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THE SCENE Clockwise from left: State Bar of Texas President Laura Gibson; the President’s Party; the State Bar of Texas Podcast recording.

Looking to the Future
The State Bar of Texas resumed its in-person Annual Meeting June 9-10 in Houston after a two-year hiatus due to the COVID19 pandemic. Highlights included Friday’s General Session Luncheon, which featured parting remarks by State Bar of Texas
2021-2022 President Sylvia Borunda Firth and the swearing-in of 2022-2023 President Laura Gibson by Texas Supreme Court
Justice Debra Lehrmann. A Houston native, Gibson discussed her primary objective for the bar year—prioritizing attorney
succession planning and the widespread designation of custodian attorneys to help organize and return client files in the event of
the death of an attorney of record. Gibson referred to the “silver tsunami” of the increasing number of senior Texas lawyers. In
2021, there were 21,137 Texas lawyers over 65 years of age, a number that represents about 19% of all State Bar members and
magnifies the importance of thorough succession planning. “That tsunami is here,” Gibson said. Gibson urged attorneys to take
advantage of the bar’s custodian designation portal at texasbar.com/succession.
THE MODERN JUROR
“The rationale for every single jury verdict out there—and life decision in your life—can be reduced to a 3-by-5 index card,”
said Jason Bloom, president of Bloom Strategic Consulting, during a panel discussion titled “Getting Back to Trial: The Modern
Juror.” “I voted for the defendant because . . .,” Bloom added, providing an example. He said that a lawyer preparing for her
next jury trial should grab an index card and write the answer and then work backward. “I call it notecard justice.” Bloom said
that the best lawyers and best witnesses are the ones answering the questions that the decisionmakers, the jurors, are asking.
“You don’t know that they are,” he said. “You have to predict it.”

DANGEROUS DOG HEARINGS
Austin attorney and 2021-2022 Animal Law Section Chair Eric Torberson discussed the scope of what classifies a dog as
dangerous and how the current law—particularly the Health and Safety Code Title 10, Chapter 822—addresses cases where
such a designation is involved. Torberson noted key points of the existing statute including the definition of a serious bodily
injury, the timeline for hearings and appeals, enclosures versus trespassing, meeting financial obligations for insurance to
cover a serious injury, and the requirements of the owner of a dog classified as “dangerous.”
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PRIVILEGE OF EXPRESSION
General Session keynote speaker Simon
Tam, an Asian American author, musician,
and activist, shared an inspiring message
about the power of fully embracing and
expressing one’s identity through music.
Tam won a unanimous landmark case at
the U.S. Supreme Court in 2017, which
granted him the right to trademark his
band name—a title that had originally
been construed as derogatory with a
racial prejudice toward Asian Americans.
At the time of the case, the Lanham Act
contained a statute that restricted
trademarks that “disparage . . . or bring . . .
into contemp[t] or disrepute” any
“persons, living or dead.” The Supreme
Court ruled against this statute in the
Lanham Act and in Tam’s favor instead,
bolstering the strength of First
Amendment rights to free speech. Tam, a
Portland, Oregon, native and the founder
and bassist of the band, shared his
journey from childhood to the Supreme
Court, coloring his experiences with his
own songs with bandmate Joe Jiang.
During his childhood and early adult
years, Tam faced harassment and ridicule
from some in his community. He

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Simon Tam

recounted one of the most memorable
experiences he had while performing at a
prison in Oregon. He said he’ll never
forget the energy of the crowd of
inmates, in a “sea of orange” prison
uniforms, joining in solidarity as the band
played a cover of “Paint It Black” by the
Rolling Stones. Following the
performance, one of the inmates

Hiding Evidence? Lying in Testimony?
Lisa Michalk, presiding judge of the 221st District Court in
Montgomery County, reviewed Texas Center for Legal Ethics
opinions on several issues, many centered on honesty and
transparency, during a panel discussion titled “Ethics
Opinions and Recent Cases.” When a client lies in testimony,
a lawyer is only obligated to make her aware of legal
ramifications and to urge her to correct her testimony. If the
client refuses, the attorney may withdraw. If the attorney
stays, he may not use false deposition to advance the client’s
case. Withholding evidence was discussed in Ethics Opinion
690, which concludes that a lawyer receiving tangible
evidence from a client may not conceal it from the
prosecuting attorney. Alternatively, a lawyer is not obligated
to accept tangible evidence from a client charged with a
crime—it may even be best to decline. “I would encourage
you not to accept the bloody knife,” Michalk said.

