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atalie Cobb Koehler has never met a stranger. From people at the courthouse to servers at restaurants, Koehler
never fails to greet them with a cheery “hello.” If she’s
already met them, the hello is likely to be followed by a hug. “The
other day I was thinking about how many people I hug in a day,”
she said with a laugh. “I love it — it’s just how a small town is.”
There was a time, though, when Koehler was on the fast
track to a big office in a big skyscraper in a big firm in a big city.
“I had clerked at two large firms and thought my natural transition out of law school was going to be to go to Dallas,” she
said. “I had this dream that my life was going to be like ‘Boston
Legal’ and I would work in a tall office building, but still be
close to Frisco,” where she grew up and where her family lived.
Just before her third year at South Texas College of Law,
however, she and her husband decided big-city life just wasn’t
for them. “There was a lot of
panic involved because I
had rescinded an offer from
a big firm in Dallas. I went
from knowing that I was
going to make six figures to
‘Oh my gosh — I’m not
going to have a job!’ ” Koehler
recalled. “It was the best decision that we ever made. I feel
really blessed to practice in a
small town.”
After Koehler opted for
small-town life, she quickly
started looking for a job. She
scored interviews with firms in
Waco, but, as she explained it,
“To us, Waco is the big city.” As luck would have it, Koehler
received a job offer from Bill Oxford, a private practitioner in
Stephenville, about 50 miles northwest of her home in Cranfills
Gap. “I attribute my skills as a lawyer today to Bill,” Koehler
said. “He didn’t make me do research and sit in an office and
not really practice law. I’m spoiled in that I’m in court on a daily
basis and have been since the day I got my bar results. The day
that I found out I passed the bar exam, Bill gave me a file and
said, ‘Go prove up this divorce.’ Bill was confident in my skills
and I can never repay him for that. He was a very good mentor.”
Oxford said he never had any hesitations about Koehler.
“She was a take-charge kind of person,” he said. “She has a
great demeanor, and in a small community, that’s what people
relate to.”
When Koehler takes the helm of the Texas Young Lawyers
Association this month, she will be the first president to hail
from Bosque County, about an hour northwest of Waco. The
2000 Census puts Meridian, the county seat, at a population of
1,491. Although the county has likely grown in the last 10
years, it has not been by much. What growth there has been is
due to Dallas and Fort Worth residents buying land to retire in
the beautiful hill country located within the county.

Small as it is, Koehler is more than busy as a sole practitioner and as the Bosque County attorney. She handles CPS
cases, family law disputes, and real estate and probate cases. She
helps women and children who are abused and neglected. She
helps merchants who have received bad checks. She helps
clients and their family with their wills. “One of the most rewarding things about being the county attorney is the actual sense of
justice I see on a daily basis, which is why I went to law school
in the first place,” she said. “So, I really enjoy it, and I’m blessed
to work with a lot of elected officials who are so supportive of
each other. We all get along very well — we’re like a family here.”
Darbie Bice Bowman said it’s easy to work with a person like
Koehler. Bowman, a Meridian criminal attorney who has known
Koehler for eight years, said, “Natalie is just a really hard worker.
Somehow, she manages to keep everything going and still keep a
good attitude about everything.” In one instance, Bowman explained, Koehler was
pregnant with her second child
when she fell out of bed and
broke her leg. A few days later,
Koehler was in court. “Most
people would just want to be
in bed and stay home. Not
Natalie — she came into court
and had a smile on her face.”
Living and working in a
small town like Meridian has
many benefits, but geography
and population can make it
difficult for rural attorneys to
participate in the legal profession on a state level. Koehler wants to change that. “I am
blown away that someone from Meridian can be a president of
TYLA, and not because it’s me, but because everybody in rural
communities thinks that the presidents of the State Bar and TYLA
come out of a big firm and big city,” she said.
Koehler’s road to TYLA president has been a long time
coming. Before being elected to the TYLA board in 2007, she
was in charge of TYLA’s state moot court competition. She ran
for election to the board, but lost to an attorney from Temple.
Koehler was later nominated to run as a director and won.
Since then, she has served as TYLA secretary, been the executive committee adviser to several TYLA committees, and spearheaded the production of TYLA’s Healing the Wounds:
Navigating the Legal System After Surviving Domestic Abuse
video and authored its joint publication Ending the Violence:
How to Obtain a Texas Protective Order.
Koehler says she hopes her time as TYLA president will
help close the gap between rural attorneys and the State Bar.
“When I was campaigning, I received a lot of emails from people saying they were happy to see a rural attorney running for

When I was campaigning,
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happy to see a rural attorney
running for president. They were
touched by the fact that it can
be done — a rural attorney
can represent all of us
at the State Bar level.
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LEFT: Koehler loves cooking for family and friends. At a recent
cattle branding, she prepared stuffed jalapeños, among other things.
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Koehler and her family: husband, Sean; daughter, Carson; and son, Case.

