Ross Fischer
P.O. Box 341016
Austin, Texas 78734
(512) 354-1786
rf@gobergroup.com
Credentials
Attorney and Counselor at Law
State Bar Number 24004647
Admitted to the State Bar of Texas, May 1, 1998.
Admitted to practice in the United States Supreme Court and the Western District of Texas.
Education
The University of Texas School of Law, Austin, Texas
Doctor of Jurisprudence, December 1997
St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, May 1995, Summa cum Laude
Legal Experience
The Gober Group (and its predecessor firm, Gober Hilgers), January 2015 through present
•
Specialization in legislative and campaign law, professional ethics, and governmental integrity matters.
Clients include elected officials, candidates, trade associations, political committees, local governments,
municipalities and corporations. Routinely called upon to advise public entities on matters involving
legislative law, public integrity and campaign and election procedures.
•
Represent public and private organizational clients on a full spectrum of matters including formation of
entity, conducting and managing board meetings, financial oversight, and ensuring compliance with state
and federal law.
The University of Texas School of Law, Spring 2014 through Fall 2016
•
Served as a Director of the Legislative Lawyering Clinic.
•
Instructed students in the legal, and procedural components of legislative process.
•
Managed the clinic’s administrative staff and annual budget.
Denton, Navarro, Rocha and Bernal, October 2009 through January 2015
•
Specialized in the representation of governmental entities, primarily municipalities and counties.
•
Demonstrated experience and skill in dealing with matters of a sensitive, confidential, and/or political
nature.
City Attorney, City of Seguin, October 2006 through the October 2009
•
Legal adviser for the City of Seguin, Population 25,090; 300+ employees; multimillion dollar annual
budget.
•
Legal representation on a variety of matters, including open government, contracts, ethics, employment
matters, procurement, special projects, and management of outside counsel.
State Bar of Texas, Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel, January 2005 to October 2006
•
Prosecuted ethical violations, from investigation through trial, in 45 Texas counties.
•
Developed in-depth understanding of the Texas attorney discipline system, including local grievance
panels, the Board of Disciplinary Appeals, and the Commission for Lawyer Discipline.

Kendall County Attorney, January 2001 to December 2004
• Responsible for statutory duties of an elected County Attorney, including:
• Prosecution all misdemeanors, protective orders, and juvenile offenses.
• 30+ Jury Trials; 4 appellate briefs, all of which were upheld.
• Legal advice to county officials on employment law, contracts, open records/public information
issues and other matters.
• Representation in mediation and management of outside counsel.
• Supervised a staff of attorneys, victim assistance coordinator, investigators, and numerous
administrative personnel, and managed a complex budget.
Corporate and State Agency Governance
Pedernales Electric Cooperative, June 2010 through June 2013
• Elected to the Board of the nation’s largest member-owned electric distribution cooperative.
• Supervised election in June 2010 marking the first time that the cooperative’s board was entirely elected by
member-owners of the organization.
• Cooperative managed over 700 employees, assets of over one billion dollars, and annual revenues exceeding
$500 million.
• As Director, oversaw significant governance reforms, increased transparency, efficiency, and equity, while
decreasing controllable costs.
• Voluntarily left board after securing desired goals in the areas of governance reform and fiscal
responsibility.
Texas Ethics Commission, Commissioner appointed by the Governor of Texas, 2005-2010
• Appointed July 2005 and reappointed February 2006 by the Governor of Texas. Chaired the Commission
from December 2009 through December 2010.
• Regulated political campaigns, officeholders, and lobbyists in the State of Texas and adjudicated alleged
statutory violations, promulgates rules, and issues advisory opinions interpreting relevant Texas law.
• Drafted and submitted proposed statutory clarifications to the Texas Legislature.
• Administered Commission staff of approximately 35 full-time employees and provided oversight for annual
budget of approximately $2 million, including the development and submittal of legislative appropriation
requests.
Texas Online Authority, Board Member appointed by the Governor of Texas, 2003 - 2005
• The Texas Online Authority was responsible for making government services available online, for
developing the state’s web portal, and for initiating the e-filing courts software program.
Academic Publication
Ross Fischer & Jack Gullahorn, The Advent of State and Local Lobby Regulations and the Legal and Ethical
Considerations for Attorneys. St. Mary’s J. Legal Mal. and Ethics, Volume 3, Number 1 (2013).
Community Involvement
Kendall County Women’s Center, Former board member and president
Non-profit formed to build an emergency shelter for domestic violence victims in Kendall County. Oversaw
successful capital campaign resulting in construction and operation of emergency shelter for women and
children impacted by domestic violence.
Texas Center for Municipal Ethics, Board member
Non-profit dedicated to promoting integrity in municipal decision-making and fostering a culture of ethics in
Texas city government through training and publications.
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References

