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Terry Tottenham and his grandsons fix their eyes on a Marine Corps Color
Guard as Lamont Jefferson of San Antonio leads the national anthem.

T

hough he has influenced and
mentored many lawyers,
Terry O. Tottenham is quick
to thank his own mentors for
his success. During his inaugural address as 2010–2011 State
Bar of Texas President, Tottenham thanked those who helped
him along the way — including
Leon Jaworski, Gibson Gayle,
Jr., Jim Sales, and Charles
Boston — as well as his family,
for their support over the years.
Before Tottenham was sworn
in by Texas Supreme Court
Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson, 2009-2010 State Bar President Roland Johnson reflected
on the successes of his year as
president, but emphasized that
the legal profession still faces
many challenges, particularly
when it comes to access to justice. Johnson expressed confi-
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After being sworn in as president by Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice
Wallace B. Jefferson, Terry Tottenham addresses the General Session.

Service Over Self

dence that he was leaving the
State Bar in good hands. Introducing Tottenham, Johnson
described him as “the right
leader for the State Bar of Texas
for times such as these.”
Tottenham, of counsel to
Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P. in
Austin, discussed the initiatives
that will shape his year as State
Bar president. He introduced
one initiative, Texas Lawyers
for Texas Veterans, by quoting
former U.S. Secretary of the
Army Pete Geren, who had spoken earlier in the day during the
Bench Bar Breakfast. Geren
suggested that the military
community represents a culture
of humility, courage, patriotism, and, most important, service over self. “It is this
community that we hope to
serve through the Texas Lawyers

for Texas Veterans program,”
Tottenham said. The program
will help develop and assist pro
bono legal clinics throughout
the state for military veterans
who cannot afford or do not
have access to the basic legal
services they need.
Recognizing the tough economic times that lawyers are
facing in this economy, Tottenham is also focusing his
year on lawyer mental health
by expanding on former State
Bar President Martha Dickie’s
DVD on depression, Practicing from the Shadows: Depression and the Legal Profession.
Tottenham’s wellness initiative will include a DVD that
addresses anxiety, depression,
and addiction as well as live
speakers at every advanced
TexasBarCLE event.

In addition, more funds will
be dedicated to the Pat Sheeran and Michael J. Crowley
Memorial Trust to provide
financial assistance to Texas
attorneys who need treatment
for substance abuse, chemical
dependency, or mental health
disorders but are unable to
afford treatment.
“These funds will be used to
help lawyers get back on their
feet and back to the practice of
law,” Tottenham said.
Tottenham concluded by
thanking State Bar members for
the opportunity to serve them
and encouraged all Texas
lawyers to participate in this
year’s initiatives.
“This is going to be a journey
of great challenge, but also of
great opportunity,” he said. “I
hope you will join me.” %
www.texasbar.com
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The Legal Innovation Track: The Adaptable Lawyer

I

n 1996, Richard Susskind
wrote in The Future of Law
that the legal profession would
be drastically affected by technology. At the time, he was
ridiculed by many in the legal
profession for suggesting that
attorneys would come to rely
on computer technology —
especially email and the Internet — in their every day practices. Yet a 2009 American Bar
Association Legal Technology
Survey Report found that an
overwhelming majority of
attorneys use technology in
their law practice. The survey
even found that technology has
helped increase lawyers’ productivity (82 percent reported
that they use a PDA, smartphone, or BlackBerry to work
while out of the office).
So, it is no surprise that
Susskind proposed in his 2008
book The End of Lawyers?
Rethinking the Nature of Legal
Services that lawyers question
their current way of doing business. Susskind, the keynote
speaker of The Legal Innovation Track: The Adaptable
Lawyer at this year’s State Bar
Annual Meeting, calls it
the “more-for-less” challenge.
“Knowledge is at the heart of
what we do as legal advisers,”
he said. “We need to find less
costly, less forbidding, more
convenient, more impressive
ways of capturing and sharing
knowledge with our clients.”
The only way for attorneys to
meet the more-for-less challenge, Susskind suggested, is to
be innovative, or, at least, to
accept innovation. One idea
Susskind proposed was restructuring legal services and their
costs. He suggests knowledge
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Richard Susskind, author of The End of Lawyers? Rethinking the Nature of Legal Services, was the
keynote speaker of The Legal Innovation Track: The Adaptable Lawyer at this year’s State Bar Annual Meeting.
He suggests that lawyers change their way of doing business to prosper in the future.

sharing as one way to save clients
money. He cites banks as the
perfect example of how legal
services can be more efficient
and less costly. Susskind said if
each bank’s in-house department
banded together to serve several
banks, each one would save
money. And, each bank would
gain more insight into regulation and compliance issues from
the shared knowledge. “If we’re
going to meet the more-for-less
challenge, then we have to stop
objecting to all solutions and we
have to open our minds to new
ways of working,” he said.
In addition, Susskind said
attorneys should be more receptive to using social media for
networking and employment

opportunities. Because the
Internet is now a two-way street
where users can actively participate, attorneys should take full
advantage of social media such
as blogs, Facebook, and Twitter.
“It simply cannot be that technology is radically revolutionizing all corners of our economy
and society, and yet lawyers
think they are above and
beyond it,” he said. “[The legal
profession] is out of step. … We
are going to be left behind.”
Susskind said his suggestions
are not the only way to prosper
in the future, but he does recommend lawyers heed his message. “Here’s what might be
possible for you, for you to see
the possibilities and embrace

