LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GAINING GROUND

1966: Barbara Jordan becomes the first African-American woman elected to the
Texas Senate. She goes on to become the first African-American woman from the
South elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. Jordan once said, “I am neither
a black politician nor a female politician. Just a politician. A professional politician.”

As we celebrate 75 years of the State Bar of Texas throughout 2014, we would like to acknowledge the many women who have broken
barriers, played a role in gaining equality for all, opened doors for others, provided legal expertise to those in need, worked extremely
hard, and inspired. There are well-known names—and also some ordinary heroes. To get just an inkling of what women lawyers in Texas
have accomplished since the bar was founded in 1939, we’ve put together a representative timeline of notable events and people, which
is by no means exhaustive. There are simply too many remarkable women in Texas to include them all here.

1976: Marian Boner, the first director of the
Texas State Law Library, publishes A Reference Guide to Texas Law and Legal History,
which becomes a respected source of information on the development of Texas laws and
statutes and the state’s various constitutions.

1957: Gladys Melton is elected president of the Dallas County
Criminal Bar Association. Two years later, the organization
names her Criminal Lawyer of the Year.

1939: The State Bar Act is passed, creating the State Bar of
Texas. Wives of male attorneys far outnumber practicing women at
the bar’s annual meeting.

1950: The census reports
224 female attorneys in Texas.

1957: Beverly Tarpley, who had
been the only woman in her class
at the University of Texas School of
Law, argues a case (Thomson v.
Texas and Pacific Ry. Co.) before the
U.S. Supreme Court at age 27 and
reportedly is the first Texas woman
to do so.

1942: Marguerite Rawalt, of Corpus
Christi, serves as president of the
National Association of Women Lawyers.
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy appoints her to the President’s Commission
on the Status of Women.

1940s

1949: Patsy Smith graduates from Southern Methodist University School of Law and
goes on to become one of the first women
attorneys in Lubbock.

1960s

1950s

1941: Mary Kate Parker, Ione Stumberg, and Virginia Grubbs are hired as briefing
attorneys at the Texas Supreme Court. The women replace three men who left to fight
in World War II and agree to give up their jobs once the men return from military duty.

1951: Lois L. Woods earns a law degree from Texas Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law, making her
the institution’s first African-American woman graduate. She
later becomes the first African-American woman appointed to
the American Arbitration Association of Texas.

1962: Carolyn Dineen King graduates
from Yale Law School and is refused a
job in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Houston. Seventeen years later, King
becomes the second woman to serve
on the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals and
in 1999 is its first female chief judge.

Texas Bar Journal • March 2014

texasbar.com

WOMEN OF SUBSTANCE
While I much appreciated the coverage of the women of the State Bar of
Texas in the article “Gaining Ground”
in the March [2014] edition, I was disappointed not to see mention of Edna
Cisneros Carroll or her sister Diana
Cisneros Klefisch, both of whom were
Hispanic Texas lawyers. While growing
up in Raymondville in the 1950s and
1960s, I decided to become a lawyer, at
least in part due to Willacy County
District Attorney Edna Cisneros, who I
believe may have been the first Hispanic woman district attorney in
Texas. While in that capacity, she prosecuted a robbery case in the 138th District Court in which her sister Diana,
of Harlingen, appeared as defense
counsel, likely a first for Texas.
Gerald Pruitt
Deputy City Attorney,
Fort Worth City Attorney’s Office
I was looking at the “Gaining Ground”
timeline in the March issue celebrating
the contributions of women to the
legal profession in Texas. Is there any
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1971: Twenty-six year old University of Texas School
of Law graduate Sarah Weddington argues Roe v. Wade
before the U.S. Supreme Court. On Jan. 22, 1973, the
decision comes down making abortion legal in all states.

1970s
1970s: In Texas, and across the nation,
women enroll in law school at record
rates—a result of the ever-changing social
environment.

1967: Led by State Bar of Texas Family
Law Section chair Louise Raggio and Southern Methodist University law professor
Joseph W. McKnight, the Marital Property
Bill passes and is signed by Gov. John Connally, enabling women to conduct certain
financial and business transactions without
their husbands’ permission. This is the first
in a series of successes, leading to a
sweeping overhaul of various statutes that
results in the Texas Family Code, which is
thought to be the world’s first domestic
relations law code.

