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Those Depositions,
Butmyver's Column

fo- A Judge Jerry Buchzneyer

B JdgeJery Bchmyerhusband and wife plaintiffs claimed the usu~al siubjectiveBy Jug er uhiydamnages, allegedly caused by bad air in a buildinigleased from
my client."

Q: All right. Physical pain and anguish, past and future,have been informed by a usually Reliable Source that, can you put a number on that for me?despite my past columns, lawyers are still taking deposi- A: A m'illion dollars.tions. IOh, when will they ever learn.. Q: Do you know what consortium is? Consortium, you
Did Realy Har Tathave asked for loss of consortium.
Did Realy Har Tat? : Yes

Q: You agree with your husband that you haven't had anyFor example, Robert Miller of Dallas (Tobolowsky, Prayer & physical problems in yourt marriage relationSchliger) sends this excerpt from a deposition in a case involv- A: That refers to his - deals of the board of directors ofing a non-compete clause, "where opposing counsel was asking several corporatins and being an accountant withfor detailed fiformation" concerning employees of the comn- other accountants, that doesn't apply to me.pany: 
Q: Oh, Isee.
A: I don't think S0.2Q: And can you break that down for me, and tell me

approximately what [the emnployees] do? Do they have Erraspecial titles and have special job classifications'?A:Not particularly. With apologies to William S. Hommel, Jr. of Tyler (Ramney,A: Do they all do the same thing? Flock), who dici not ask the questions reported in the July 1987A:Oh yeah, they are all interchanged, column; it was his opposing attorney who did.Q: OK. What do you call them? And with> ever deeper apologie-s to judge Craig Enoch ofA: People. Dallas, whodcid niot ask the "exhibit questions" reported in the
June 1987 column - but who, of course, was certainly capableRobert does claim, however, that he has taken my warnings to of doing so,heart -~ because "in this particular case, the opposition has These are the first, and last, misteaks this column will evertaken two depositions, but I have only taken one." make. Or adm~it.

..... Dlid IReally Say That?
Rick Harrison of Austin (McGinnis, Lochridge) sends an The ubiguitous Anonimous writes from San Antonio toexcerpt fromi a deposition "in which my client was bein inter- share this attempt by the attorney to relax a nervous witness atrogated as to hi aiybcgon. the beginning of a deposition:
Q; We may pursue that later, but right now let's not. What Q: Let me set you at ease. Myself and your attorney areis your family situation, Mr. Hurd7 both here strictly to find out what information youiA: Pleasant. know. This is not a Perry Mason type technique where

we cross-examine you and put you on the rack andRick adds that this answer was so straight forward that it screw.11nonplussed his interrogator land] there was a two-minute
delay" between this answer and the next question. Donald J. Hahn of Dallas (Murrell & Freeman) explains -

with appropriate initial caps - that this~ excerpt was found inI Dlon't Consort, Either an Actual Deposition taken by a Partner in a Big Firm. After thie
lawyer "had cautioned the witness to be certain that he under-Bryan Greig of Houston (Fulbright & Jaworski) sent this stood the questions before answering them," he then made theexcerpt from a personal injury deposition, explaining that "the following statement:
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