them, because if you don’t,
there are others out there who
certainly will.”
The Adaptable Lawyer track
was presented to help attorneys
learn to adapt and flourish in
the face of changes in technology and the business of law.
Other speakers included Kevin
O’Keefe, CEO of LexBlog,
Inc., who talked about using
social media and blogs for legal
marketing; Michael P. Maslanka, a partner in the Dallas
office of Ford & Harrison,
L.L.P., who explained how to
use social media in your legal
practice; and Rocky Dhir,
president of Atlas Legal
Research, who spoke on legal
outsourcing. %
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I

n a high-profile case, such as
the BP oil spill — and in a
world where communication is
instantaneous — how should
lawyers handle damage control
in a disaster? As an attorney,
should you worry about the
message the media is relating to
the public or do you simply
worry about the merits of your
case? Those were the questions
posed during the State Bar
Annual Meeting General Session Luncheon by legal analysts
Roger Cossack and Jeffrey
Toobin. The State Bar Litigation
Section sponsored the luncheon.
Toobin, a senior analyst for
CNN and staff writer for The
New Yorker, said that attorneys
should not have to worry about
“spinning” a message for their
company in the case of a disaster. “There is too much concentration on public relations as
part of legal strategy,” he said.
“The most important thing
about your case — civil or criminal — is the merits of your
case, not your public relations
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General Session Luncheon

E

arly on the morning of Friday, June 11, attorneys and
judges gathered for the Bench
Bar Breakfast. Pete Geren, former U.S. Secretary of the Army,
was the featured speaker. Geren
highlighted the extraordinary
sacrifices of our men and women
in uniform and how working
with them has changed his life.
Texas Supreme Court Chief
Justice Wallace B. Jefferson gave
the opening remarks, acknowledging departing Texas Supreme
Court Justice Harriet O’Neill.
“We’ve gone through some pretty big changes this year,” he said.
“But, because of your leadership,
access to justice in Texas is
strong.” Immediate Past President Roland K. Johnson of Fort
Worth introduced Geren,
whom he called “Fort Worth’s
favorite son.”
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Legal analysts Roger Cossack, right, and Jeffrey Toobin presented
a debate on media and the law at the General Session Luncheon.
The State Bar Litigation Section sponsored the luncheon.

strategy. I think there are more
often mistakes made in excessive
reliance on public relations than
in not paying attention to it.”
But Cossack, a legal analyst for
ESPN, disagreed. The worst
thing a company can do is remain
silent in such cases. “If you do
that, you present a callousness

and you also let other people
manage your message,” he said.
Mentioning the earthquake in
Haiti earlier this year, Toobin
reminded lawyers that the public’s attention span is really quite
short. “When a story is hot in the
news, clients might be beating
you on the head asking, ‘Why

Fort Worth’s Favorite Son

Geren took the
sarcasm, and irony
podium and spoke
are now part of
briefly about his
the very air we
hometown. “If you
breathe,” he said.
haven’t been to
“But the Army is a
Fort Worth lately,
cynic-free zone.
you haven’t been to
You can’t miss the
Fort
Worth,”
contrast of life on
Geren said. “‘Cowthe outside and
boys and culture’
can’t help to be
— I think that U.S. Secretary of the Army uplifted by it.”
Pete Geren
sums up our city
Pointing out that
pretty well. After all, Fort Worth the military is made up of less
is the only city in the world that than 1 percent of the nation’s
has a rodeo arena and a football population, Geren said that
stadium in its cultural district.”
“self-selection has assembled
Turning his attention to his truly remarkable people.” His
time working with the military, time as Secretary of the Army
Geren discussed how working endowed him with a unique
with enlisted men and women perspective. “I was inspired by
had changed him. “Cynicism, the service of those soldiers and

aren’t you defending me?’ ” he
said. “It’s important to remind
them that public attention moves
on — the circus will move on.”
The Kobe Bryant case is one
such example, Toobin said,
where the merits of the case
were more important than the
media scrutiny surrounding it.
“What mattered in his case was
that his legal team did a really
thorough job, and the prosecutor had to drop the case.”
Cossack said that while he
didn’t disagree with Toobin’s
assertion, he believed it important to address the public in
some way. “I think lawyers have
the responsibility to at least get
out their side of the story,
because the other side will get
out their side of the story.”
Cossack and Toobin are both
veterans of the State Bar’s
Annual Meetings. Cossack has
moderated Litigation Sectionsponsored debates since 2005.
Toobin was a featured speaker
last year, speaking on the U.S.
Supreme Court. %
humbled by the sacrifice of their
families,” he said.
Geren told the story of Ross
McGinnis, a young specialist in
Iraq who died when he threw
himself on a grenade to save
four fellow soldiers. “He was
19,” Geren said. “Men are alive
today only because Ross chose
to die for them. At his funeral,
his father spoke to the four soldiers and said, ‘This is a gift,
not a debt. Live your lives,
enjoy your lives, because my
son gave you a gift.’ ”
Geren closed his remarks
with a familiar quotation from
Winston Churchill about the
Battle of Britain: “Never have
so many owed so much to so
few.” To this, Geren added, “It
was true then and it’s true
today. And the debt grows
daily.” %
www.texasbar.com