1955: Margaret Harris Amsler
becomes a full professor at Baylor
Law School after teaching there
for about 15 years. At this time,
only a handful of women in America have received full professor
status at law schools, and reportedly none in Texas.
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1969: Former teacher Irma Rangel, who is in her
late thirties, graduates from St. Mary’s University
School of Law. Nearly a decade later, she becomes
the first Mexican-American woman elected to the
Texas Legislature, representing Kenedy, Kleberg,
Willacy, and Hidalgo counties in South Texas.

texasbar.com/tbj

1976: Jane Yount is presented
with the Distinguished Alumnus
Award by South Texas College of
Law, making the 1958 graduate the
first woman to receive the honor.

1984: Linda Addison, who received her
J.D. from the University of Texas School of
Law, wins a case that found Texas’s no-shopping-on-Sunday blue law unconstitutional.
Addison now serves as managing partner for
the United States practice of one of the
largest law firms in the world. “The truth is,”
said Addison, “that case was perceived to be
a loser. I think if anyone had thought that that
was a good case or that that case was
winnable, it would not have been given to a
woman. The morning after I won the blue
law case, I must say I woke up feeling like I
must be the best lawyer in the state of
Texas.”

1980s

1980: The Women and the
Law Section of the State Bar
of Texas is formed.

1984: Austin lawyer
Berry Crowley becomes
the first woman president of the Texas Young
Lawyers Association.
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1993: University of Texas School of Law graduate Kay Bailey Hutchison
becomes the first and only woman from Texas to serve in the U.S. Senate.
1987: Hannah Chow is elected as judge of Harris County Criminal
Court at Law No. 5 and is one of the first Asian-Americans elected in
the county.

1980s

1994: There are 20,423 members of the Texas Young Lawyers
Association and 7,659 of them are women attorneys. By 2003, 8,890
women are members out of a total of 21,372.

1990s

1989: State Bar President Darrell E. Jordan
forms a special committee to study the role of
women in the legal profession in Texas and to
make recommendations to the bar’s board of
directors on ways to improve women’s role in and
contributions to the profession.

1993: The Texas Minority Counsel Program is created. Its mission is to increase
opportunities for minority and women attorneys who provide legal services to
corporate and government clients, and to expose those organizations to the talent
found in the minority and women lawyer communities.

1990: There are 11,553 women attorneys in Texas and a total of 54,783 attorneys in the state, making women just
more than 20 percent of the State Bar
membership.

1979: Gabrielle Kirk McDonald is appointed as
judge in the Southern District of Texas, becoming the
state’s only African-American judge of a U.S. district
court at this time. Judge McDonald currently serves
on the Iran-United States Claims Tribunal in the
Netherlands. “Our Constitution with the amendments
to it has so many guarantees that don’t exist in other
countries,” McDonald told the Texas Bar Journal.
“And I’ve learned that and seen that by working in the
international arena. We have a lot to be proud about
in terms of what is said on paper. But the question is,
do we carry that out?”

1990: Karen R. Johnson serves as the
first woman executive director of the State
Bar of Texas.
1992: Harriet Miers begins her term as
the first woman State Bar of Texas president
and Colleen McHugh serves as the first
woman chair of the bar’s board of directors.

1992: The State Bar of Texas Women and the Law Section establishes
the Sarah T. Hughes Women Lawyers of Achievement Award. It honors
women who have earned outstanding recognition in their professional
area and have paved the way for success for other women attorneys. The
first recipients are Louise B. Raggio and Harriet Miers.
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reason that the Honorable U. S. District
Judge Mary Lou Robinson, appointed
by President Jimmy Carter, was not
included? Judge Robinson became a
lawyer in 1949 and established her
own Amarillo firm with her husband,
A.J. By 1955, she was a judge—and
has been since. Get that: she has been
a Texas judge at some level for 59 years.
Further, in my 15 years of practice, I
have not seen a better judge anywhere.
Russell Devenport
Fort Worth

