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How to Take a Deposition:
An Expose

© Jerry Buchmeyer, 1980

This is a second installment in the column begun in the April issue.

Tell Me About Your Family

Q.

A.

“Q.
A. Well, when he was three he fell and broke his
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And is one man the father of all of your chil-
dren?

Well, I'm pretty sure one man is the father of the
twins.”

Has your son ever received a prior injury?

arm, that's all. Oh, yes, when he was two he got
plowed under by a tractor and we didn't find
him for twenty minutes.”

And isn't it true, Sarah, that your husband has
been playing around with other women?

Oh, yes, sir.

Isn't it true that this has caused you untold
heartache and anguish?

It don't bother me none.”

You say you have had three children. Who was
the father of your children?

Well, our pastor is the father of the little one.
Who is the father of the others?

Well, our assistant pastor is the father of the
next one.

Who is the father of the oldest one?

Well, sir, I don't rightly knows. You see, that
one | had before [ was saved.”

Were You in the Military Service?

“Q.
A.

Q.

Have you ever been in the service?

Yes, sir. I went in in ‘40 and came out in less
than 90 days. I was too old for what they
wanted, they said.

Were you given some sort of a medical dis-
charge?

A. No. I was given an unconditional release. 1
didn’t have enough teeth, they said.
Q. Isee. You were just getting too old, huh?
A. Itold them I thought I was there to fight them,
not bite them.”
“Q. How far did you get in the service? It was in the
Army, wasn't it?
A. Yes, sir, the Army.
Q. How far did you get?
A. Over to the South Pacific.”
“Q. Were you in the military service?
A. Yessir.
Q. What branch of the service were you in?
A. Armed forces.”
“Q. Were you in the Army?
A. No, sir, I didnt go.
Q. Why?
A. Well, when I was ready to leave they said,
‘Well, everything is over,” and I say, ‘Okay.’ So
I didn't go.”
What About Your Job?
“Q. What do you do for a living?
A. Thelp my brother.
Q. What does your brother do?
A. Nothing.”
“Q. Yousay you went to Galveston in 1920, yet the

first job you told me about was in 1946. What
did you do between 1920 and 19462
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A. Well, I didn't go to work as soon as I got there.” A. Nosir.
..... Q. You haven't even gone out and fed the chick-
“Q. Why did you leave there? ens, you have never milked a cow?
A. Well, I caught myself getting a better job.” A. Never milked a cow, but I have fed baby chick-
) ’ ens, just a little old quart can, sprinkle some out
B ) for them, or something like that. Yes sir.
“Q. What happened to your job at the Forum? Q. You couldn't feed a big chicken, though, could
A. At the Forum Cafeteria? I got mad and quit. you?
Q. What did you get mad about? . I couldn't carry enough for a bunch of big
A. Afry cook spit in a pan of grease to see if it was chickens. :
hot enough to fry fish. Q. What else have you done, now, the past year or
Q. Was it your pan of grease? so since this accident happened, other than feed
A. No, sir, it wasn't my pan of grease, but it was the baby chickens?
my fellow man that ate in the cafeteria.” A. The biggest thing was to lay around, lay down
..... and rest. {I guess when the baby chickens grew
“Q. Have you done any work at all since this acci- into big chickens they just starved to death.]”

dent happened?

[... to be continued ...]

An Intensive Program in

TRIAL ADVOCACY

SEVENTH ANNUAL SOUTHERN REGIONAL
June 12-22, 1985
Southern Methodist University School of Law
Dallas, Texas

This intensive program is designed for attorneys with less than five years of
experience. The NITA method of teaching trial advocacy incorporates team
teaching, video technology, faculty demonstrations and student participation.

For an informational brochure and application, contact:

Professor Frederick Moss
Program Director

Southern Methodist University
School of Law

Dallas, TX 75275

(214) 692-2742

Internationally Acclaimed for Trial Advocacy Training

626 Texas BarJournal May 1985