STATE BAR OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING

FORT WORTH, TEXAS • JUNE 10-11, 2010

ETHICS & PROFESSIONALISM
OF ATTICUS FINCH CLE

BAR LEADERS
RECOGNITION LUNCHEON

T

Getting It Right What Would Atticus Do?

he mood was light at the
2010 Bar Leaders Recognition Luncheon in Fort Worth.
Presidential award winners were
recognized before featured
speaker Walt Coleman, an NFL
official, entertained guests with
comparisons of the ethical
dilemmas both lawyers and referees face.
Fort Worth Mayor Mike
Moncrief began the program by
welcoming attendees to his
home city. “We are delighted to
have you again. The last time
you were here was 1994. Those
of you who haven’t visited in
some time, you are in for a
treat,” he promised, adding
“We’re very comfortable in our
boots here.” Moncrief spoke
briefly about practicing law in
Texas. “As attorneys in the Lone
Star State, each of you has an
important role to play in Texas.
I know this will be a great convention.”
Immediate Past President
Roland K. Johnson recognized
the year’s award winners. After
the accolades were distributed,
Dallas attorney Talmage Boston
introduced Coleman. “We’ve
decided to have our keynote
speaker have no involvement in
the legal profession,” Boston
joked. “His rulings are often
unpopular and require him to
take a little bit of heat — not
unlike lawyers and judges. He
has been applauded by thousands, but booed by millions.
Just like the public perception
of lawyers.”
Coleman, who has officiated
22 seasons in the NFL, continued the streak of levity. “I’m
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T

NFL official Walt Coleman

here because they wanted some
group that gets less respect than
lawyers,” he said. “I’m not used
to people applauding!” He
spoke about the similarities
between referees, attorneys, and
judges, who are all sometimes
required to make quick judgment calls. “I can relate to what
y’all deal with. Do it right and
get it right — that’s what it’s all
about.” Dealing with negative
feedback is a large part of officiating — and often, practicing
law — but Coleman stressed
the importance of not letting it
affect job performance. “You’ve
gotta learn to work through it.
We have to learn to laugh at it,
we have to learn to let it go.”
“Lawyers are the integrity of
the country,” Coleman said.
“Just as referees are the integrity
of the National Football
League.” And that responsibility means that not all parties
may be pleased with the outcome. “You’re not going to
make everybody happy, but you
have to be comfortable with
yourself.” Coleman also advised
attorneys to go easy on themselves. “We can’t be perfect,” he
said, “but we can be the best we
can be. We can be excellent.” %

he hottest fashion statement
in Fort Worth wasn’t a sharp
suit or cowboy boots. Attendees
from all over the state proudly
wore rubber bracelets with the
words “What Would Atticus
Do?” stamped on them — a nod
to the integrity of Harper Lee’s
fictional small-town lawyer.
Given away in conjunction
with the Ethics & Professionalism of Atticus Finch CLE track,
the bracelets were part of a program designed to honor the values embodied by Atticus Finch
in To Kill a Mockingbird. Participants discussed the problems
facing the beloved character,
reflected on the historical context of the novel, and watched
clips from the 1962 film starring Gregory Peck.
Dallas attorney Talmage
Boston, who helped organize the
program, described To Kill a
Mockingbird as the most important book written since Mark
Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. “It came when America
was opening its eyes to the Civil
Rights movement,” he said. Bill
Parrish, who presented with
Boston, said, “The lesson I hope
we take from this as lawyers is to
handle ourselves as true professionals and to fight the good
fight and raise the profession.”
Judge Royal Furgeson discussed how the lack of diversity
on the novel’s jury contributed to
the conviction of an innocent
man. “The jury didn’t get it right
and we know it,” he said, “but
it’s getting better. It’s an institution that makes America great.”
Jim Perdue, Houston attorney
and author of I Remember Atti-

Former U.S. Attorney General
Dick Thornburgh

cus: Inspiring Stories Every Trial
Lawyer Should Know, spoke
about the qualities that made
Atticus Finch a captivating storyteller. “I was born again when
I read To Kill a Mockingbird in
law school,” he said. Explaining
the importance of pitch, speaking speed, tone, and eye contact
in the courtroom, he joked, “If
you want to be a trial lawyer, the
worst thing you can do is go to
law school. Atticus Finch helps
you keep perspective.”
Dallas attorney Kim Askew
shared anecdotes from her
childhood. “In many ways, I
was a lot like Scout,” she said.
“I didn’t know the words ‘Jim
Crow,’ but I knew my mother
would always take me to the
right water fountain. It was
important for me to stand up in
front of a group of my peers
and talk about how Atticus
Finch has influenced me.”
Former U.S. Attorney General Dick Thornburgh and Baylor
University President Ken Starr
also spoke during the program,
highlighting the importance of
the ethics displayed by Atticus .
“Lawyers,” Starr said, “are the
instruments of justice.” %
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Presidents’ Award
Hon. Doug Lang of Dallas for
his dedication and commitment to young lawyers entering
the legal profession, demonstrated through his leadership
in the mentoring program and
Transition to Practice initiatives.
Justice Lang’s strong belief in
professionalism sets an example
for all lawyers.
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State Bar Awards

Harris Finley & Bogle, P.C. in
recognition of the firm’s willingness to support the organized Bar as firm attorney
Roland Johnson fulfilled the
honor and responsibilities of
serving as president of the State
Bar of Texas.

