et cetera-




Huh, Indeed!

Q¢ s your reason for saying that you didn't see your
_brother do such a thing because it was your belief that
there was no beer in the car? Or are you saying you

 know he actually didn't throw it? If he somehow mirac-
_ ulously had some passed to him through the window
_from another passing car, or had it concealed in his
jacket and you didn’t know about it, would you still say
_that it didn't happen that he threw beer, or did you

_ simply know that when you got into the car half an

_hour before that, or whenever it was you got in, that

 there wasno beer in the car? Whether you saw it or you

didn’t see it, he didn’t throw any beer because you
~ know there was no beer. The only reason for you

_ saying that he didn't throw beer was because you

_ believed there was no beer in the car to throw. Or can

_ you actually say you had your brother under observa-

tion enough at the time to be able to say, even if there

‘was a whole caseful of beer in the car at the back, he

adxdn tthrow one out? Whlth isit?

Yau {Jﬁulda Been A Contender

eague Stupid Questions
ers are measured: — as

,‘Court Iesters collects these Ma}or-
{the standard against which all
well as some Truly Great Contenders
Q: Nowisn'tit true that when a
_ most cases he just passes quietly away and doesn't
know anythmg about it until the next mormng?

,rsc)n dles in hissleep, in
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Q. The 24th of December — was that the day before
! Christmas?

Were you acquamted with the deceased? .

Q:
A: Yes
Q: Before or after he died?
Q: Who else was W1th you in your van?
A Therewasnooneelse.
Q. Wereyou alone, then?
A:. Yeah
Q: Andyou were the dnver? Is tmt rlght?
A ,Yeah
Q: In your cvplmon how far apart were the vehxcles at the
, time of the cc>111510n? »
Qi You remember that no one was tcuchmg her
A: Thats nght —
Q: Whoisthat no one that wasn/ t touchmg her'?
A Idontknew ' ‘ .
(Q: Who were these trucks that vou had discussions with?

Q And how did ycu know the pohce

[..to be contmued ] .

1. Iwas shocked to see th:s guiestion in Caurt ]esters For years "I ,
have relished telling about a trial before me when the plaint :

attorney a past premdent of the Dallas Bar Assoclatlon (mrcaf ,

~:krzow your brother? ("Smk blrth ” was the gentle response by
the witness.) I laughed. The jury laughed. And so did the
attorney, Robert Edwin Davis of Dallas (Davis, Meadows).

2 Accordmg to Court Iesters this testimony was given by police

officers in response to questions by the Crown Atforney: (1)
“When [ arrived at the building, there were approximately two
women in the hallway’: and (2) ‘Constable Gamble, the

‘breathalyzer technician, noted a Very strong smell of hquor W1th a

~ Ukrainian-type accent

3. Franklin Jones, Sr. of Marshall sent me the story of a Carthage .
lawyer who, becoming frustrated with almost constant objections

 that were being sustained, fmally squinted his eyes and responded .
with these immortal questwns Nouwas there wasn T you? Well,
tell this jury what you seen, done, und heare

4. Agam, credits for some of these stories go to Court ]esters, by
 DPeter V. McDlonald Q.C. (Methuen 1988}, and i Legul to
Laugh, by Milton D. Green (Vantage Press 1987), and to those

. who have contributed to my Ever—memg, But There s~St:H- -

- Room-For—More legal humor fxles """ .

Ierry Buchmeyer isa fedeml dzstrzct ;udge, Northem .
District of Texus, in Dallas ' ‘






