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jdge Jerry Buchnieyer

Still more examples to help deternmine which is wo/rse: The risks A. You have to sign papers anywhere you go basically when
of facing witnesses at trial or the dangers of oll~h. you're dealing with legal status, but I signed papers, put

my name on stop~ped doing drugs. I didn't sign my name
Any Problem With the Law?-Chapter I on a piece of paper saying I was going to stop stealing.

Q.You didn't?
From John D. Pieratt of Austin, this excerpt from his deposi- A. No. I didn't.

tion of the plaintiff in a Travis County case: Q. Well you kept stealing, haven't you, Mr.;Malena?
Q.; Okay, have you, ever had any problems vwith the law? A. I stole, yes, I've stoled.
A. Traffic tickets.
Q. Nothing more than that? Did I Really Hear That?-Chapter I
A. Probably some phony assault charges, you know, by

some girl, something like. that. That's about it. NFrom a hearing' held before United States District judge Lynn
N.Hughes of Houston:

Q. Were you ever charged -Did you have any problem with Attorney: No, 'It's not Your fault, Your Honor. I'm not saying
the district attorney in Lee or Travis County' it's your fault. It's not my fault.

A. Only whent I had to get mnarried th11e first tirne,'the district Court: Well, why don't you file a motioii for me to ham-
attorney, I guess> as fari asI giie - that's the district Mer- on him some more?
attorney. I don't no.I had to41 go111 there on the first Attorney: I'm going to do that, Your Honor; but right now
mrarriage, Theyi !: threatened ',Ito sdmeto jail fivec years I thought we were dealing with the Motion to
or get mnarried. Recuse.

Q. That's a hell of a 'penalty. Co~urt: What I'm trying to figure out is what you think I've
A. Yeah, that's what happened. You go to jail or get mar- done that makes me disqualified to sit in this case.

nied, get married. They want to force me into these Attorney: Becuase, Your Honor, Ithink you have had ex parte
things. They never worked, though.' That's the truth... conversation with opposing counsel. It was clear to
I was 18 and she was 16. You know, one of them 1statu- me when we went into your chambers that you
tory rape] deals.] knew more about the workinans' compensation case

than we did sitting in there.
Any Problems With The Law?-Chapter H1 Court: Nothing worse than an informed judge, is there?-'

From Joe D. Gregory of Daillas (Gregory & Gregory), this From a Usually Reliable and Highly Confidential Source, this
cross-examination of' a defense witness, in a case tried before excerpt from a federal court hearing; the discussion concerns the
judge John Whittington (193rd District Co~urt, Dallas County): plaintiff's claim for damages in an ERISA suit.

Q.' Let me ask, you, sir, 'if subsequenty'-finallW, you were Attorney: Your Honor, I think that tthe damnage claim] may
convincted of burglary again in March of 1977 and con- very well have been based on differences in salary
victed and sentenced to spen~d a lifetime in the peniten- grade. They basically took the 15's salary and then
tiary, er yo. sI? the next level down was about a 9.6 percent salary

A. I sure was. difference and they adjusted a number of shares
downward. So we have to do that arithmetic to 'get

Q. Now, at the time that they 1(et you out of that peniten- us down to the bottom, but I am sure, well, I am
tiary [four years ago], they. mad you1 1 promise, did you sure we are talking in the neighborhood of $180 to
not, that you would stop comimitting crime and that you $200 mililion plus or minus.
would stop stealing from pe'ople, didn't they? Did you Court: Can't be 200 becausec half of 400 is 215.
proiuse them that? Attorney:; You are right, judge. I have to put a pendcil to it.

A. No, I didn't promnise them nothing.
Q, You didn't promnise them nothing, they just said: Okay, Di elyHa ht-Chapter 11

we're going to let you back out' on the 'citizens of the State
of Texas. You didn't have to sign an agreement that you From Robinson C. 'Ramsey of Wharton, this excerpt from a
would stop, did you? deposition in a'divorce case;K Rob is "questioning the husband
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about a family estate trust that went awry."
Q. When did you find out it was not the right thing to do?
A. When I wound up in jail.
Q. When was that?
A. I don't really remember when that was, I don't remember.
Q. Do you remember approximately how long it was from

the time you initially set up the trusts?
A. I don't know if that was a couple of years after that, or

I really don't remember when that was.
Q. What were the circumstances that led to your winding

up in jail?
A. It was we were trying to, for lack of better words, hide

income. In other words-and in doing that, we got
audited... It started when we got audited, and then the
IRS agent that came to the house.

And we close this column with another marvelous(!) -even
poetic-contribution from Rob Ramsey.

Q. All right. Who else?
A. A man named Clyde Dodd.
Q. Dodd?
A. Yeah, he's dead.
Q. Dead?
A. He's very dead.

MR. CLAPP: He died, Dodd?
A. Clyde died.
Q. (By Mr. Ramsey) In degrees of death, he's at the extreme?
A. Yes, as a matter of fact-never mind.
Q. What is he, a bookie or a friend?
A. He was a bookie only.3

Score after three episodes: with extra bonus points due to
"Dodd is Dead," Depositions move to a commanding 13-11 lead.

1. Q. Have you ever been arrested? A. Yes. Q. What for? A.
Aggravating a female .... A. He told me, he says, "I have
to kill you because you can identify me." Q. Did he kill you?
A. No.

2. THE COURT: Now, as we begin, I must ask you to banish
all present information and prejudice from your minds, if
you have any .... JUDGE: I rarely do so, but for whatever
purpose it may serve, I will indicate for the record that I
approached this case with a completely open mind.

3. Q. Now, Mrs. Johnson, how was your first marriage ter-
minated? A. By Death. Q. And by whose death was it
terminated?

Jerry Buchmeyer is a federal district judge, Northern District
of Texas, in Dallas.
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