Certificate of Merit
Nominated by the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct Committee, Lillian
Hardwick of Houston labored
unceasingly to complete the
drafting of new rules and comments for the Texas Supreme
Court, and is honored for her
leadership, insights, and expertise.

Students of Yavneh Academy
of Dallas for recognizing the
importance of access to our justice system and for the creativity, commitment, and energy
spent demonstrating that there
are no obstacles that cannot be
overcome in finding solutions
and making a difference.

Presidential Citations
Janna Clarke and David Keltner of Fort Worth for tremendous leadership as co-chairs of
the Annual Meeting Committee and working tirelessly to
ensure that Fort Worth’s best
was showcased, in addition to
providing tremendous programming for Texas lawyers.
Kennon Peterson of Austin for
her service to the lawyers of
Texas in assisting the Supreme
Court of Texas and State Bar of
Texas in listening, considering,
and responding to myriad issues
relating to proposed changes to
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct, and for
her commitment to the Rule of
Law and service to others.

2008–09 President Harper Estes (center) with Certificate of Merit recipient
Lillian Hardwick and Presidents’ Award winner Justice Doug Lang.

ing the effort to implement the
“Transition to Practice” and
“After the Bar Exam” programs.
Dickson’s leadership and professionalism are reflected in these
programs that demonstrate the
legal profession’s commitment
to the newest Texas lawyers.

Paul Talmage Boston, Jr. for
planning an entire day of ethics
programming surrounding the
ideals of Atticus Finch. Boston’s
professionalism and commitment to the ideals exemplified
through this character bring great
pride to the legal profession.
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South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation Project
(ProBAR) in Harlingen for
more than 20 years of recruiting, training, and coordinating
the efforts of lawyers, legal
assistants, and law students in
ensuring that those seeking asylum understand the process and
have the best opportunity possible. It is with great pride and
appreciation that the State Bar
of Texas recognizes the compassion, steadfastness, and dedication to access to justice for all of
the lawyers, legal assistants, and
volunteers of ProBAR.

Honorary
Leon Jaworski Award
For Teaching Excellence

Trisha Graham of Fort Worth
for leadership and commitment
to the lawyers of Tarrant County and the State of Texas.
David Dickson of Waco for
serving as chair of the Professionalism Committee and lead-

Baylor Law School for all the
support Dean Brad Toben and
the law school have so generously demonstrated throughout
the year. Roland K. Johnson, a
Baylor Law School alumnus,
served as president of the State
Bar of Texas.

Pictured (left to right) during the Presidents’ Gala are Harper and Dee Estes,
Roland and Cindy Johnson, and Sue and Terry Tottenham.

Joe Ramirez, administrative
supervisor for Social Studies,
AISD, is the 2010 recipient.
The Jaworski Award is presented by the State Bar of Texas
Board of Directors to recognize
www.texasbar.com
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Judge Lora Livingston (center) was the recipient of the Nancy L. Garms
Memorial Award for law-focused education.

educators who have made an
outstanding contribution to
law-focused education and
whose programs foster understanding of the values of our
legal and judicial systems.

Nancy L. Garms
Memorial Award
Hon. Lora Livingston of Austin
for outstanding contributions
to law-focused education.

et of $450,000 to over $1 million, which has allowed the
Cabrini Center to expand its
services to representing all of
the detained unaccompanied
minors housed in the Greater
Houston area, vulnerable populations of asylum seekers, victims of human trafficking and
domestic violence, and familybased immigration.

Frank J. Scurlock Award
Gene Cavin Award
Hon. Eugene Cook of College
Station for his outstanding contributions to continuing legal
education.

J. Chrys Dougherty
Legal Services Award
As legal director, Wafa Abdin’s
vision and leadership has not
only allowed the Cabrini Center in Houston to grow and
serve more clients, it has also
saved lives and had an impact
on countless families seeking
assistance in matters regarding
immigration. Under her tenure,
the Center’s funding has
increased from an annual budgwww.texasbar.com/tbj

Jeffrey A. Stocks was honored
for his pro bono work assisting
child victims of abuse, abandonment, neglect, and persecution through asylum and special
immigrant juvenile visas. During
the last three years, Stocks has
handled cases for at least nine
minors, each of which required
160-240 hours of legal work.
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The Fowler Firm, represented by Natalie Niles Arguello and Laura Sanders
Fowler, received the W. Frank Newton Award.

or nearly one full month of
each attorney’s time.
Marathon Oil Joe Simmons
Legal Pro Bono Program promotes opportunities, recruits,
and trains lawyers to serve pro
bono, staffs legal clinics, and
distributes cases referred by the
Houston Volunteer Lawyers
Program. The program has provided will-a-thons, represented
children through Special Immigrant Juvenile Status cases and,
working with Texas C-Bar, also
recruits attorneys to serve as
general counsel for United Way
agencies. In 2009, the second
year of the program, 77 percent
of Marathon attorneys and 65
percent of the staff worked more
than 1,100 pro bono hours.