Client:
Services:
Contact:

Pedernales Electric Cooperative
Special Counsel to the Board of Directors (2017)
Emily Pataki, Board President
P.O. Box 1
Johnson City, TX 78636
(830) 868-7155
Emily.Pataki@peci.com

Client:
Services:
Contact:

Tarrant Regional Water District
Ethics and Public Information Act Advice to Board of Directors (2014)
Jim Oliver, General Manager
800 E. Northside Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76102
(817) 335-2491
jim.oliver@trwd.com

Client:
Services:
Contact:

City of El Paso, Texas
Ethics Investigation and Procurement Compliance (2015)
Sylvia Borunda Firth, City Attorney
300 N. Campbell
El Paso, TX 79901
(915) 212-0033
firthsb@elpasotexas.gov

Client:
Services:
Contact:

VIA Metropolitan Transit
Ethics Advice to Board of Trustees and General Counsel (2013-2016)
Bonnie Prosser Elder, General Counsel
123 N. Medina Street
San Antonio, TX 78207
(210) 299-5880
bonnie.elder@viainfo.net
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Qualifications and Background

Brief history of the Respondent's qualifications and experience, including areas of
expertise, accomplishments, previous employers, clients, etc.
Ross Fischer’s qualification and experiences make him uniquely suited to provide
general counsel services to the State Bar Board of Directors.

State agency oversight. In 2005, the governor appointed Ross to the Texas Ethics
Commission. He served until 2010, including one year as the Commission’s Chair. That role
involved overseeing 35 agency personnel, formulating legislative recommendations and
budgets, and interacting with a wide variety of public and private stakeholders.

Governmental representation and transparency. Ross has served as general and
special counsel to a variety of entities both public and private, including cities, counties,
special districts, and both nonprofit and for-profit corporations. With over a dozen years
focused on governmental representation, he is well-versed in open government issues and
the importance of operational transparency.
Corporate Governance. Ross served as member of the Board of Directors of the
nation’s largest member-owned electric cooperative, overseeing significant governance
reforms. At the time, the company had more than 700 employees, over one billion dollars
in assets, and annual revenues in excess of $500 million. As a director, he worked to
increase the efficiency, transparency, and equity of the organization, while decreasing
controllable costs each year. Since his voluntary retirement from the Board, Ross has
provided special counsel services to the company on an as-needed basis.

State Bar Experience & Knowledge. In 2005 and 2006, Ross was an Assistant
Disciplinary Counsel in the Bar’s San Antonio office, representing the Commission for
Lawyer Discipline before grievance panels across the state. During that time, he became
very familiar with the State Bar’s governing statute. More recently, Ross served as the
inaugural Chair of the State Bar’s Legislative and Campaign Law Section.
A resume/curriculum vitae including years of experience, licensure, education,
professional affiliations, etc.
{Resume Enclosed – Section C in Table of Contents}

Relevant prior experience, specifically including work as general counsel, board
counsel, special counsel, or other legal advisor role for public/governmental agencies
or private entities in which the Respondent advised boards or other public or private
governing bodies.
Ross Fischer has served a variety of governmental entities as legal counsel since
1998, practicing public law for over 18 years. Throughout his career, he has served the
public in multiple roles. He has been an in-house city attorney, an elected county attorney,
and a disciplinary attorney for the State Bar of Texas. He spent eight yearsRF-0005
focused

exclusively on local government law, first as an in-house city attorney and then as a
contract city attorney at a municipal law firm. He continues to serve as legal counsel for
various local governmental entities, including a metropolitan transit authority, a regional
water district, a groundwater conservation district, and a municipally owned electric
company.