approached Tam and asked him to
autograph the show’s program for his
daughter. “We took the stage, and
something really incredible happens
when we do that. We have a chance to
show and share that which matters most
to us—our hearts,” Tam said. “It’s that
wonderful privilege of being able to
express ourselves with our art form.”

Immigration in the Current Era
Michelle Saenz-Rodriguez, of Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates
in Dallas, broke down recent federal directives and memos on
immigration during a session titled “State of the Union—
Biden Immigration Update.” Department of Homeland
Security guidelines in September 2021 require an assessment
of the individual and the totality of circumstances when
determining if there is a threat to national security, public
safety, or border security. Remaining in place is Title 42, a
section of 42 U.S. Code § 265 that has been used since the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic to deny entry to migrants
at the U.S.-Mexico border. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention announced a May 23 end to Title 42;
however, a federal judge in Louisiana blocked the attempt by
the Biden administration to roll it back. The legal fight over
Title 42 looms as the Department of Justice announced its
intent to appeal the decision.

A Game Changer for Student-Athletes
Los Angeles-based entertainment, media, and sports lawyer Jeremy M. Evans presented at a session titled “Name, Image, and
Likeness,” which covered recent NCAA rule changes that allow student-athletes to profit from their likeness. Additionally, Evans
did a deep dive into the aspects of how student-athletes can garner deals, specifically from their social media presence. “At the
end of the day, the brands are going to pay the athletes for what their level of engagement is on their platforms—how many
followers they have,” Evans said. The session also touched on the topic of student-athletes approaching attorneys or agents to
represent them in negotiations and deals.
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FOR THE LOVE OF JUSTICE

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Corban Addison

Keynote speaker Corban Addison, an attorney and best-selling author, greeted
the crowd at the Bench Bar Breakfast by saying he couldn’t help but think of the
cosmic irony of being invited to give a breakfast talk about a bacon lawsuit. He
then launched into the story of his latest book, Wastelands, which is set in North
Carolina. Hundreds of years ago, this part of the country was home to Bright
Leaf Tobacco, he said, but in the ‘50s and ‘60s, tobacco hit a low economically
and tobacco farmers began asking themselves how they would keep their farms
alive. Enter Wendell Murphy, who used a $10,000 loan cosigned by his father
to build the largest feed mill of its kind in the world, Addison said. Then Murphy
decided to get in the business of raising hogs and revolutionized the industry
by contracting the hogs out to other people to raise on their land, Addison said.
Murphy soon realized that growing hogs on the ground in small herds wouldn’t
be good for business, so he took a cue from Don Tyson and thought he would
put the animals in a barn, Addison said. That solved the problem of scale but
what about animal waste? What do you do with it? The homes of Black families
living near these hog facilities were getting sprayed by hog waste, Addison
said, and this becomes the basis of the lawsuit that is depicted in Wastelands.
“I went to law school because I love justice and care about the truth,” Addison
said. “There is nothing like a great case to capture your moral sensibility and
your intellect. . . . This is a great case. . . . This story is worthy of every law
student’s attention. If you want to learn how to try a case, you want to learn
how to take on the mightiest of goliaths, this is what it’s gonna take.”

Speaking before Addison, Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Nathan L. Hecht gave a brief report on the state of the
judiciary in Texas, noting that on March 13, 2020, a natural disaster was declared in the country and an hour later in Texas,
and an hour after that, the Texas Supreme Court issued its first emergency order regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. He said
he was especially proud that Texas courts, which tried to find their bearings for a couple of days, were up and running by the
following week. Hecht said the emergency orders immediately gave judges as much flexibility as possible. Now he said the
question is what to do about remote proceedings.