Pro Bono Award
W. Frank Newton Award
The Fowler Law Firm in 2009
donated $46,386 to scholarships and nonprofit organizations and provided 2,183 hours
of pro bono representation to
those who could not otherwise
afford to pay for legal services,

During 2009, 1,191 lawyers and
1,048 non-lawyer volunteers
participated in the Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program,
donating 18,008 volunteer
hours of pro bono work. DVAP
has 11 neighborhood legal clinics per month at seven commu-

nity locations, five pro se divorce
clinics monthly, wills clinics
coordinated with the Dallas
Area on Aging, and other events
such as the Belo Legal Clinic at
the Belo Mansion. The group
has partnered with the Housing
Crisis Center to provide Landlord-Tenant Workshops. DVAP
assists clients with other civil
matters, including consumer
issues, benefits, employment,
family, and housing issues.

Pro Bono Coordinator Award
Maria “Lulu” Villanueva serves
as a clinic coordinator with the
Community Justice Program at
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid.
Pro bono lawyers in Bexar
County have assisted 3,000
clients since the program’s
inception in 2003. The Community Justice Program — a
collaborative effort of the San
Antonio Bar Association, Texas
RioGrande Legal Aid, and
other groups — brings the
courthouse to the community,
providing evening clinics to
assist those most in need of pro
bono legal services. %
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Distinguished
Counselor Award
(ANTITRUST AND BUSINESS
LITIGATION)

Hon. W. Royal Furgeson
Dallas

FORT WORTH, TEXAS • JUNE 10-11, 2010

Section Awards

Exceptional Pro Bono Award
(PARALEGAL DIVISION)

Lyla Malolepszy
Sherman

Special Recognition Award
(PARALEGAL)

A. Michael Ferrill
San Antonio

Rhonda J. Brashears
Amarillo

Justice David Wellington Chew
Achievement Award

Debbie Spencer
Dallas

(ASIAN-PACIFIC INTEREST)

Hon. James C. Ho
Austin

Lori Winter
Dallas

Robert B. Wilson
Distinguished Service Award

Noble Award in Poverty Law

(BANKRUPTCY LAW)

James C. Harrington
Austin

(POVERTY LAW)

Elizabeth Guffy
Houston

Impact Award in Poverty Law
John C. Ackard
Community Service Award

Capt. Guillermo Rovayo-Perez of El Paso was awarded the
Military Law Section’s Col. Thomas C. Krauska Award.

(BANKRUPTCY LAW)

Mary Daffin
Addison

Banco Rotto Award
(BANKRUPTCY LAW)

Larry E. Kelly
Austin

Outstanding Service Award
(BANKRUPTCY LAW)

Timothy Million
Houston

Romina L. Mulloy-Bossio
Achievement Award,
Outstanding Young
Bankruptcy Lawyer
(BANKRUPTCY LAW)

Omar J. Alaniz
Dallas

Community Service Award

Civil Rights Award

Luther H. Soules Award

(INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES)

(LITIGATION)

Sarah R. Weddington
Austin

Richard “Dicky” Grigg
Austin

Legends Award
(INSURANCE LAW )

Jim Cowles
Dallas

Col. Tom C. Krauska Award

Reynaldo G. Garza
Lifetime Achievement Award
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Pamela M. Brown
Weslaco
Annette M. Lamoreaux
Houston

Capt. Guillermo Rovayo-Perez
El Paso

Angela L. Lee
Austin

(INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW)

Col. Ted E. Bailey, Jr. Award

Judge Norman W. Black Award

Barton E. Showalter
Dallas

(MILITARY LAW)

Chair’s Award

Outstanding Inventor
of the Year
(INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW )

Dr. Jennifer West
Houston

Maj. Kyson M. Johnson
Dallas

Michael L. O’Neal
Outstanding Jurist
Gavel Award
(MUNICIPAL JUDGES)

(SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER
IDENTIFICATION ISSUES)

Hon. Jerry L. Buchmeyer
(posthumously)
Dallas

Outstanding Texas Tax Lawyer
(TAXATION)

Charles O. Gavin
Dallas

Dr. Naomi Halas
Houston

Hon. Lester G. Rorick
Pasadena

Women & Minority
Scholarship Award

Outstanding
Committee Chair Award

(INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW)

(PARALEGAL DIVISION)

Justice Linda Yanez
Edinburg

Ricardo Bonilla
Lubbock

Sheila Milbrandt
Beaumont

Ma’at Justice Award

Shruti Krishnan
SMU Dedman School of Law

Wendi A. Rogers
Dallas

Sarah T. Hughes Award
(WOMEN AND THE LAW)

(WOMEN AND THE LAW)

(HISPANIC ISSUES)

Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer
San Antonio

Martha M. Beard-Duncan
Austin

(MILITARY LAW)

(HISPANIC ISSUES)

Mary Helen Berlanga
Corpus Christi

(POVERTY LAW)

Alicia Key
Dripping Springs
www.texasbar.com
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Local Bar Awards

2009–10 State Bar President Roland Johnson presented Randy Sorrels
of Houston with the Judge Sam Williams Leadership Award.

Judge Sam Williams
Leadership Award
Randall O. Sorrels of Houston
for his outstanding leadership in
the Houston Bar Association and
his significant contributions in
maintaining the HBA’s relationship with the State Bar of Texas.