Ross’s experience has made him familiar with the State Bar’s organizational
structure. He has served as Assistant Chief Disciplinary Counsel for the State Bar of Texas,
prosecuting grievances against attorneys across Texas. As an ethics prosecutor, he was
responsible for handling alleged ethical violations, from investigation through trial. More
recently, Ross served as the inaugural Chairman of the Legislative and Campaign Law
Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Relevant experience working on or knowledge of open records, open meetings, and
other applicable state law pertaining to state agencies, as well as parliamentary
procedure and other legal issues relevant to this engagement.
As a public law practitioner, Ross Fischer has a detailed understanding of both the
Texas Public Information Act and the Texas Open Meetings Act. He has represented both
public and private clients in litigation brought pursuant to the Texas Public Information
Act. The Gober Group’s attorneys have significant experience in both the Texas Public
Information Act and the federal Freedom of Information Act.
As counsel for both publicly elected governing bodies and private corporate boards,
Ross Fischer is well versed in the parliamentary procedures needed to conduct productive
and respectful board meetings.

Relevant experience with litigation or other claims regarding officers or directors of
public/governmental agencies or private entities and knowledge of and familiarity
with “best practices” applicable to this engagement.
Ross Fischer and The Gober Group have significant experience in the standards of
conduct applicable to both corporate officers and public officers. The firm is uniquely
qualified to help reconcile the standards of conduct applicable to corporate officers (the
common-law and statutory fiduciary obligations) with the statutory standards of conduct
for public officers (which usually carry criminal consequences). It is an attorney’s
obligation to make the client aware of the applicable standards and the differing liabilities
stemming from each.
Ross Fischer is routinely called upon by public entities to analyze situations where
various standards of conduct - including corporate, public, and local rules - intersect. Ross
is well versed in the legal and ethical aspects of economic development partnerships and
quasi-governmental entities that are governed by both public and private officers. Ross
believes that a proactive approach to identifying and avoiding problematic legal issues is
paramount to avoiding problems. Fortunately, The Gober Group’s attorneys are used to
providing legal guidance in situations where the stakes are high and the scrutiny intense.
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Experience in state government or other public-sector law practice, either as a state
government attorney and/or in a private law office addressing issues arising in
connection with state government or public sector law.
Ross Fischer has served a variety of governmental entities as legal counsel since
1998, practicing public law for 20 years. Throughout his career, he has served the public in
multiple roles. He has been an in-house city attorney, an elected county attorney, and a
disciplinary attorney for the State Bar of Texas. He spent eight years focused exclusively on
local government law, first as an in-house city attorney and then as a contract city attorney
at a municipal law firm. He continues to serve as legal counsel for various local
governmental entities, including a metropolitan transit authority, a regional water district,
a groundwater conservation district, and a municipally owned electric company.

A description of the Respondent's law firm (if applicable) and indicate the location of
the responsible office).

The Gober Group represents a diverse group of high-profile clients who trust us
when their reputations are on the line. Although we are Texas-based, our national client
roster spans coast to coast and includes mid-sized to Fortune 100 companies, trade
associations and other tax-exempt organizations, candidates and elected officials, lobbyists
and political consultants, high net-worth individuals, professional athletes, and
entertainers.
Our attorneys boast decades of “in-the-trenches” legal experience and elite subjectmatter expertise, helping policy-makers and influencers navigate legal issues and protect
their reputations. And, because of that expertise and breadth of experience, our clients
know they can rely on us in the field, in the office, and in the courthouse. Depending on each
unique challenge, we are there to strategize, counsel, or advocate as needed.
The Gober Group’s Austin office will be responsible for services provided to the
State Bar Board of Directors.

