STATE BAR ACT
As Amended

GOVERNMENT CODE
TITLE 2. JUDICIAL BRANCH
SUBTITLE G. ATTORNEYS
CHAPTER 81. STATE BAR
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 81.001. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as the State Bar Act.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Sec. 81.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:
(1) "State bar" means the State Bar of Texas.
(2) "Executive director" means the executive director of the state bar.
(3) "General counsel" means the general counsel of the state bar.
(4) "Board of directors" means the board of directors of the state bar.
(5) "Commission" means the Commission for Lawyer Discipline described by Section 81.076 and as
provided in the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure adopted by the Supreme Court of Texas.
(6) "Chief disciplinary counsel" means the attorney selected under Section 81.076 who performs
disciplinary functions for the state bar under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
and the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure.
(7) "Minority member" means a member of the state bar who is female, African-American,
Hispanic-American, Native American, or Asian-American.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Sec. 81.003. SUNSET PROVISION. The state bar is subject to Chapter 325 (Texas Sunset
Act). Unless continued in existence as provided by that chapter, this chapter expires September 1,
2017.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., 1st C.S., ch. 17, Sec. 6.11, eff. Nov.
12, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 227, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by: Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1232, Sec. 3.04, eff. June 17, 2011.

Page -1 -

is eligible to attend during a calendar year without an excuse approved by a majority vote of
the board.
(b) The validity of an action of the board of directors is not affected by the fact that it is taken when
a ground for removal of a director exists.
(c) If the executive director has knowledge that a potential ground for removal of a director exists,
the executive director shall notify the president of the state bar and the director of the ground.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 227, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Sec. 81.028. RELATIONSHIP WITH TRADE ASSOCIATION.
(a) In this section, "Texas trade association" means a cooperative and voluntarily joined statewide
association of business or professional competitors in this state designed to assist its members and its
industry or profession in dealing with mutual business or professional problems and in promoting
their common interest.
(b) A person may not be a member of the board of directors and may not be a state bar employee
employed in a "bona fide executive, administrative, or professional capacity," as that phrase is used
for purposes of establishing an exemption to the overtime provisions of the federal Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. Section 201 et seq.), and its subsequent amendments, if:
(1) the person is an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a Texas trade association in the
field of board interest; or
(2) the person's spouse is an officer, manager, or paid consultant of a Texas trade association
in the field of board interest.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 227, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Sec. 81.029. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
(a) The board of directors, by a majority vote, elects the executive director. The executive director
serves at the pleasure of the board.
(b) The executive director shall execute the policies and directives of the board in all state bar
activities except the activities for which the general counsel is given responsibility either by this
chapter or by the board.
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(3) be filed with the supreme court and the governor's office.
(l) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 227, Sec. 22.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 227, Sec. 11, 22, eff. Sept. 1,
2003; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 285, Sec. 31(8), eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Sec. 81.030. GENERAL COUNSEL.
(a) The board of directors, by a majority vote, elects the general counsel of the state bar. The
general counsel holds office at the pleasure of the board.
(b) The general counsel must be a member of the state bar.
(c) The general counsel shall perform the duties usually expected of and performed by a general
counsel.
(d) The general counsel shall perform those duties delegated by the board of directors.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Sec. 81.031. CONFLICT OF INTEREST.
(a) The executive director and the general counsel of the state bar are subject to Chapter 572.
(b) A person may not serve as a member of the board of directors or as the general counsel to the
state bar if the person is required to register as a lobbyist under Chapter 305, Government Code,
because of the person's activities for compensation on behalf of a profession related to the operation
of the state bar.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 304, Sec. 3.12, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1991;
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(41), eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Sec. 81.032. DEPUTY CLERK.
(a) The clerk of the supreme court, with the permission of the court, may employ a deputy to assist
the clerk in discharging the duties imposed on the clerk by this chapter or by rules promulgated under
this chapter.
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professional misconduct alleged to have occurred in the geographical area served by the committee,
but any action must be filed in the county of the attorney's residence.
(d) Venue in a disbarment proceeding against a nonresident member of the state bar is in a district
court either in Travis County or in any county where the alleged misconduct occurred.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 795, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Sec. 81.078. DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS.
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), until an attorney has been convicted of the charges for
disbarment pending against the attorney in a court of competent jurisdiction, the attorney may be
suspended from the practice of law only if the attorney concurs in an order of suspension entered by
the grievance committee.
(b) On proof of an attorney's conviction in a trial court of competent jurisdiction of any felony
involving moral turpitude or of any misdemeanor involving the theft, embezzlement, or fraudulent
misappropriation of money or other property, the district court of the county of the residence of the
convicted attorney shall enter an order suspending the attorney from the practice of law during the
pendency of any appeals from the conviction. An attorney who has been given probation after the
conviction, whether adjudicated or unadjudicated, shall be suspended from the practice of law during
the probation.
(c) On proof of final conviction of any felony involving moral turpitude or any misdemeanor
involving theft, embezzlement, or fraudulent misappropriation of money or other property, the
district court of the county of the residence of the convicted attorney shall enter an order disbarring
the attorney.
(d) In an action to disbar any attorney for acts made the basis of a conviction for a felony involving
moral turpitude or a misdemeanor involving theft, embezzlement, or fraudulent misappropriation of
money or other property, the record of conviction is conclusive evidence of the guilt of the attorney
for the crime of which he was convicted.
(e) Either the grievance committee for the bar district or the general counsel may seek enforcement
of this section.
(f) This chapter does not prevent prosecution of an attorney in a disciplinary action after conviction
for a criminal act based either on the weight of the conviction or on conduct by the attorney that led
to the attorney's conviction.
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 3.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
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obtain a copy of the attorney's profile to make corrections.
(e) This section does not require the state bar to disclose confidential information.
(f) The state bar shall:
(1) annually provide to each attorney licensed by the state bar a copy of the attorney's
profile; or
(2) provide to an individual attorney a copy of the attorney's profile on request. The state bar
shall provide an attorney one month from the date a copy of the attorney's profile is provided
to the attorney to correct factual errors in the attorney's profile.
(g) The state bar shall annually update the information contained in an attorney's profile. The state
bar shall adopt a form that allows an attorney to update information contained in the attorney's
profile. The form shall be made available on the Internet and in other formats as prescribed by rules
adopted by the state bar. The state bar may adopt rules relating to the type and content of additional
information that may be included in an attorney's profile.
(h) For purposes of administering this section, the state bar may collect from each member of the
state bar an annual fee of not more than $10.
(i) The state bar shall adopt rules as necessary to implement this section.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 862, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
SUBCHAPTER I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Sec. 81.121. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
(a) The executive committee consists of:
(1) the president, the president-elect, and the immediate past president of the state bar;
(2) the chair of the board of directors;
(3) the president of the Texas Young Lawyers Association; and
(4) additional members appointed by the president of the state bar.
(b) The general counsel and executive director serve as ex officio members of the committee.
(c) The president of the state bar serves as chair of the committee. The chair of the board of
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