Generation Z at Work
The Adaptable Lawyer track began with
keynote speaker Laura Graham, director
of the Legal Analysis, Writing &
Research Program at Wake Forest
University School of Law, discussing
what kind of colleagues Gen Zers will be.
Generation Z, born between
approximately 1995 and 2010, is shaped
by shared experiences—helicopter
parents, 9/11, social media, the iPhone,
school shootings, and COVID-19, to
name a few—and is diverse and globally
minded, according to Graham. How
does that translate to the workforce? Gen
Zers are used to 24/7 access, instant
gratification, and notifications and alerts,
and some have never held an in-person
job, according to Graham. Going
forward, Graham said, employers need to
help them develop “soft skills” (think
face-to-face communication, constructive
feedback, and working together) to
enable them to thrive in the workplace.
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U.S. Supreme Court Update
Houston attorney Susanna Allen
provided an overview of the recent
activity of the U.S. Supreme Court,
including some of the major merits
decisions and key cases still awaiting
final decision at the time of the
presentation. Allen mentioned the cases
most recently heard and decided,
including Gallardo v. Marstiller, Siegel v.
Fitzgerald, Southwest Airlines v. Saxon,
and Egbert v. Boule. She provided a
breakdown of the court’s authored
majority opinions from each justice and
the percentage occurrences of 5-4, 6-3,
7-2, 8-1, and unanimous decisions.
Allen also touched on Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson, the court’s first Black
woman justice; the court’s direction in
eight cases that involve Texas-based
participants; and topics such as
COVID-19 vaccinations, abortion preenforcement challenges, and First and
Second Amendment rights.

Student Speech
State Bar of Texas Board of Directors
Chair and Dallas attorney Chad Baruch
outlined the roots and evolution of
student speech rights in the legal
community since 1940. Baruch, who
shared his passions about student rights
and freedoms, talked about the
importance of the landmark U.S.
Supreme Court cases Tinker v. Des
Moines ISD (1969) and Bethel v. Fraser
(1986), both of which spotlighted the
limited ability students had to freely
express their views within an academic
setting. He then examined a few recent
cases that focused on the subject,
including Morse v. Frederick (2007);
Mahanoy Area School District v. B.L.
(2021); and Oliver v. Arnold, which was
decided by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 5th Circuit in 2021. “You’ve got
to let kids get out into the world, and
sometimes magical things happen when
you do that,” Baruch said.
texasbar.com
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50-YEAR LAWYERS
The State Bar of Texas recognized 904 lawyers for their 50 years of membership, with more than 61 of those honorees attending a
celebratory reception that provided them with an opportunity to catch up with colleagues and friends and featured a visit from Texas
Supreme Court Chief Justice Nathan L. Hecht, State Bar of Texas President Laura Gibson, President-elect Cindy Tisdale, Immediate
Past President Sylvia Borunda Firth, Past President Larry McDougal, Chair Chad Baruch, Immediate Past Chair Santos Vargas, and
Executive Director Trey Apffel.

Lawyers’ Roles in Company DEI
At large and small companies, legal
teams can help employers foster and
maintain diversity, equity, and inclusion.
To hire from the absolute best pool of
talent, Charlene Tsang-Kao said, “You
need to cast your net out as wide as you
can.” Tsang-Kao, assistant general
counsel to Marathon Oil in Houston;
Elena Villaseñor Sullivan, an attorney
and compliance executive with Massage
Heights in San Antonio; and Mike
Henning, managing counsel of litigation
and intellectual property at United
Airlines in Houston; described how
their respective companies set DEI
policies internally and make sure
partnering law firms follow suit. Their
panel, “The Role of Companies in
Shaping Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
at Law Firms,” lobbed big questions to
ask of companies. How are diverse
counsel incorporated in matters? How
are firms retaining and developing them
in the ranks? “Teach them meaningful
roles and responsibilities—not just
giving women the party-planning
duties,” Villaseñor Sullivan said.