A description of backup attorney(s) within your firm or, if the Respondent is not in a
firm, otherwise available to the Respondent who would be available on a limited basis
in your absence and other support staff, both professional and administrative, who
would provide resources to this engagement. Resumes of key staff, particularly backup
attorney(s) in your firm or otherwise available to you, should be included.
Chris Gober will serve as the proposed backup attorney on an as-needed basis.
Chris represents more than 100 active clients—including U. S. Senators, Representatives,
and multibillion-dollar companies—in litigation, federal investigations, and political
compliance matters.
Prior to founding The Gober Group (and its predecessor firm Gober Hilgers), Chris
worked for a leading international law firm and served as head of the firm’s Political
Law
RF-0007

section. His practice included white collar defense representing both political and nonpolitical clients.
{Resume Enclosed – Section D in Table of Contents}

A statement of whether the Respondent has ever been successfully sued for
malpractice, been the subject of complaints filed with the State Bar Chief Disciplinary
Counsel’s Office or had any sanction imposed under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct or the corresponding rules of another jurisdiction. Please
provide information on the incident(s) if applicable.
Neither Ross Fischer nor The Gober Group has ever been successfully sued for
malpractice, been the subject of complaints filed with the State Bar Chief Disciplinary
Counsel, or had any sanction imposed under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct or the corresponding rules of another jurisdiction.
Commitment Regarding Insurance Coverage:
Enclosed in Section H is a certificate of insurance evidencing sufficient levels of coverage.
The Gober Group commits to naming The State Bar of Texas as an additional insured in the
event the firm is selected to provide legal services.
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Ross Fischer
P.O. Box 341016
Austin, Texas 78734
(512) 354-1786
rf@gobergroup.com
Credentials
Attorney and Counselor at Law
State Bar Number 24004647
Admitted to the State Bar of Texas, May 1, 1998.
Admitted to practice in the United States Supreme Court and the Western District of Texas.
Education
The University of Texas School of Law, Austin, Texas
Doctor of Jurisprudence, December 1997
St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, May 1995, Summa cum Laude
Legal Experience
The Gober Group (and its predecessor firm, Gober Hilgers), January 2015 through present
•
Specialization in legislative and campaign law, professional ethics, and governmental integrity matters.
Clients include elected officials, candidates, trade associations, political committees, local governments,
municipalities and corporations. Routinely called upon to advise public entities on matters involving
legislative law, public integrity and campaign and election procedures.
•
Represent public and private organizational clients on a full spectrum of matters including formation of
entity, conducting and managing board meetings, financial oversight, and ensuring compliance with state
and federal law.
The University of Texas School of Law, Spring 2014 through Fall 2016
•
Served as a Director of the Legislative Lawyering Clinic.
•
Instructed students in the legal, and procedural components of legislative process.
•
Managed the clinic’s administrative staff and annual budget.
Denton, Navarro, Rocha and Bernal, October 2009 through January 2015
•
Specialized in the representation of governmental entities, primarily municipalities and counties.
•
Demonstrated experience and skill in dealing with matters of a sensitive, confidential, and/or political
nature.
City Attorney, City of Seguin, October 2006 through the October 2009
•
Legal adviser for the City of Seguin, Population 25,090; 300+ employees; multimillion dollar annual
budget.
•
Legal representation on a variety of matters, including open government, contracts, ethics, employment
matters, procurement, special projects, and management of outside counsel.
State Bar of Texas, Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel, January 2005 to October 2006
•
Prosecuted ethical violations, from investigation through trial, in 45 Texas counties.
•
Developed in-depth understanding of the Texas attorney discipline system, including local grievance
panels, the Board of Disciplinary Appeals, and the Commission for Lawyer Discipline.
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Kendall County Attorney, January 2001 to December 2004
• Responsible for statutory duties of an elected County Attorney, including:
• Prosecution all misdemeanors, protective orders, and juvenile offenses.
• 30+ Jury Trials; 4 appellate briefs, all of which were upheld.
• Legal advice to county officials on employment law, contracts, open records/public information
issues and other matters.
• Representation in mediation and management of outside counsel.
• Supervised a staff of attorneys, victim assistance coordinator, investigators, and numerous
administrative personnel, and managed a complex budget.
Corporate and State Agency Governance
Pedernales Electric Cooperative, June 2010 through June 2013
• Elected to the Board of the nation’s largest member-owned electric distribution cooperative.
• Supervised election in June 2010 marking the first time that the cooperative’s board was entirely elected by
member-owners of the organization.
• Cooperative managed over 700 employees, assets of over one billion dollars, and annual revenues exceeding
$500 million.
• As Director, oversaw significant governance reforms, increased transparency, efficiency, and equity, while
decreasing controllable costs.
• Voluntarily left board after securing desired goals in the areas of governance reform and fiscal
responsibility.
Texas Ethics Commission, Commissioner appointed by the Governor of Texas, 2005-2010
• Appointed July 2005 and reappointed February 2006 by the Governor of Texas. Chaired the Commission
from December 2009 through December 2010.
• Regulated political campaigns, officeholders, and lobbyists in the State of Texas and adjudicated alleged
statutory violations, promulgates rules, and issues advisory opinions interpreting relevant Texas law.
• Drafted and submitted proposed statutory clarifications to the Texas Legislature.
• Administered Commission staff of approximately 35 full-time employees and provided oversight for annual
budget of approximately $2 million, including the development and submittal of legislative appropriation
requests.
Texas Online Authority, Board Member appointed by the Governor of Texas, 2003 - 2005
• The Texas Online Authority was responsible for making government services available online, for
developing the state’s web portal, and for initiating the e-filing courts software program.
Academic Publication
Ross Fischer & Jack Gullahorn, The Advent of State and Local Lobby Regulations and the Legal and Ethical
Considerations for Attorneys. St. Mary’s J. Legal Mal. and Ethics, Volume 3, Number 1 (2013).
Community Involvement
Kendall County Women’s Center, Former board member and president
Non-profit formed to build an emergency shelter for domestic violence victims in Kendall County. Oversaw
successful capital campaign resulting in construction and operation of emergency shelter for women and
children impacted by domestic violence.
Texas Center for Municipal Ethics, Board member
Non-profit dedicated to promoting integrity in municipal decision-making and fostering a culture of ethics in
Texas city government through training and publications.
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Chris K. Gober
PO Box 341016 ♦ Austin, TX 78734 ♦ (512) 354-1783 ♦ cg@gobergroup.com

