
et cetera

judge Jerry Buchmeyer

Knight). I might explain that no explanation is necessary.

By Judge Jerry Buchmeyer Q. Okay. What has he [Ithe co-worker who saw the accident]
_______________________________________told you?

A. He told me that when it hit me, when the electricity hitQuite a number of people have asked me: "Which isme, it froze me up there. He in turn ran over to the
worse? The risks of taking a deposition? Or the dangers machine. .. .He hit the down button. The first time he hit

of facing those witnesses at trial?7' it, it knocked him back about 10 feet, so he told me. Then
A difficult question, to be sure. But perhaps we can find an he came back again. And I assumed that he hit something
answer by contrasting some examples of both of these right, you know, and it pulled me down, it let the man lift
Unspeakable Horrors -- deposition testimony vs. witnesses in down, which pulled me away from the wire.
court -- in the next several episodes of our seemingly Never- They drug me out of the bucket. And by that time, I
Ending Quest. guess several people came out, and somebody called the

paramedics. And once Mr. Sistruck got me out of the
Did I Really Hear That? -- Chapter I bucket, hie gave me artificial insemination, you know,

mouth to mouth, whatever.
David Beck of Houston (Fulbright & Jaworski)l sends an Q. Resuscitation?

excerpt from a deposition he took years ago "when, as an A. Yes, resuscitation.
associate at our firm, I was defending an automobile accident Q. Resuscitation, you mean?
case. During the deposition of the plaintiff, a woman who was
not well educated and not particularly bright," this took place: What Was That Again? -- Chapter 11

Q. Did you have your seat belt on at the time of the acci- Fo ug ai .Lwso ua MoeCut or
dent? Fo ug ai .Lwso ua MoeCut or

A. No sir, but I had my girdle on. of Law), this excerpt from a recent divorce/ custody trial in
David confesses that "Being a young lawyer and fairly naive, Moore County:

I simply moved on to another topic. However, to this day, I Q. And what did you do that night?
sometimes wonder what the plaintiff in that case thought I was A. We made and sent out some fliers. [Being the West Texas
really asking her." 2  pronunciation of "flowers"],

Q. What kind of flowers?
Did I Really Hear That? -- Chapter 11 A. No flowers. Fliers!

Q. Well then what were they made of?
From judge Jerome Jones, probate judge in Galveston, this A. Paper

marvelous exchange -- which took place in a will contest trial Q. So you made some paper flowers and sent themn out?
when the attorney was examining "a woman friend" of the A. No. Not flowers! Fliers! Paper fliers!
deceased: Judge Moore adds that the legal assistant "elbowed her con-

Q. And so you had a conversation with the deceased prior to fused boss in the ribs and said, just lou~d enough for the jury to
his death. hear: 'You know, dummy, pamphlets!"..

A. Yes, I did.
Q. When was this? Closing Shots -- Chapter I
A. About three months after his wife's death.ThsdpstoexrtcmsfomJ Lmaalgl
Q. What did he say?ThsdpstoexepcoefrmJmL baalgl

A. Well, he asked me to marry him. assistant in Austin (Small, Craig); it concerns a deposition
Q. And what did you say? taken by Gary Thornton (also Austin and Small, Craig) of a
A. I said, "Isn't it a little bit soon?"' plaintiff who claimed he had been injured on the job:
Q. And what did he say? Q. Had you not been taught to keep the weight close to your
A. He said, "Well, she's as dead as she's ever gonna' be."-

A. Well, this is what I'm telling you, I had her the way it's
What Was That Again? -- Chapter I supposed to be --the way I'm supposed to lift her. I lifted

her the way I'm supposed to lift her because I don't want
This deposition testimony from Cuyahoga County, OH to hurt my back either, you understand? I don't want to

comes to us from David R. Noteware of Dallas (Thompson & hurt rno part of my body doing no kind of job whether

January1989 Texas BarJournal 105



be in no pain,
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you se

carrying a
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Describe v,

Distinctive designs to reflect your personal attitude
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