Award of Merit
Division II
Smith County Bar Association
Division III
El Paso Bar Association
Division IV
Tarrant County Bar Association
Division V
Dallas Bar Association

Star of Achievement
Division II
Smith County Bar Association
Division III
El Paso Bar Association
Division IV
Dallas Association
of Young Lawyers
www.texasbar.com/tbj

Division V
Dallas Bar Association

Outstanding
Partnership Award
Division II
Denton County Bar Association
Division III
El Paso Bar Association
Division IV
Houston Young Lawyers
Association
Division V
Houston Bar Association

Series of Articles:
Substantive Law
Division II
Denton County Bar Association
Division III
Hidalgo County Bar Association
Hidalgo County Bar Foundation

2009–10 State Bar President Roland Johnson presented writing awards
to John Browning of the Rockwall County Bar Association.

Series of Articles:
Feature/General Interest
Division II
Rockwall County Bar Association

Division IV
San Antonio Bar Association
Division V
Houston Bar Association

Division III
El Paso Bar Association

Feature Story

Division IV
Tarrant County Bar Association

Division II
Denton County Bar Association

Division V
Dallas Bar Association

Division III
El Paso Bar Association

Publication News Article

Division IV
San Antonio Bar Association

Division II
Rockwall County Bar Association
Division III
El Paso Bar Association

Division V
Houston Bar Association

Best Overall Newsletter

Division IV
Austin Bar Association
San Antonio Bar Association

Division II
Amarillo Area Bar Association

Division V
Dallas Bar Association

Division III
El Paso Bar Association
Jefferson County Bar Association

Human Interest Story
Division IV
Tarrant County Bar Association

Division II
Cameron County Bar Association

Division IV
Austin Bar Association
Tarrant County Bar Association

Division V
Dallas Bar Association

Division III
Jefferson County Bar Association

Division V
Houston Bar Association
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Outstanding Young
Lawyer of Texas Award
As a director and later president
of the San Antonio Young
Lawyers Association (SAYLA),
David M. Evans was instrumental in increasing membership and participation, and
created the SAYLA website. He
has served as a mock trial coach
for various high schools with
students from low-income families in San Antonio and helped
produce an instructional video
for mock trial participants. He
serves as a member of the Habitat for Humanity Board of
Directors, the William S. Sessions Inns of Court, and provides pro bono legal services to
family law clients through the
Community Justice Program.

Joseph M. Pritchard Inn
Outstanding Director Award
During her three years as a
director, Natasha L. Brooks,
an assistant city attorney for the
City of Midland, has focused
her efforts on increasing diversity in the legal profession and
educating Texas school children
about their rights and responsibilities. Brooks co-directed the
New Lawyers Course in partnership with TexasBarCLE, was
instrumental in the success of
TYLA’s first Pre-law Diversity
Symposium, and helped plan
and implement the Central
Texas
Diversity
Summit.
Through her hard work and
dedication,
Brooks
has
strengthened TYLA’s diversity
efforts.

Liberty Bell Award
A rural advocate for Central
Texas Family Abuse Center in
Waco, Joy Borjes is a licensed
social worker who serves six
Central Texas counties. She
works closely with the victim
assistance coordinator and provides legal advocacy to victims
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TYLA Award Winners

TYLA President’s
Awards of Merit
Rebekah S. Brooker of Dallas
dedicated many hours to revising and editing Seniors and the
Law and helped draft Dealing
with Dementia. Brooker is very
involved in the Dallas Association of Young Lawyers.
Kelly L. Burris of Dallas singlehandedly updated Adoption
Options and the Pro Se Divorce
Handbook to reflect legislative
changes. Burris also drafted two
new public service brochures,
Names Changes in Texas and
Expunctions in Texas.

Jennifer Evans Morris of Dallas takes office as 2010–2011
president of the Texas Young Lawyers Association.

and their families, ensuring
they understand the legal
process and are aware of the
resources available to them.
Borjes also works tirelessly to
recruit and train volunteers for
the Family Abuse Center, thereby guaranteeing additional
advocates to assist crime victims
in Central Texas.

Outstanding Mentor Award
Chief Justice (Ret.) Thomas R.
Phillips, a partner in Baker
Botts, L.L.P. in Austin, is a frequent panelist and author who
has been recognized for his public service, leadership, and service
to the profession. He mentored
many first-year lawyers through
judicial clerkships while at the
Supreme Court and continues
to men-tor countless others in
private practice.

TYLA President’s Award
As a co-chair of the Family LawSeniors and Children’s Rights
Committee, Erin O’Driscoll
coordinated and conducted several rollouts of Healing the

Wounds at women’s shelters
around Houston and assisted in
developing Loves Me, Loves Me
Not: A Handbook on Teen Dating Violence. As a member of the
Community Education and
Consumer Affairs Committee,
she coordinated with Urban
Business Initiative and North
Pasadena Community Outreach
to prepare a presentation on
small business issues, supplementing her efforts on TYLA’s
new publication, Small Business
Toolkit. She revised and updated
TYLA’s Legal Guide for Cancer
Patients and participated in a
number of events in Houston
where the guide was featured.
She was a member of the Cyber
Crimes Committee that produced the award-winning project, R U Safe? Protecting Yourself
in Cyberspace and organized several rollouts for Houston-area
schools. O’Driscoll also serves
as a director for the Houston
Young Lawyers Association and
as a trustee for the Houston
Young Lawyers Foundation
Board.