WORK EXPERIENCE
The Gober Group
Managing Partner

Austin, TX
February 2011 – present

 Manages a nationally recognized law firm twice ranked on the prestigious Inc. 5000 list of the
fastest-growing private companies in the United States based on revenue growth.
 Represents more than 100 clients—including former presidential candidates, U.S. Senators,
Representatives, multibillion-dollar companies—in litigation, federal investigations, and
political compliance matters.
 Successfully litigated constitutional law cases, including a victorious First Amendment
lawsuit that permanently struck down a state’s “Super PAC” ban, the hotly contested Texas
redistricting litigation, and the successful defense of a conservative political commentator
in a high-profile defamation suit brought by the father of the former Irving, Texas student
known as “Clock Boy.”
 Successfully represented former U.S. Senator John Ensign in a multiyear investigatory inquiry
by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Fish & Richardson
Of Counsel, Political Law and White Collar Criminal Defense

Dallas, TX
January 2009 – January 2011

 Founded the firm’s Political Law section.
 Practiced white-collar defense representing both political and non-political clients.

National Republican Senatorial Committee
General Counsel

Washington, DC
January 2007 – December 2008

 Oversaw all legal operations of the NRSC, which included ensuring that all activities of the
Committee and its employees were compliant with applicable federal and state laws.
 Advised Republican U.S. Senators regarding Senate Ethics Rules and their campaign operations
and conducted compliance seminars and campaign colleges for their staff.
 Drafted and submitted public comments to the Federal Election Commission in response to the
agency’s proposed rulemakings and regulations.

Republican National Committee
Deputy Counsel

Washington, DC
March 2006 – January 2007

 Provided counsel to RNC staff, state parties, and candidates regarding campaign finance laws.
 Drafted and responded to FEC audits, complaints, and advisory opinion requests.

United States Department of Justice
Counsel, Office of Legal Policy

Washington, DC
February 2005 – March 2006

 Served in the Judicial Nominations Unit that helped prepare John Roberts and Justice Samuel
Alito for their U.S. Supreme Court confirmation hearings and vetted potential nominees to fill
U.S. District Court vacancies.
 Worked on national security issues and the reauthorization of the USA PATRIOT Act.
 Conducted a comprehensive review of the Immigration Courts and Board of Immigration
Appeals. The review team’s findings resulted in the implementation of 22 new measures.

