Important Work
To Be Done
Thanks to Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans clinics,
attorneys across the state take on pro bono cases that change lives.
BY

HANNAH KIDDOO

Warren Bert had a lot on his mind when he walked
into a legal clinic at the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical
Center in Houston last year. Bert, a veteran who served
as an administrative specialist in the Army from 1981 to
1984, had just lost his father, was in the process of moving, and was working toward an associate’s degree in substance dependence counseling.
On top of it all was a haunting past mistake that led
Bert to the clinic in the first place: In 2002, he was arrested
for a felony. Bert had accepted and completed three years
of deferred adjudication and 240 hours of community
service and was ready to move forward. But, as the years
passed and he looked for housing and gainful employment, his criminal history complicated the process.
“It was kind of rough with that on my record,” Bert
said. “I’d take an office clerical test at some of these temp
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agencies and they would say, ‘We love you. You ranked
high in our national tests, but I’m sorry. Because of the
clients that we represent, we can’t take you.’”
Bert knew that he needed a fresh start. As a patient and
a former employee of the VA, he often heard announcements about Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans clinics,
free events for current and former service members with
law-related concerns. In fact, he had previously received
assistance with a civil matter at one. When he realized
that a lawyer could assist with sealing the felony arrest on
his record, he decided to attend again.
At the clinic, Bert met Jamie Sullivan, a volunteer
attorney who was helping with the intake process and
answering general law-related questions. As Sullivan—a
veteran herself—learned the details of Bert’s case and
met his fiancee, she knew she wanted to represent him.
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