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Q. Now, officer, you were just about
to tell us what the deceased said
when you arrived on the scene.
What did he say?

A. Well, he just said “Ugh’ and died.

How did the accident really happen?

Both Larry Newman of Dallas and
Harold J. Delhommer of Houston sent
me slightly different versions of a collec-
tion of quotations from insurance acci-
dent forms. By now, we know quite well
that these could have been deposition
answers to the question: “How did the
accident really happen?”

A. Coming home, I drove into the
wrong house and collided with a
tree [ don't have.

A. The guy was all over the road, |
had to swerve a number of times

before I hit him.

A. The telephone pole was approach-
ing fast. I was attempting to
swerve out of its path when it
struck my front end.

A. 1 had been driving my car for 40
years when I fell asleep at the
wheel and had an accident.

A. Aslapproached the intersection, a
stop sign suddenly appeared in a
place where no stop sign had ever
appeared before. I was unable to
stop in time to avoid the accident.

A. An invisible car came out of
nowhere, struck my vehicle and
vanished.

A. The pedestrian had no idea which
direction to go, so I ran over him.

What about the statement you gave the
police?

From James Showen, an assistant city
attorney in Tyler, comes this excerpt of
deposition testimony by a witness who

- had never been arrested (although he had

spent six months in the Smith County Jail
for bootlegging):

Q. Now, these statements that you
gave to the police department and
Mr. Clark, were these typed out
for you and written out for you?
Yeah, he typed, he writ them out.
You didn't write any of them out?
I didn't do any writing at all.

All you did was sign them?
Right.
Do you use the word “foregoing”
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much in your every day speech?
Say what is that?

Do you use the word “foregoing”
in your every day speech much?
Going?

Foregoing?

Foregoing?

Do you ever use the word “forego-
ing?”

No, not too much.

Do you ever use the word
“therein?”

“Therein” — no, not too much.
Do you ever use the word “inci-
dent?”

Yes, I use that sometimes.

What about the word “reside?”
No, I don't do that.

. Do you ever use the word "“distur-
bance?”

Yes, sometimes.

. Sometimes. Do you ever use the
phrase, “in connection with?”

No.

. Never use that. Do you ever use
the word “ackowledge’?

No.

. None of those are words you
ordinarily use?

No.

. Were these statements that they
took, did they take them down the
way you told it to them?

Right. Right you are. There's not
anything added to them, there's
not anything taken away from
them.
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...to be continued...]*

Or even by Mike Kelley when he
reprints this column in the Austin
American Statesman.

Which, of course, will be mailed to
you in the traditional plain brown
envelope.

Did I Really Say That: “This is not
within the armpit [ambit] of the stat-
ute.” ... “Now officer, on the occa-
sion in question, where were you
located, if anywhere?” ... “The 24th,
was that New Year's Eve or Christ-
mas Eve?”’

As usual, credit for many of these -
deposition stories is due to Jerry von
Sternberg, “I Solmnly Swear” (Car-
Iton Press 1978 and Eakin Press 1985)
— why haven't you bought your
copy yet?: Eakin Press, P.O. Box
23066, Austin 78735 — and to the
National Shorthand Reporters Asso-
ciation, “Humor in the Court” (1977)
and “"More Humor in the Court”
(1984).