The March 2014 issue of the Texas Bar
Journal was, as always, a pleasure to
read. Thank you. I particularly enjoyed
the feature “Gaining Ground” about
the progress of women attorneys. You
undoubtedly are aware of the sad passing of Mrs. Adelfa Callejo, one of the
women profiled in the book Rough Road
to Justice as one of the first Hispanic
women practicing in Texas. She was
briefly mentioned in your [“Trailblazers,” February 2014] feature. Perhaps
her passing would be a suitable occasion
for a fuller piece on her life, achieve-
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ments, and inspiration to women, Hispanics, and so many others who were
enriched by her exemplary life.
Daniel H. Borinsky
Woodbridge, VA
I enjoyed your story “Gaining Ground”
acknowledging the many women who
have successfully broken barriers. In
my very biased view, I believe you have
missed one. Gerry Meier was appointed
by Gov. Bill Clements in 1981 to
serve as judge of the 291st Judicial
District Court in Dallas County. She
was quite possibly the first woman in
Dallas County history to serve in that
capacity as a judge presiding over a
criminal district court. Her appointment to that bench followed six or
seven years of service in the Dallas
County District Attorney’s Office.
Judge Meier served for 20 years, handling thousands of cases, some high
profile. She is retired and living in
Dallas, but she should not be forgotten.
Todd Meier
Dallas
texasbar.com
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I am disappointed that obvious
“firsts” were omitted in the “Gaining
Ground” article on women: (1) the
first woman elected to a Texas appellate court, Justice D. Camille Hutson-Dunn (1st Court of Appeals,
1985-1996), and (2) the first woman
to serve as the presiding judge of a
Texas appellate court, Chief Justice
Alice Oliver-Parrott (1st Court of
Appeals, 1991-1996). I was pleased
to see Phyllis Frye recognized as the
first transgender judge, but Barbara
Hartle, the first out lesbian judge,
was omitted. If the bar is serious
about LGBT inclusion, it’s worth
noting that the late John Paul Barnish, one of the first out gay judges,
Barbara Hartle, and Phyllis Frye all
have something in common—they
all became trailblazers as judges of
the City of Houston municipal
courts. I think that’s a story worth

telling in the Bar Journal, as well as
mentioning that Texas has the first
LGBT Law Section of any state bar
in the nation.
Charles A. Spain
Houston
As one of the many women of the
1970s who attended law schools as
reported in your article, I wanted to
note an omission of one of my favorite
professors at the University of Texas
School of Law, Barbara Aldave. She
was dean of St. Mary’s Law School
from 1989 to 1998.
Judge Susan Steeg
Justice of the Peace
Travis County Precinct 3

INVEST IN TECH
Did anyone else notice the irony of the
feature articles in the March issue of the
Texas Bar Journal? There were articles
celebrating the opening of two new Texas
law schools sandwiched between articles describing the tough job market
that has left a high percentage of law
graduates over the past several years
either unemployed or underemployed.
Another article urged job seekers to
consider alternatives to traditional legal
careers. At the same time, tens of
thousands of engineering and technical
positions remain unfilled while our
economy suffers. My heart remains
with our profession, but my financial
aid goes to support programs of the College of Engineering and Computer Science at the University of Texas at Tyler.
Michael J. McNally
Tyler

Don’t Pl
Play
Play
Pla
ay the
th Odds,
O
Play
Pla
Pl
lay
ay I
It Sa
Saf
Safe.
afe
fe.
Did you know that an attorney
orney can now expect to
career
that
be sued at least once during their car
eer and tha
the average duration of a legal malpractice claim
is two years?
With over 50 years of experience, GilsbarPRO
is the exclusive administrator for the CNA
Lawyers Pr
Professional
Program
ofessional Liability Pr
ogram in the
Texas.
largest
gest underwriter of
State of T
e
exas. CNA is the lar
lawyers malpractice insurance coverage in the
United States and is A-rated by A.M. Best. This
combination is your best alternative for peace of
today’ss challenging envir
environment.
onment.
mind in today’

Bet On Certainty
Certain
800.906.96

One or more of the CNA insurance companies provide the products and/or serv
intended to constitute a binding contract. Please remember that only the relevan
products and services may be subject to change without notice. CNA is a r

texasbar.com/tbj

Vol. 77, No. 5 • Texas Bar Journal 381

