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I Was Walking By Faith
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By Judge Jerry Buchmeyer

I might as well admit it: the short deposition excerpts thathave run in this column are Somewhat Misleading. Very
often, the thing that will make you realize it was a mistake to
even start the deposition - and that I Told You So - does not
happen quickly, in just a few Q's & A's. Instead, there are times
when the lesson goes on ... and on ... and on...

I Was Hoping You Would

My first example comes from Rodney D. Parrott, an assistant
attorney general in Austin, who was deposing the defendant's
accountant. After giving concise, direct answers to Rod's first
few questions, Something Happened to the witness.

Q. My name is Rod Parrott, and, as you know, I'm repre-
senting the state in this case styled The State of Texas v.
Cantu Trucking & Materials Company. You understand
that, do you not?

A. Yes.
Q. What is your profession, sir?
A. I'm an accountant.
Q. All right. You are the accountant, are you not, for Mr.

Cantu?
A. Yes.

Q. Did you prepare for Mr. Cantu a statement of assets and
liabilities for April 1, 19867

A. No.
Q. You did not. Have you had an occasion to review that

statement ... that Mr. Cantu prepared himself, this
statement of assets and liabilities dated Jan. 1, 1985
through June 1, 1986?

A. When you said "had occasion," what was the question?
Q. You had occasion to review this statement?
A. Not in detail, just reviewed it as an overview type of

review. Maybe it would help me to answer your ques-
tion if you would be more specific when you were saying
about review. Is there something in particular?

Q. Well, let me put it this way to you, sir: You are his
accountant?

A. I'm his tax accountant ... that is correct.

Q. Are you telling me, sir, that he wrote no checks on
Cantu Trucking & Materials in 1985?

A. To the best of my knowledge, as I remember what all
he's done. He has a number of different bank accounts
and the - that's one reason why his returns were
extended is because of the fact that he was in transition
of changing things over. I did not - was not able to
finalize his situation in time to determine exactly his
situation because he was in transition and therefore I
was waiting to go over all of what he did have because of
the fact not all of that was provided to me on a current
basis during that time because of the fact that his returns
were not due, so therefore it's - I'm sorry, I rambled on
a second and I've lost track of your - the question that I
was answering. Could you repeat the question, please?

Q. I forgot the question.
A. I rambled too much. I'm sorry. We both lost the ques-

tion, so maybe you should help me by asking another
question.

Q. You had nothing to do with Mr. Cantu and his dealings
with the Highway Department?

A. That is correct. To be specific, to try to go back to the
several questions at this point, it was just a matter of
discussion of him saying that yes, he was and - oh, no,
I'll take that back, I did. Rephrase because when you
said "provided something," yes, he provided something
to me and that's what my mind was on. I did make a trip
to his place and he did ask me, I remember now, that he
was - he did have some responses on the MBE thing and
he asked me to help on something and I did help on a
casual basis, and because of the fact that - with the
exception of that one night I had not ever worked with
that before, I did not think of it. So I will - just trying to
think over specifically about that particular thing right
now, so if you'll re-ask your question I'll try to think it
over as best I can.

Q. I don't think I have to re-ask it.
A. Okay. As I remember it, I was there and he did have

something happen.

Q. As a matter of fact, you filed an extension for him for a
tax return that was due August the 15th, did you not?

A. That might be the case. You're catching me on memory
and - but the basic answer is correct, as I'm sure you
understand, is that an extension was filed, and feeling on
the spot here I may not have answered the exact dates,
but I think that in substance I've answered your ques-
tion. Would you agree with that?
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Q. I'm not sure I can agree with that.
A. I was hoping you would.

In Rod's closing words: "It is this kind of fun that makes the
practice of law more interesting than any other profession I
know of." How true ... how true.

My Name Is Jesus Christ

Fortunately for all of us, Clayton E. Dark, Jr. of Lufkin
(Zeleskey, Cornelius) preserved his "very first deposition" -
which was taken in 1975 and which, therefore, will be our
second example. Clayton sets the scene with this explanation:
His clients, "an elderly couple who were traveling down the
highway in their pickup at night, testified that they thought
their pickup had struck a mule or a gravel truck - when, in fact
they had hit the plaintiff." Clayton believed that this estab-
lished "an excellent case that his clients had failed to keep a
proper lookout," so he was forced to proceed with this Rather
Remarkable deposition of the plaintiff:

WITNESS: You want the truth?
Q. Yes; will you state your name, please?
A. My name?
Q. Yes.
A. My name is Jesus Christ.
Q. All right; are you known by any other names, please,

sir?
A. Sie Reece, I was born by.
Q. Are you known by any other names than Sie Reece and

Jesus Christ?
A. That's the onliest ones.
Q. Okeh.1 Where were you walking in relation to the high-

way?
A. I was walking on the highway, on the edge of the high-

way. On the right-hand side ... I had been walking from
home. The Lord - I walked by faith. The Lord had me
trying my faith out.