Putin’s Crimes in Russia?
Is Russia President Vladimir Putin
committing acts of aggression? War
crimes? Crimes against humanity?
Genocide? These were four questions
posed during the session titled “Human
Rights Implications of the Crisis in
Ukraine.” The panel discussion, hosted
by the International Law Section,
featured Douglass Cassel, counsel to
King & Spalding in New York, where
he focuses on business and human
rights, international human rights law,
and international law. He expanded on
where the guilt lies (blatant acts of
aggression or use of armed force against
a state), where it’s difficult proving
accusations (war crimes for which the
odds of someone testifying against Putin
are low, Cassel said), the International
Criminal Court’s jurisdiction to
investigate and prosecute Putin, and
Russian defense strategy. Cassel
concluded, saying the likelihood of
Putin being punished/prosecuted occurs
after a change in Russian leadership.
Other leaders of less power and
importance best to take heed, he said.

Going Green
In a session titled “IP Considerations in
Green Technology,” words such as
“sustainability” and “renewable”
dominated the discussion by panelists
Sparkle Ellison, of LyondellBasell in
Dallas; Steve Fowler, of NRG in Houston;
and Melody van Denzen, of ConocoPhillips
of Houston. The panelists explained
what green technology is—basically
anything that reduces the detrimental
effects of human activity—and then
provided a breakdown of ESG, an
approach by investors to evaluate how a
corporation works on behalf of social
goals. “E” stands for “environmental”
and includes things such as pollution
and waste. “S” stands for “social” and
includes issues such as data security. “G”
stands for “governance” and includes
corporate governance and board quality
and effectiveness. According to the
panelists, corporations care about ESG
but want to beat return on investment,
which means a fight for dollars for more
ESG activity or research and
development to bolster IP—and lawyers
are stuck in the middle.

DYING IN THE FIELDS: WHO GETS THE FARM?
Lubbock attorney Cole Shooter surveyed the potential pitfalls of neglecting succession planning for rural families. He noted
several issues can arise from the lack of planning, including damage to family relationships, tax implications, and uncertainty
with intestacy. Shooter said that with the increasing price of farmland, there’s often a disconnect between family members over its
value—some cling to the sentimental value of living and working on the land while others see the immediate monetary benefit
of selling. He suggested families consider combining business and estate planning with clear communication and a two-entity
system—one entity owns the farmland outright and completely, while another owns the livestock, equipment, and all other assets.
“This gives them skin in the game,” Shooter said. “If they feel like they are involved, they are far less likely to act in an angry way.”
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TEXAS BAR FOUNDATION AWARD WINNERS
From left: Talmage Boston—Dan Rugeley Price Memorial Award; Michael J. Ritter—
Outstanding Law Review Article Award; Hon. T. John Ward—Outstanding 50-Year Lawyer
Award; David T. López—Outstanding 50-Year Lawyer Award; Beryl P. Crowley—Outstanding
50-Year Lawyer Award; Macey Reasoner Stokes—Gregory S. Coleman Outstanding Appellate
Lawyer Award; Jane H. Macon—Outstanding 50-Year Lawyer Award; William O. Whitehurst
Jr.—Outstanding 50-Year Lawyer Award; Ben Selman—Lola Wright Foundation Award; Texas
Supreme Court Chief Justice Nathan L. Hecht—Samuel Pessarra Outstanding Jurist Award
Not pictured: Keri D. Brown—Terry Lee Grantham Memorial Award; Darrell Barger—Ronald
D. Secrest Outstanding Trial Lawyer Award