Heather A. Creed, who serves
as assistant dean of Professional
Development & Student Relations at Baylor Law School, was
asked to help facilitate a TYLA
project that would expose Central Texas area high school students to diversity issues. She
created the Central Texas
Diversity Forum and created
three new 30-minute projects,
including a mini-mock trial, a
group debate on affirmative
action, and a mock law school
class taught by law professors.
The project will be shared with
students across Texas for years
to come.
Thea D. Dalkalitsis, an associate of Hermes, Sargent, Bates,
L.L.P. in Dallas, served on the
National Trial Competition
Committee. Dalkalitsis assisted
in recruiting witnesses for the
competition and also served as a
NTC judge.
Zeke Fortenberry, an assistant
district attorney in Collin
County in McKinney, served
on the National Trial Competition Committee. Fortenberry
assisted in recruiting witnesses
for the competition and assisted
with the hospitality suite.
www.texasbar.com
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David M. Evans of San Antonio (right) received the Outstanding Young
Lawyer of Texas Award from 2009–10 President Cori Harbour of El Paso.

Clint Harbour of Austin serves
as TYLA’s Access to Justice liaison. In addition to his ATJ
duties, Harbour co-chaired the
35th annual National Trial
Competition and was instrumental in running the 2009
State Moot Court Competition.
Wendy A. Humphrey, an assistant professor of legal practice
at Texas Tech University School
of Law in Lubbock, volunteered
her time with TYLA’s State
Moot Court and National Trial
competitions.
Lt. Col. Jon Jackson, an attorney with the Office of Military
Commissions in Arlington, Va.,
contributed to the National
Trial Competition by serving as
a presiding judge and a witness.
This year, he returned from
Afghanistan to participate.
Keith L. Krueger of College
Station assisted in planning the
TYLA Roadshows that were
held in Brownsville and
McAllen and drafted a new
public service pamphlet, Facing
Foreclosure.
www.texasbar.com/tbj

As a co-chair of the Cyber
Crimes Committee, Alyssa J.
Long of San Antonio helped
produce the award-winning
project, R U Safe? Protecting
Yourself in Cyberspace. She
served as a co-chair of the Local
Affiliates Committee, assisted
with the Bar Leaders Conference, and as a member of the
Low Income Texans Committee, she revised and edited several chapters of the Legal
Handbook of the State Counsel
for Offenders, a joint project
with the Texas Civil Rights
Project.
Celina Lopez, an in-house
attorney in Houston, was instrumental in developing Loves Me,
Loves Me Not: A Handbook on
Teen Dating Violence.
Christopher Rogers, the former American Bar Association
Young Lawyer Division District
26 Representative to the TYLA
Board, of Dallas, spearheaded
the effort to redesign TYLA’s
new website and revised content and improved the organization of the site. He will
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Natasha Brooks of Midland received the
Joseph M. Pritchard Inn Oustanding Director Award.

serve as chair of the ABA-YLD
in 2013.
Sarah Rogers of Dallas was
instrumental in updating Seniors and the Law. She worked
tirelessly on Dealing with
Dementia and participated in a
Healing the Wounds presentation at the Genesis Women’s
Shelter. She also assisted with
the I Am a Lawyer project.
Rosalyn R. Tippett, a Dallas
sole practitioner, served as cochair of the 35th annual
National Trial Competition.
Tippett donated an untold
number of hours to ensure that
NTC was a success. Tippett
closed her office for a week to
volunteer with TYLA.
Rebecca Vela of McAllen for
serving as co-chair of the State
Moot Court Competition and
co-chair of the Local Affiliates
Committee. Without Vela’s
guidance and leadership, the
TYLA Roadshows that were
held in Brownsville and
McAllen would not have been
possible. She also served as a co-

chair of the Family Law-Seniors
and Children’s Rights Committee and was instrumental in
editing Loves Me, Loves Me Not:
A Handbook on Teen Dating
Violence.

TYLA Minority Scholarship
Program Recipients
Nicholas Patrick Chu
Baylor Law School
Sylia Gallegos
South Texas College of Law
Amber Hamilton
Texas Wesleyan University
School of Law
Tiffany Jackson
Texas Southern University
Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Susana Silva
St. Mary’s University
School of Law
Ron Yun Sung
University of Houston Law Center
Lacey Watson
Texas Tech University
School of Law
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South Texas College of Law placed first in the 2010 TYLA Moot Court Competition. Team members front row (left to right): Zachary Bowman, Jennifer
Schuch, and Andrew Nelson; coached by Rob Galloway (not pictured). Members of the Supreme Court of Texas served as judges for the competition.

TYLA Award of Achievement
These awards recognize outstanding efforts by TYLA affiliates in public and professional
service.
In the large city category, the
Austin Young Lawyers Association won third place, comprehensive; and first place, single
project/service to the public.
The Dallas Association of
Young Lawyers won first place,
comprehensive; first place, sin-

gle project/service to the Bar;
second place, single project/service to the public; second
place, minority project; and
first place, newsletter. The Fort
Worth-Tarrant County Young
Lawyers Association won second place, single project/service
to the Bar. The Houston Young
Lawyers Association won second place, comprehensive; third
place, single project/service to
the Bar; third place, single project/service to the public; first

2009–2010 TYLA Board of Directors Chair C.E. Rhodes of Houston (left)
with his successor as chair, David Anderson of Dallas.
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place, minority project; and second place, newsletter.
In the small city category,
the Greater Denton County
Young Lawyers Association
won second place, comprehensive; and second place, single
project/service to the Bar. The
Cameron County Young
Lawyers Association won second place, single project/service
to the public; and first place,
newsletter. The Collin County

