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Judge Jerry Buchmeyer

Those Witnesses: The Return
Of the Collection of Cindy Singleton

By Judge Jerry Buchmeyer

ast month’s deposition-witness column was taken from

the personal collection of Cindy Singleton of Fort
Worth, who doubles as an assistant district attorney in Tarrant
County, and as an instructor of legal writing at Tarrant County
Junior College. This oneis, too — and so are? the? footnotes3 —
but only with my renewed thanks to Cindy (and her co-conspir-
ators in the Appellate Section at the District Attorney's Office
in Fort Worth).

Did I Really Hear That?

From testimony in a drug case:

Q. Did you ever show up when he was not present? I am
talking about Michael.

Yes, I have.

. Was the door opened or locked or unlocked?

It was open once in awhile, but mostly it was always
closed, you know. I would just knock at the door and he
would open it up.

. Okay. Do you remember whether your cousin, Michael,
had a beard in March of 19867

No, sir. He doesn’t. He don’t even drink.

. Excuse me. Let me rephrase the question. Did he have a
beard, not a beer?

A beard?

. Like yourself.

No, sir, just a mustache.
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ell, he might have been adopted.

. Would you please tell us what your relationship is to Mr.
Clifton?

He's my son.

And how long have you known him?

. All of his life.

. All of his life?

Yes.
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Did I Really Ask That?

From a murder trial:

Q. (By prosecutor) and you could tell that the injuries were
sustained before death and not as a result of the autopsy.

A. (By medical examiner) Yes, because the body does not
bruise after death.

Q. And you do not perform autopsies on living people?
A. No, that's considered bad form.
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Making it Clear for the Jury

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the
evidence you will hear in the punishment phase of this trial ...
The charge is nearly finished. I just got to let the lawyers look
at it. If you just go back in the jury room, we will cheek the
charge over, bring you back, and I will read it to you.

THE COURT: Then, there will be 12 of you who will sit right
here in this box and your job will be to listen to all evidence
that comes from that chair (indicating) and, in the process,
determine what is credible evidence and what evidence
proves beyond a reasonable doubt that this man committed
the crime he is excused of.

Don’t Tread on Me

A. And because of her feeling threatened, she felt like they
were out to get her other baby. And when Amy was
born, she said she wouldn't even dare let them see her,
because she just — her motherhood had been stomped.

Q. Your Honor, I pass the witness.

OPPOSING ATTORNEY: I have no questions at this
time. We intend to recall him.

THE COURT: Mr. Harris?

EXAMINATION (by the non-attentive guardian ad
litem):

. Whose mother had been stoned?

She feels like her motherhood has been, in my impres-

sion, stomped.

. Stomped?

She feels like she’s been belittled as a mother.
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1. From a police offense report: “The man entered the Laundromat,

grabbed the woman'’s breast and fled.” (Cindy adds: “We didn’t
know whether to charge the man with disorderly conduct, theft, or
desecration of a venerated object.”)

. One Tarrant County indictment read: “Offense — sexual assault of

Chile.” (Cindy’s query: “Did this man rape an entire country?”) (“et
cetera’s” answer: It could have happened — was he a dictator in

South or Central America?)

. From an indictment in Fort Bend County: “While in the course of

committing theft and with intent to obtain property of Max Holt, to
wit: underwear without the effective consent of the said Max Holt
and with the intent to deprive the said Max Holt of said property,
did then and there intentionally and knowingly cause bodily injury
to Max Holt by biting him on the cheek.” (Cindy’s addition: A note
from Tom Bernstein, the assistant district attorney who handled
this case in Fort Bend County, “This is where I lost it in court.
Having read the case, I knew he bit the guy’s face cheek, but reading
it in court, I caught the alternative way of thinking about it...”)