Corpus Delicti, Election Laws
Violations, and Biker Gangs
In a session titled “CCA Update,”
Court of Criminal Appeals Judge Bert
Richardson highlighted several recent
cases from the court’s docket. In
Shumway v. State, the CCA faced the
question of whether a conviction
should be overturned where a
defendant confessed to a sexual offense
against a pre-verbal child victim but
there was no other evidence of
perceptible harm. The court concluded
the corroborated confession was
sufficient enough that the corpus delicti
rule should not bar a conviction. In
State v. Stephens, the CCA determined
the attorney general cannot unilaterally
prosecute election law violations
because that violates the Texas
Constitution’s separation of powers
clause. The court also found Texas
Election Code § 273.021, which
outlines the scope of the attorney
general’s authorization to prosecute
such violations, to be unconstitutional.
Finally, the CCA in Martin v. State
determined that membership in a
motorcycle gang is not enough to
satisfy charges of unlawfully carrying a
weapon as a member of a criminal
street gang, a Class A misdemeanor.
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From Pipeline to Practitioner:
Implementing Diversity in the Profession
In this session, moderator Paul K.
Stafford, 2021-2022 chair of the State
Bar of Texas African American Lawyers
Section, asked the panelists what
motivated them to become lawyers.
Dominique D. Calhoun, the managing
partner in Calhoun Meredith in Houston,
said he lost a great deal of money over a
breach of contract while he had a general
contracting firm and decided to become
a lawyer because he never wanted to be
in that position again. Sydne Collier, a
commercial litigator now working as a
judicial law clerk, said there were no
lawyers in her family but that she was
lucky enough to have parents who said she
argued all the time and perhaps should be
an attorney. Panelist Gregory Franklin,
an associate of Greenberg Traurig in
Dallas, said the key to getting people in
the pipeline is exposing kids early—even
as young as sixth grade—to what lawyers
and law firms do. The discussion moved
from law school to practitioner—and
the hiring process. Calhoun asked, “If
you are not in the room when the
hiring decision is being made, how do
you influence the conversation?”
Calhoun said one is not enough—you
have to be the person to bring in more.

Live Events After Astroworld
A session titled “Astroworld Aftermath:
Litigation and Its Impact on the Live
Events Industry,” hosted by the State
Bar of Texas Entertainment and Sports
Law Section, covered the tragic concert
held by Travis Scott in Houston during
which 10 people died and thousands
were injured by a panic-surged crowd.
During the session, videos and photos
were presented, and panelists Saba Syed
and Brent Turbin, of Bell Nunnally &
Martin in Dallas, and Barrett Robin, of
Hamilton Wingo in Dallas, discussed
how the event unfolded from the
perspectives of Scott, event-goers,
camera operators, the Houston Police
Department, and others. Robin tagged
festival founder and headliner Travis
Scott for not stopping his performance
at times to allow EMT to address the
crowd. Syed argued the rapper cares
about his fans but does not have
responsibility to moderate a crowd of
thousands. The panelists all agreed the
loss of life was tragic and avoidable.
“Reports, in this case, are going to be
critical in setting the standard of care for
live events going forward,” said Syed,
who mentioned that the live event
operation plan had measures for every
situation except crowd surges.
AALS at 30: Historical Overview,
Past-Chair Perspectives, and Preview
Paul K. Stafford, 2021-2022 chair of the
African American Lawyers Section,
detailed the 30-year history of the
section, as well its journey to formation
in 1992. Stafford and other past section
chairs, including Tatiana Alexander, Judge
Audrey Moorehead, Abby Kotun, and
former State Bar of Texas President Lisa
Tatum, reflected on their time at the
helm of the section and how the section
could position itself to empower a larger
portion of the Texas legal community.
The group discussed various initiatives
such as law school pipeline engagement,
mentoring, continued connectivity with
African American practitioners around
the state, and keeping identifiable
section leaders at the forefront. “There
is a generational gap in the way people
interact,” Stafford said. “It’s important
for us to have a generational plan.”
texasbar.com
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TAKING CARE OF EACH OTHER
The Bar Leaders Recognition Luncheon was a chance for the State Bar to celebrate
and encourage service to others. 2021-2022 President Sylvia Borunda Firth and
Judge Mike Davis, chair of the Local Bar Services Committee, recognized this year’s
winners of Awards of Merit and pro bono service awards. Keynote speaker Chris
Shepherd, a culinary and community-centric firebrand, spoke about his own efforts
in using his skills to help people. At first glance, the common thread between the
legal world and Shepherd’s may not be apparent. In his, it’s flaming skillets and
yelling out tickets under heated lamps. But the parallels began to show. The James
Beard Foundation Award winner and multi-semifinalist has spent the past few years
using the success of his restaurants to help support and assist people in the food
and beverage industry. While expanding his Underbelly Hospitality restaurant group
to take on traditional Texas and Italian-American cuisines, Shepherd and his
nonprofit, Southern Smoke, have been active in supporting farmers, servers,
dishwashers, and more with grants and providing aid to people affected by
Hurricane Harvey and the COVID-19 pandemic. So far, Southern Smoke has
distributed more than $9.8 million. In 2020, the nonprofit partnered with the
University of Houston and Mental Health America of Greater Houston to provide
free mental health care for anyone in Texas’ food and beverage industry. “It’s just a
hard world out there, and we need to take care of each other,” Shepherd said.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Chris Shepherd