Young Lawyers Association
won first place, comprehensive;
third place, single project/service
to the Bar; third place, single
project/service to the public;
and second place, newsletter.
The Jefferson County Young
Lawyers Association won first
place, single project/service to
the public. The Texarkana
Young Lawyers Association
won third place, comprehensive; and first place, single project/service to the Bar. J

2008–2009 TYLA President Sylvia Cardona (second from left) and 2011–2012
Chair Alfonso Cabañas (far right) at the Texas Bar Foundation reception.
www.texasbar.com
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Ronald D. Secrest
Outstanding
Trial Lawyer Award
His vast trial experience has
made John J. “Mike” McKetta
III of Austin a popular speaker
at continuing legal education
courses. Professional ethics is a
priority for McKetta, who often
participates in ethics-related
events and who served as chair
of the Austin Bar’s Ethics and
Professionalism Committee. He
has served as executive chair of
the Board of Trustees at St.
Stephen’s Episcopal School and
on the board of various community organizations. McKetta
is active with Volunteer Legal
Services of Central Texas.

Dan Rugeley Price
Memorial Award
A prolific legal writer and
dedicated CLE speaker, Paul
Gold of Houston can be found
speaking to attorneys nationwide. He has served on countless Supreme Court and State
Bar committees and is a member of the State Bar College.
His exceptional contributions
to the legal community have
earned him esteemed recognitions such as the State Bar’s
Gene Cavin Award and the
Texas Trial Lawyers Association’s John Howie Award for
Mentorship. A $1,000 donation for a law student scholarship will be made in honor of
Gold for this award.

Samuel Pessarra
Outstanding Jurist Award
After practicing in the private
sector for more than 20 years,
Judge Keith P. Ellison of the
U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas in
Houston was appointed to the
federal bench by President Bill
Clinton in 1999. Judge Ellison
was selected as the 2007–08
Trial Judge of the Year by the
www.texasbar.com/tbj
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Texas Bar Foundation Awards

Front row (left to right): Henry Gilchrist, Susan Fortney, Blake Tartt,
Paul Gold, and Judge Keith P. Ellison.
Back row (left to right): Joe B. Cannon, Bryan Camp, and Mike McKetta.

Texas Association of Civil Trial
and Appellate Specialists and
rated as one of the top three
judges in the country by the
Robin Room, a legal website
that evaluates federal district and
magistrate judges. His community efforts extend to the Houston Refugee Pro Bono Project
and he has served as director and
president-elect of the Gulf Coast
Legal Foundation.

Lola Wright
Foundation Award
Texas Tech University School
of Law Professor Susan Fortney of Lubbock is a national
leader in advancing legal ethics.
Fortney has served on the
Supreme Court of Texas task
force appointed to recommend
changes to the Disciplinary
Rules, the Supreme Court of
Texas Grievance Oversight
Committee, and the Supreme
Court of Texas Board of Disciplinary Appeals. As part of the
Lola Wright Foundation Award,
a $10,000 donation will be
made in Fortney’s name to the
Texas Tech Law Foundation.

Outstanding
Law Review Article
Texas Tech University School
of Law Professor Bryan Camp’s
article, Protecting Trust Assets
from the Federal Tax Lien, is the
2010 Outstanding Law Review
Article. The article, published in
Texas Tech University School of
Law’s Estate Planning & Community Law Journal, Vol. 1, provides practical knowledge to
expert estate planners, general
practitioners, and academics.
The article has gained national
recognition and Professor Camp
has been asked to present his
findings at numerous seminars.

Outstanding
50-Year Lawyer Awards
As an ambitious University of
Texas law student, Joe B. Cannon of Groesbeck successfully
ran for the Texas House of Representatives. As a house member, he played an instrumental
role in passing progressive legislation. After serving two terms
in the Legislature and completing law school, Cannon
returned to Groesbeck, where

he still practices today. During
the past 50 years, Cannon
served on the State Bar Board
— where he served as chair
from 1979-1980 — and chaired
the State Bar of Texas Sunset
Committee. He also served as a
Texas Bar Foundation Trustee.
Cannon has committed countless hours to representing legally
underserved Texans and has
been a member of the Pro Bono
College for more than 15 years.
Henry Gilchrist of Dallas
serves on numerous boards,
including the Southwestern
Legal Foundation, the Development Council for the Texas
A&M University George Bush
School of Government and
Public Service, the Texas A&M
University Private Enterprise
Research Center, the Texas
A&M Community Foundation
of Texas, the Southern
Methodist University School of
Engineering Executive Board,
and the United Methodist
Higher Education Foundation.
In addition to board service,
pro bono intiatives and helping
others have been a significant
interest in his life.
As a young lawyer, former
State Bar of Texas President
Blake Tartt joined Fulbright &
Jaworski, L.L.P., where he practiced for 41 years. Tartt’s service
to bar-related entities has
proven tireless. In addition to
serving as State Bar President,
he served in the American Bar
Association’s House of Delegates for more than 25 years, as
president of the Southern Conference of State Bar Presidents,
and volunteered on countless
American Bar and State Bar of
Texas committees, the University of Houston Law Foundation
Board of Trustees, and the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and
Professionalism. %
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