


What happened to you in basic training?

I got jungle rot.

What's jungle rot?

It's like, I guess, athlete’s foot, but it gets worse.
Is that all behind you? Did the rot go away?

On my feet.

You still got it?

No.
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How Tractor/Trailers Work

This is only one of several excerpts sent to me by Al® Ellis2 of
Dallas from a single deposition which “totally, fully, and with-
out reservation supports the theory that depositions should
never be taken!!!”

So, if somebody was behind you —

Uh-huh.

— directly behind you —

Uh-huh.

— and they saw — and you were about to change lanes
to your right, they would not see your front go to the —
Let me start over again.

Go ahead. Go ahead. Go ahead. Go ahead. Go ahead.
Go ahead.

Okay. If somebody’s behind you —

Yeah.

— and they're — your right blinker is on —

Right.

— they see your right blinker on —

Right.

— if you had started to change lanes —

Uh-huh.

— your back end —

Go ahead.

— wouldn’t necessarily have crossed the dividing line
right at the begining, would it?

Allright. Well, I put it this way: The trailer follow — the
trailer follow the tractor.

Q. Right.

QO >0

> OrO0»0>»0>0>0 »

A Pretty Good Woman?

Mark Laney of Plainview represented a wife injured in an
automobile accident in Hale County; the deposition is of her
husband, but Mark explains that the wife was present during
the entire deposition.

Q. Allright. If you — can you, perhaps, characterize what
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effect this neck injury has had on your wife and upon
your day-to-day living?

A. Well, of course, you know, I can't feel her pain, I guess,

every day, or she complains with, you know, neck

pains. So I assume that she has. Well, I know she has
pains, or I wouldn't have to do the vacuuming all the
time. :

Did you do that before?

Well, no, not much.

But you get to do it real regular now?

Mostly all the time.

Okay. Is there any other thing you have to do now that

you didn’t do before?

Yeah. Mow the lawn, too.

You mean she mowed the grass before this happened?

Yeah. She was a pretty good woman until she got hurt.

How did you get her to mowing the grass?

Just leave it grow until she done it.

Until she just wouldn't put up with it anymore, she

would get out there and do it?

She would get out there and mow it.

And now you do that?

Yeah, [ have to do that now.

Is there anything else that you have to do now that you

didn’t do before?

Well, not a great deal. Of course, I try to help her around

the house more than I did, but maybe that’s just her

nagging.

Q. Allright.

ATTORNEY (No doubt looking at the wife): Fellow takes
that oath seriously, doesn’t he?

Q. She taking any medication or —

A. Lordy, I don't know.

Q. Allright, sir. Other than you doing the vacuuming and
mowing the grass, does she do most of the other house
cleaning or —

A. Well, I guess what she can’t get me to do. Of course, she
does the majority of it.
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And the Footnotes

1. Another from the All Purpose deposition sent by Al Ellis
(which he labels “Save Some For The Trial”: Q. Did you
tell the policeman what you thought had happened? A.
Well, I told the policeman a little of my story. I didn't want
to tell him everything. I told him a little of my story what
happened. You know, [ told him what — what lane I was
in and what — about this red car and this — and this gray
or blue car, the preacher car.

2. Headnote Law: “Libel & Slander 6(1) — Description of
plaintiff in nonfiction book including passage that “he did
not expect to light historic fires at the age of 49" and that he
“was relentlessly small town in fashion and horizon, and
he knew it and would have it no other way” was not
libelous under Texas law. Raymer v. Doubleday & Co.,
615 F.2d 241 (5th Cir. 1980).

3. Great Cases Have Great Names: See Jordan v. Israel, 567
F. Supp. 1365 (E.D. Wis. 1983); U.S. v. 11 1/4 Dozen
Packages of Article Labeled Mrs. Moffat’s Shoo Fly
Powders for Drunkenness, 40 F. Supp. 208 (W.D. N.Y.
1941): In Re Unknown Group of Cases Seeking To Be
Filed, 79 B.R. 651 (Bkrtcy E.D. Va. 1987).

Jerry Buchmeyer is a federal district judge, Northern District
of Texas, in Dallas.
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