Texas Supreme Court Update
Bellaire attorney Scott Rothenberg
examined several cases recently heard
and decided by the Texas Supreme
Court that he viewed as crucial for
practitioners to be aware of. He
discussed the premise of each case, as
well as the focus of the court’s opinions
and how these decisions might impact
future litigation. Rothenberg noted that
at the time of the presentation, 69 cases
had been argued before the court, with
61 of them decided. Eight cases were
still pending. The cases surveyed
included Mitschke v. Borromeo (2022);
Philbrook v. Berry (1985); Taylor v.
Tolbert (2022); Perthuis v. Baylor Miraca
Genetics Laboratories, Inc. (2022); Angel
v. Tauch (2022); Cadence Bank, N.A. v.
Elizondo (2022); Chen v. Razberi
Technologies, Inc. (2022); Fieldturf USA,
Inc. v. Pleasant Grove Ind. Sch. Dist.
(2022); and Fire Protection Service, Inc.
v. Survitec Survival Products, Inc. (2022).

What In-House Counsel Want
Outside Counsel to Know
Moderator Emma Cano led a discussion
with panelists Brent Benoit, Yolanda
Brown, and Jennifer Morris focused on
best practices for outside counsel during
a case involving a larger company and its
in-house counsel. They emphasized the
importance of direct communication
between counsel, remaining consistent
with an affordable budget, responsible
branding, understanding clients’ needs,
and how a virtual world forced by the
COVID-19 pandemic allowed litigators
to broaden their skill sets with clients.
The panelists also expressed a desire for
law firms statewide to do more to
implement a mission of diversity with
their business. “It would be nice to
bring some of those younger, newer
more diverse hires to the table,” Brown
said. “It’s incumbent upon partners who
have those relationships to bring in
more diverse people.”

What Every Young Lawyer Needs to
Know About Family Law: Including a
Perspective From the Bench
Panelists Judge Janice Berg, Jacob Cohen,
Judge Gloria López, and Alicia Palmer
offered several key tips for young family
law practitioners as they begin their careers,
including the value of reaching out to other
practitioners as mentors, not viewing
opposing counsel as adversaries, regularly
referencing and studying the Texas Family
Code, and being specific in pleadings. López,
of the 308th Family Court in Harris
County, highlighted the importance of
being prepared in court, not allowing
opposing parties to prematurely corner
them into an agreement, shedding the
fear of hearings, and staying up to date
with regularly changing statutes. “Every
set of facts are different,” she said. “Don’t
let opposing counsel in the hallway talk
you into an agreement. Have a hearing.
Let your clients have peace of mind
knowing they told their story to the court.”

TRADEMARK LAW UPDATE
In this session, panelists Purvi Patel Albers, of Haynes and Boone in Dallas, and David J. Cho, of AT&T Services in Dallas,
discussed the phenomenal surge in trademark filings since 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. By June 17, 2021, the
panelists said the increase reached 63%. But even before the pandemic, brand practitioners had begun to wonder if we were
running out of trademarks, Cho said. There is too much clutter on the register, he said, and an uptick in fraudulent claims.
Enter the Trademark Modernization Act of 2020, which features two new procedures to contest marks and removed unused
registrations from the principal register. The panelists said with the Trademark Modernization Act of 2020, trademark owners
can “take back the power of their brands.” The panelists also said there were no Supreme Court cases of note last year.

texasbar.com/tbj

Vol. 85, No. 8 • Texas Bar Journal

593

★ ANNUAL MEETING 2022

TEXAS LEGAL LEGEND David J. Beck

A TEXAS LEGAL LEGEND
“You're only going to be good if you come up against the
best because you learn from the best,” said David J. Beck,
who was inducted as a Texas Legal Legend by the State Bar
of Texas Litigation Section. Beck, who served as State Bar
of Texas president from 1995 to 1996, co-founded Beck,
Redden & Secrest in January 1992. “Texas Legal Legends
are examples of lawyers who have spent their careers
serving others and taking on challenges that are much
bigger than themselves,” said Robert Henry Ford while
introducing the award. After accepting the award, Beck
answered questions, offered advice, and shared stories
about his career.

