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2019

CONTEST
WINNERS

FIRST PLACE

— KINDERGARTEN TO SECOND GRADE POSTER

Adyasha Pradhan
“FREEDOM OF SPEECH + FREEDOM OF PRESS =
FREEDOM OF SOCIETY”
Moore Elementary (Houston)
Houston Bar Association

FIRST PLACE

— SIXTH TO EIGHTH GRADE POSTER

Heba Badat
“LET’S TALK ABOUT IT!”

Madison Franklin
“UNTITLED”

Kujawa Elementary (Houston)

W.H. Atwell Law Academy (DeSoto)

Houston Bar Association

Dallas Bar Association

FIRST PLACE

414

— THIRD TO FIFTH GRADE POSTER

FIRST PLACE

— NINTH TO 12TH GRADE POSTER

FIRST PLACE

— PHOTOGRAPHY

Ashton Goebel
“FREE SOCIETY DIES IN DARKNESS”

Rolando Vera
“STIFLED MEDIA, OPPRESSED PEOPLE”

Hardin-Jefferson High School (Beaumont)

G.W. Carver Magnet High School (Houston)

Jefferson County Bar Association

Houston Bar Association

Texas Bar Journal • June 2019

texasbar.com

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh
LAW DAY 2019 EDITORIAL

Freedoms from Holland, Texas,
to Sea to Shining Sea
LUKE FREI

It’s 8 a.m. at tiny Holland High School, the
school I have come to love. A reassuring monotone
voice booms across the loudspeaker imploring my
fellow classmates to rise, face the American flag,
and pledge allegiance to the country I love so dear.
I have looked forward to this moment since
kindergarten and as my final days of my senior year
draw to a close, I breathe it in and loudly exclaim
each and every word. I am beyond proud to be an
American as my parents have instilled the values
of God, family, and country into me.
However, on this day, I look across the row, and
see a fellow classmate who is new to our school sitting
quietly at her desk, not saluting the flag and not
reciting. I find out later that she is abstaining for
religious reasons. At first I am bewildered, and some
of my friends are angered, but as the days and weeks
go on, my pride swells. This is truly why America is
different. This is truly why America is still the greatest
country in the world. Despite our massive amount of
Frei accepts his award from 2018-2019 State Bar President Joe K.
differences, our 2019 America is great because of the Luke
Longley before reading his first place editorial at the Texas Law Center.
freedoms of speech and press we still enjoy today.
All reaches of our society today are impacted by freedom of speech and press. Sometimes it is straightforward and sometimes it is not. NFL players obviously have the right to kneel while the anthem is sung and
nobody has the right to yell “fire” in a crowded theater due to safety concerns. And our speech is as free as
it has ever been. However, that does not mean that we can say anything and everything we want and that
is where the arguments begin, and much of that occurs in the media, social media, and in technology.
The internet has existed since the day I was born, and as my wise father has succinctly stated, “All we
know is what the media tells us.” And so, they must be able to continue to tell the truth and be willing to
do so. Our views on huge events like Russian influence on the 2016 presidential election or whether there
is a true crisis at the Mexican border or if that is “fake news” comes from freedom and integrity of the press,
and shapes how we feel about our world, country, and our very selves as human beings.
I have truly always lived in a global and digital United States of America. There are modern challenges
to the amazing freedoms of speech and freedoms of press our forefathers bore. Some days are challenging,
but I continue to truly have faith that even though my views are different from the views of my classmate
who sits for the anthem, these freedoms will continue to make places from Holland to sea from shining sea
in America the greatest country in the world. TBJ
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Luke Frei, of Holland High School in Holland, represented the Bell County Young Lawyers Association
in the Law Day editorial contest, which explored the theme of “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”
To see the full list of contest winners, go to texasbar.com/lawday.
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