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... And a New Year
With Minimum Regret
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The end of a year signals a time for reflection — about
the True Meaning of our lives, our personal rela-
tionships, and our civilization (as we know it). There-
fore, for the coming New Year, what ... what indeed ...
could be more fitting and/or proper than still more New
Fundamental Truths, Irish Bulls, Instant Cliches, and
New Wives Tales.

New Fundamental Truths

Happiness is a state of minimum regret ... With few
exceptions (Attila the Hun, Jack the Ripper, etc.), just
about anyone can be made to look good on a piece of
paper (The Resume Rule) ... The price of a meal varies
directly with the accent of the waiter ... When you leave
in the morning, the level of gas in your tank depends
entirely on how late you are (Wilson’s Law of Fossil Fuel)
... In any given row, the people with seats on the aisle
always arrive first ... Auditors are people who go in after
the war is lost and bayonet the wounded.

There is no Gate #1 at any airport ... Whatever food
the person with you orders, it always looks better than
yours ... Everything from your past seems smaller when
you see it again except your old flame ... Man is always
ready to die for an idea, provided the idea is not quite
clear to him ... Checks are always delayed in the mail;
bills arrive on time or sooner ... If a thing isn't worth
doing, it isn't worth doing well.

No matter what you believe, you always find some
people on your side that you wish were on the other side
... There is somebody at every dinner party who eats all
the celery ... The easiest way to refold a map is differently
... No child throws up in the bathroom ... For every
human reaction, there is an over-reaction ... When the
weather forecast predicts 30 percent chance of rain, it is
twice as likely to rain as when 60 percent is predicted ...
It's always on the other side (Preudhomme’s Law of
Window Cleaning).2

Irish Bulls

There’s a 50 percent chance of anything: either it hap-
pens or it doesn't ... If people don't want to come out,
there’s no way you're gonna stop them (Berra’s Rule of
Attendance) ... A penny saved isn't a hell of alot ... If it
looks too good to be true, it is too good to be true ...
Loneliness is something you can’t walk away from ... The
best cure for insomnia is to get a lot of sleep (Field's
Panacea).

Never remember what you can afford to forget ...
You're not late until you get there ... Walking on water
wasn't built in a day (Kerovac's Admonition) ... The
sooner you fall behind, the more time you have to catch
up ... You never get a second chance to make a first
impression ... Nothing is done until nothing is done.

Instant Cliches

“Why only 12 disciples? Go out and get thousands.”
{Samuel Goldwyn) ... One person’s floor is another per-
son’s ceiling ... Every crowd has a silver lining (Barnum's
Dictum) ... Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can
put off until the day after tomorrow (Bulen’s Advice) ...
One advantage of old age is that there are more younger
women all the time ... If God had meant for us to go
metric, why did he give Jesus 12 disciples?

A word is worth .001 of a picture ... If you lead him to
water and force him to drink, he isn't a horse ... The
worst part of valor is indiscretion ... If it boils and is
watched, it can’t be a pot ... Not having possession is
1/10th of the law ... The second best policy is dishonesty
... Nothing fails like success ... When in doubt, use
clout.3

New Wives’ Tales

Never try to be nice to a man with a tattoo on his face
... He who slings mud generally loses ground ... If you
buy a hardcover book, the paperback will appear next
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week at a much lower price ... There is no crisis to which
academics will not respond with a seminar ... Never try
to teach a pig to sing; it wastes your time and it annoys
the pig ... There is only.one fruitcake in the whole world
(Carson’s Law of Singularity). :

It takes more hot water to make cold water hot than it
takes cold water to make hot water cold ... Where there’s

a sibling, there’s quibbling ... Some is good; more is

better; too much is just right ... The most successful liar is
one who lies the least ... Nonsmokers create a vacuum
and draw smoke toward themselves ... Do not try to
solve all life’s problems at once; learn to dread each day
as it comes.

It doesn’t matter what you do; it only matters what
you say you've done and what you say you're gonna do
... If you could breed an oyster the size of a horse, it
wouldn't take first place in the Kentucky Derby no mat-
ter who rode it ... The best and worst make history; the
mediocre breed ... New milk is not got from a statue ...
Some people grow from responsibility; others merely
swell ... If you find something everyone agrees upon, it's
wrong.4

And, of course, all’s well that ends.

1. For those who missed the brilliant Part 1 (et cetera
June 1984), and the equally acclaimed Part II (et
cetera Sept. 1984), New Fundamental Truths and
New Wives Tales are just that. An Irish Bull is plausi-
ble, even weighty statement which, on closer exam-

ination, turns out to be absurd. And, of course, an
Instant Cliche is a newborn statement that is so trite
and hackneyed that, without the repititions nor-
mally required for banality, it acquires instant
clicheness. Most of the ones in this column are col-
lected in The Official Explanations by Paul Dickson
(Dell 1981).

Nothing succeeds like excess (Wilde's Maxim) ...
Things are never as bad as they turn out to be ... The
wrong number .on a telephone is never busy ... It
does not do to leave a live dragon out of your cal-
culations, if you live near him (Tolkien’s Reminder)
... Nobody likes a smart-ass; but nobody likes a
dumb-ass either (Camille’s Axiom) ... McLaughlin's
Law of Walking on old Railroad Ties: They're too far
for one step, but too close for two (this law has wide
application).

The wages of sin vary considerably ... A word to the
wise is superfluous ... Familiarity breeds ... A milli-
gram of prevention is worth a kilogram of cure ...

.Counting your chickens before they hatch is sensible

long-range planning ... If a picture is worth a thou-
sand words, draw me a picture of the Gettysburg
Address (Rosten's Rebuttal).

Old Fundamental Untruths: (1) The check is in the
mail. (2) I'm from the government and I'm here to
help you. (3) Of course I'll respect you in the morn-
ing.
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