SWEARING IN 2022-2023 TYLA President Michael J. Ritter

TEXAS YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Michael J. Ritter was sworn in as 2022-2023 TYLA president
during an evening reception that acknowledged the
group’s projects, previous officers, new leaders, and
outstanding attorneys. To see a list of award winners, go to
texasbar.com/annualmeetingawards.

DAILY NEWS BRIEFING
To keep up on the latest legal news from around the state, subscribe at texasbar.com/dailynews.
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STATE BAR BOARD UPDATE
Board Creates New Standing
Committee on Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion
Written By Lowell Brown
A new standing committee will work to
develop and promote strategies and best
practices for the State Bar of Texas in the
areas of diversity, equity, and inclusion.
The board of directors voted June 8 to
create the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Committee and asked 2022-2023 State
Bar President Laura Gibson to submit a
roster of proposed committee members
for approval at the board’s next scheduled
meeting on September 30.
The committee will identify opportunities
within the State Bar to create an
environment conducive to diversity, equity,
and inclusion; assist in the creation of
measurable goals; and periodically report
on progress toward achieving the goals
set by the board of directors, according
to the resolution creating the committee.
The committee grew out of 2021-2022
President Sylvia Borunda Firth’s Task
Force on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion,
said director Adam T. Schramek, the
outgoing chair of the board’s Policy
Manual Subcommittee, which brought
the resolution to the board. The
committee “will continue the work of
the task force—the very important work
that was started,” he said.
The 15-member committee will include
a representative from each of the following
State Bar standing committees and
sections: Disability Rights and Issues
Committee, Diversity in the Profession
Committee, Women in the Profession
Committee, African American Lawyers
Section, Asian Pacific Interest Section,
Hispanic Issues Section, LGBT Law
Section, Native American Law Section,
and Women and the Law Section.
The board also voted to continue the
Building Planning Special Committee for
the 2022-2023 fiscal year. The board created

texasbar.com/tbj

SWEARING IN
Texas Supreme Court Justice Debra Lehrmann, the court’s liaison to the State Bar of
Texas Board of Directors, administers the oath of office to President-elect Cindy V.
Tisdale and Board Chair Chad Baruch. PHOTOS BY LOWELL BROWN

the committee in September 2021 to advise
the State Bar on decisions related to
remodeling, repairs, and uses of the bar’s
building and property at 1415 Lavaca
St. in Austin.

Force on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion.
She also presented a presidential
commendation in honor of 1978-1979
State Bar President Cullen Smith Jr., who
died on April 16 at the age of 96.

Leadership Changes
Granbury family law attorney Cindy V.
Tisdale was sworn in as president-elect
during the board’s June 9 meeting. Chad
Baruch, a Dallas civil appellate lawyer,
succeeded Santos Vargas as chair of the
board. Texas Supreme Court Justice Debra
Lehrmann administered the oath to new
officers, directors, section representatives,
and liaisons to the board.

Vargas, the outgoing board chair, presented
the Public Member Award to director
G. Michael Vasquez, of Austin, and the
Outstanding Third-Year Director Award
to Andrés E. Almanzán, of El Paso, and
Adam T. Schramek, of Austin.

Awards
Borunda Firth presented presidential
citations to Roland and Cindy Johnson, of
Fort Worth, for their work facilitating the
LeadershipSBOT program and to Punam
Kaji, of Dallas, for her service on the Task

State Bar Executive Director Trey Apffel
presented a Staff Excellence Award to
Virginia Izaguirre, the director of
program planning for TexasBarCLE.
Watch the meetings at
texasbar.com/board under “Board
Meeting Videos.” Materials from the
meetings can be viewed at
texasbar.com/bodmaterials. TBJ

Vol. 85, No. 8 • Texas Bar Journal

595

