and general methods of 
representation. Long failed to keep the 
complainant reasonably informed about 
the status of his criminal matters and 
failed to comply with reasonable requests 
for information from the complainant. 
Long also failed to file a response to the 
grievance.   
	 Long violated Rules 1.02(a)(2), 
1.03(a), and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered 
to pay $1,615 in attorneys’ fees and 
direct expenses.

	 On July 16, 2025, ROBERT RAY 

FLORES [#24071887], of McAllen, 

accepted a four-year fully probated 
suspension effective July 15, 2025. An 
evidentiary panel of the District 12 
Grievance Committee found that 
Flores neglected client matters, failed 
to promptly respond to his client’s 
reasonable status request, failed to 
safeguard client funds, failed to keep 
client funds separate from his own 
property, and engaged in conduct 
involving dishonesty. 
	 Flores violated Rule 1.01(b)(1), 
1.03(a), 1.14(a), 1.14(c), and 8.04(a)
(3). He agreed to pay $6,000 in 
attorneys’ fees and direct expenses.

	 On July 15, 2025, CHRISTINE 

MARIE DISK QUALLS [#24037310], of 
Allen, agreed to a 24-month probated 
suspension beginning July 15, 2025, and 
ending July 14, 2027. An investigatory 
panel of the District 1 Grievance 
Committee found that the complainant 
hired Qualls to represent him in a 

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

family matter. In representing the 
complainant, Qualls neglected the legal 
matter entrusted to her. Qualls failed 
to keep the complainant reasonably 
informed about the status of his family 
matter. Qualls engaged in conduct 
involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or 
misrepresentation.
	 Qualls violated Rules 1.01(b)(1), 
1.03(a), and 8.04(a)(3). She was ordered 
to pay $750 in attorneys’ fees and direct 
expenses.

	 On June 26, 2025, JERRY GOH 
[#00795378], of Richardson, agreed to a 
30-month partially probated suspension 
beginning October 1, 2025, and ending 
March 31, 2028, with an active nine-
month suspension beginning October 
1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2026, 
and the 21-month period of probated 
suspension will begin July 1, 2026, and 
end March 31, 2028. An investigatory 
panel of the District 6 Grievance 
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Committee found that the medical 
clinic for which the complainant 
worked provided medical treatment for 
Goh’s client. Goh provided a letter of 
protection to the clinic. After settling 
his client’s case, Goh failed to safeguard 
the settlement funds in a trust account 
and hold the funds in his possession 
in connection with the representation 
separate from his own property. Upon 
receiving the settlement funds in which 
the clinic had an interest, Goh failed 
to promptly notify the clinic and failed 
to promptly deliver to the clinic the 
funds it was entitled to receive. Goh 
failed to keep the disputed portion of 
the settlement funds separate until there 
was an accounting and severance. Goh 
engaged in conduct involving dishonesty, 
fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation.
	 Goh violated Rules 1.14(a), 
1.14(b), 1.14(c), and 8.04(a)(3). He was 
ordered to pay $750 in attorneys’ fees 
and direct expenses.

PUBLIC REPRIMANDS

	 On June 9, 2025, CHARLES ADREN 

CALDWELL II [#24015186], of Dallas, 
received a judgment of public reprimand. 
An evidentiary panel of the District 
6 Grievance Committee found that 
Caldwell represented the complainant in a 
personal injury matter. In February 2019, 
insurance companies issued checks for 
the total recovery of $130,000. Caldwell 
advised that of the remaining funds (i.e., 
funds that were meant to pay medical 
providers), Caldwell would remit 
66% to the complainant and 33% to 
himself. However, Caldwell’s settlement 
distribution sheet, dated July 20, 2021, 
reflects that he deducted 34.62% of the 
total recovery as his fee. After making 
six distributions to the complainant over 
two and a half years, Caldwell failed to 
completely and promptly distribute the 
remaining settlement funds owed to the 
complainant.
	 Caldwell violated Rules 1.04(d), 
1.14(a), and 1.14(b). He was ordered to 
pay $30,309 in restitution and $750 in 

attorneys’ fees and direct expenses.
	
	 On June 16, 2025, SHERRY JO 

SHUMER [#24106433], of Corsicana, 
agreed to a judgment of public 
reprimand. An investigatory panel of 
the District 2 Grievance Committee 
found that Shumer was an assistant 
district attorney in Navarro County and 
lead prosecutor for a criminal matter 
in 2023 and instructed a witness to 
leave. On or about October 2, 2023, 
and in connection with a criminal 
matter, Shumer made a false statement 
of material fact or law to a tribunal 
by informing the court and defense 
counsel, a witness was “unavailable” 
when Shumer knew the witness was 
available via both email and telephone 
and Shumer had personally spoken 
to the witness in the courthouse the 
day trial commenced. During the 
prosecution of the criminal matter, 
Shumer failed to make timely 
disclosure of a witness’ known contact 
information. Shumer instructed the 
witness to leave the courthouse without 
informing the court or defense counsel 
of the witness’ presence.	
	 Shumer violated Rules 3.03(a)(1), 
3.09(d), and 8.04(a)(4). She was ordered 
to pay $750 in attorneys’ fees and direct 
expenses.

	 On June 13, 2025, KIRBY JEROME 

PORTLEY [#24085865], of Austin, 
accepted a public reprimand. An 
investigatory panel of the District 17 
Grievance Committee found that Portley 
violated a prior disciplinary judgment 
by engaging in the practice of law while 
his license was suspended and failed to 
notify his client of his active suspension 
in writing.
	 Portley violated Rule 8.04(a)(7). He 
agreed to pay $1,000 in attorneys’ fees 
and direct expenses.

PRIVATE REPRIMANDS

	 Listed here is a breakdown of 
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 

Conduct violations for six attorneys, with 
the number in parentheses indicating the 
frequency of the violation. Please note 
that an attorney may be reprimanded for 
more than one rule violation.   
	 1.01(b)(1)—A lawyer shall not 
neglect a legal matter entrusted to the 
lawyer (1).
	 1.03(a)—A lawyer shall keep a 
client reasonably informed about the 
status of a matter and promptly comply 
with reasonable requests for information 
(3).
	 1.03(b)—Failure to explain a legal 
matter to the extent reasonably necessary 
to permit a client to make informed 
decisions regarding the representation (2).
	 1.14(a)—Failing to keep an 
accurate and complete record of a client’s 
case file (1).
	 3.03(a)(1)—A lawyer shall not 
knowingly make a false statement of 
material fact or law to a tribunal (2). TBJ
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