Q. They - the Lord had you trying your faith out? How
does the Lord have you try your faith out?

A. Well, he carried me through a portion of scripture - the
fifth chapter of Second Corinthians.

Q. Excuse me just a minute. Were you reading your Bible as
you were walking along there?

A. I wasn't reading my Bible. I read my Bible at home, and
so I was on my way to Houston to preach, and so He
carried me to the fifth chapter of Second Corinthians,
and He said that he walks by faith and not by sight, and
He revealed that to me, and told me if I had faith in Him
to then walk to Livingston by faith and trust Him, and so
I was walking by faith.

Q. Have you ever put yourself upon a roadway before
automobiles to test your faith, to test the Lord's faith?

A. Sure have.
Q. Were you doing that on the morning of this accident?
A. I was doing that on the morning of the accident.
Q. Okeh. Could we say, then that you were walking upon

the highway testing the Lord's faith so that you could
show either yourself or other people that the Lord would
not let harm come to you and that he would not let you
be harmed by an automobile striking you?

A. Sure.
Mr. Dark: (Very Wisely) I don't have any more questions.

(QUESTIONS BY PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY)

Q. Sie, did you tell me back on Feb. 23, 1974 that you were
walking three or four feet off the pavement?

A. I think I told you that, Brother Attorney, but I was
knocked unconscious, and it come to me after that truck
had hit me, it knocked me, shook me up, and I was
thinking that I was walking off of the pavement, but
after I come to myself and recognized it, the spirit of the
Lord come to me and showed me I was walking on the
pavement.

Q. The spirit of the Lord came to you and told you that you
were walking on the pavement?

A. I remember that.
Q. But right after the accident you told me you were walk-

ing off the pavement?
A. I told you I was walking off the pavement.
Q. Sie, why did you tell me that you didn't want to go

through with this lawsuit?
A. Well, the reason I told you I didn't want to go through it,

the Lord carried me to some scriptures in the Bible and
told me to present to the court when my trial come up -
you see the sixth chapter of First Corinthians is where He
carried me and He says that the saints is going to judge
the world and the saints was the ones to be the judge,
and why go to the law before the unjust and not go to the
saints. He hadn't carried me to those scriptures before I
filed the suit...

Q. You understand that walking down the road makes you
partially responsible for your own injuries, doesn't it?

A. Well, I said the Lord is responsible.
Q. Your reason for changing your testimony from what

you told me is that the Lord revealed Himself to you and
told you to say this today, to say that you were walking
on the pavement?

A. That's what the Lord told me and carried me to the
scriptures.

Plaintiff's Attorney: I don't have any further questions.

(QUESTIONS BY MR. DARK)

Q. Mr. Reece, whose fault was this accident?
Plaintiff's Attorney: Don't answer that.
Mr. Dark: No further questions. 2

Don't laugh. If you had just learned that you were taking the
deposition of Jesus Christ, and if you next learned that The Lord
was on your side, you would probably say something more
graphic than "Okeh."

2. Clayton adds his own footnote to this marvelous deposition
story. A few months later, the following article appeared in the
Houston Chronicle under the headline: "Man Claiming To Be
Jesus Wounded In Police Chase":

An off-duty police officer today shot and wounded a man
who had claimed to be Jesus Christ, then stole a taxi cab and
traded shots with the officer during the chase.

About 2 a.m. today, Officer F.V. Robertson, who was working
a private club, was told that a man was walking outside in the
middle of the road. He told the man to walk on the sidewalk.

"He told me he was Jesus Christ and said he needed a car to go to
Galveston," Officer Robertson said. "While I was calling a patrol
unit, he stole a cab."

Shot in the shoulder during the ensuing chase, the man was
taken to Ben Taub Hospital. Officials there said the man still
maintained he was Jesus, but he consented to give them his
"worldly name" for their records.
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