president. They were touched by the fact that it can be done —
a rural attorney can represent all of us at the State Bar level.
“I think a big misconception about the State Bar is that
only big firm lawyers and large cities are represented because
that is the only voice that is going be heard,” Koehler said.
“Frankly, the State Bar wants our input. The State Bar wants to
know what rural attorneys are doing and how they can serve us
better.” Koehler plans to do just that by working on projects that
are helpful to the Bar as a whole, but that also address the unique
issues that rural attorneys face. First, rural attorneys often know
their clients personally. Second, rural towns often do not have the
same resources that a large city has. Third, because many rural
attorneys often have walk-in clients, they must be versed in many
areas of law. Koehler will focus on getting more TYLA pamphlets
and projects in the hands of not only rural attorneys, but rural
agencies, such as schools, sheriff ’s offices, and social services.
To help both big city and rural Texas attorneys, Koehler plans
to initiate a mental health project geared toward young attorneys.
The recent suicides of three young Texas attorneys prompted the
idea for the project, which will include a series of podcasts from
attorneys and other professionals about various mental health
topics. “I want the podcasts to be something that attorneys who
are dealing with difficult issues can access easily in the privacy of
their own homes and that will address their specific needs,” she
said. “In 2007, I lost a very good friend and colleague to suicide.
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I knew that if I ever became president of TYLA, I would do everything I could to prevent that from happening to somebody else.”
As part of her service to the public, Koehler envisions a
project to educate teens about the dangers of binge drinking. In
March, Koehler was browsing through a magazine when she
came across an article about a 17-year-old California girl who
died of alcohol poisoning. Compelled to help prevent more
deaths caused by binge drinking, Koehler contacted the young
girl’s mother, who was immediately on board. Koehler’s project
will educate teens about the laws associated with underage
drinking and social host liability for parents and adults who
provide minors with alcohol.
Also on Koehler’s to-do list is a probate project that will
help families address their estate planning needs. Koehler
intends to partner with the State Bar Real Estate, Probate &
Trust Law Section to implement the program. “When parents
pass away, a lot of times, kids are not prepared for what happens,” she said. “I want to do a project that includes a packet of
some sort that includes all account numbers and a list of assets
so that family members don’t have to dig around for this information. It will also address the different types of probate in
Texas and the alternatives to probate in Texas.”
Koehler is a fifth-generation farmer and rancher. In fact, her
family was one of the first to settle in Frisco. Koehler grew up
in the same Frisco home in which her grandmother and father
www.texasbar.com

Koehler serves as the Bosque
County attorney in Meridian.

grew up. True to the “ag” spirit, she was elected a Texas state
officer of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) and showed
steers and heifers. In high school, Koehler’s heifer was the Brangus heifer champion at the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo,
which, to those city slickers not in the know, is a really big deal.
As a freshman at Texas A&M University in College Station, she
received a Buck Weirus Spirit Award, which recognizes A&M
students for outstanding accomplishments at the school.
After her parents retired, Koehler and her husband, son,
and daughter joined them on their ranch in Cranfills Gap,
about 15 miles west of Meridian. Koehler’s greatest joy is
spending time on the family ranch with her husband, Sean; her
son, Case; her daughter, Carson; her parents, Scott and Stefanie
Cobb; her sister, Tai; her brother-in-law, John; and her niece,
Kate; and often cooks for them during camping weekends on
the ranch. Koehler attributes her success to her tight-knit family. “You have to have a really strong support group to do the
things that I get to do,” she said. “If I didn’t have that, I couldn’t do it.”
Out of the office, Koehler enjoys cooking — she has more
than 200 cookbooks in her collection. She also collects boots
(she has more than 40 pairs, including a dozen that were custom-made). She relishes antiquing — or junking, as she calls it
— at the Round Top Antiques Fair each year, with her mother,
daughter, and best friend. For the last four years, she has volunteered as a weekend camp counselor teaching cooking classwww.texasbar.com/tbj

es at Camp John Marc, a camp for special needs kids and their
parents. “That is by far the most rewarding volunteer work I
do,” she said. “Working with these families helps me put things
into perspective. I think, ‘Look how blessed I am because my
kids are healthy.’ ” Because of her work with those at the camp,
Koehler plans to implement a project for families with special
needs children. She hopes this project will provide these families with legal answers about guardianships, social security benefits, disability benefits, and special needs trusts.
When Koehler was a teenager growing up in Frisco, she
would sometimes get bored with small-time life. Now, she’s
eased into it. Being an attorney in a small town has allowed
Koehler to find the ever-elusive “work-life balance.” “My family is always going to come first and being in small town helps
me find time for them,” Koehler said. “I want to soak up all of
the memories with my kids that I can while they are little and
while they still want to be around us. I love my job. I love being
county attorney. I love being a family law practitioner. But I
also love the people I get to help in my rural community.”
Koehler aspires to one day be a judge or to run for political
office. And, it’s likely she’ll do that in the same place she loves
to call home — her small town. J
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