55th Presidential Inaugural Committee
Associate Legal Counsel

Washington, DC
December 2004 – January 2005

 Negotiated and drafted contracts with companies providing services for Inaugural events, and
with venues such as the MCI Center and Washington Convention Center.
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Chris K. Gober
Page 2
Bush Cheney ’04
Missouri Regional Field Director

Washington, DC
May 2004 – November 2004

 Managed a team of field representatives and oversaw campaign operations in 50 counties in
Missouri during the course of the election.
 Relocated to St. Louis five weeks before the election to take over a non-existent volunteer
program and organized a GOTV operation that yielded 5,000 volunteers, 250,000 phone calls,
and 100,000 door knocks in St. Louis County during the final five days of the election.

Bush for President
Political Intern

Austin, TX
July 2000, January 2000, June 1999 – August 1999

 Deployed to Iowa to help organize the Iowa Straw Poll and Iowa Caucuses under the direct
supervision of Ken Mehlman.
 Served as State Floor Whip assigned to the Oklahoma delegation during the 2000 Republican
National Convention in Philadelphia, PA.
 Worked at the campaign headquarters during the final two weeks of the election and drafted
briefing books for then-Governor Bush’s campaign stops.

EDUCATION
Harvard Law School
Juris Doctor

Cambridge, MA
August 2001 – May 2004

 Harvard Journal for Law and Public Policy, Editor
 Law School Council
 HL Central, Director of New Student

Texas A&M University
Bachelor of Business Administration, summa cum laude





College Station, TX
August 1997 – May 2001

Texas A&M Mitte Foundation Scholarship (full tuition and stipend)
Interfraternity Council, Vice-President of Public Relations
Texas A&M Student Senate, Academic Affairs Committee
Received the Texas A&M Emerging Leader and Greek Man of the Year awards

ADMISSIONS AND LICENSES
 Admitted to the State Bar of Texas, District of Columbia Bar, Supreme Court of the United
States, U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Fourth, Fifth, and Eighth Circuits, and the U.S. District
Court for the Northern, Eastern, Southern, and Western Districts of Texas
 Granted Top Secret security clearance (currently inactive)

VOLUNTEER WORK
 Dallas CASA (Court-Appointed Special Advocates)
 Former Director, A Hand-Up

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION






U.S. Government Lawyer of the Year by numerous publications (2013, 2014, and 2015)
Super Lawyer, Legislative & Governmental Affairs by Super Lawyers (2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017)
The National Trial Lawyers: Top 40 Under 40 (2014)
Legal Leaders on the Rise by Texas Lawyer (2013)
Republican Dream Team, Legal by Aristotle Inc. (2011)
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Disclosures: Disclosures of actual and potential conflicts of interests, if any, including
but not limited to identifying each and every matter in which the Respondent or the
Respondent's firm (if any) has, within the past calendar year, represented any entity
or individual with an interest adverse to the State Bar, its board, or staff.
Neither Ross Fischer nor The Gober Group has not represented any entity or
individual with an interest adverse to the State Bar, its board, or its staff.
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2018
20% Public Entity Discount Rate Sheet
Effective January 1, 2018
Chris Gober (Attorney): $445/hr
Karen Blackistone Oaks (Attorney): $365/hr
Ross Fischer (Attorney): $365/hr
Troy McCurry (Attorney): $365/hr
Paralegal Support: $141/hr

2018
Standard Rates
Chris Gober (Attorney): $555/hr
Karen Blackistone Oaks (Attorney): $455/hr
Ross Fischer (Attorney): $455/hr
Troy McCurry (Attorney): $455/hr
Paralegal Support: $175/hr
The Gober Group has embraced creative fee structures in the past to provide certainty for its clients
and would be willing to consider such options for the State Bar of Texas. For example, our firm has
utilized flat fee structures for newly created entities charging a standard fee for a menu of services
including: initial client conference, filing articles of incorporation, preparing bylaws and
resolutions, conducting an initial board meeting, obtaining an employer identification number,
developing a compliance calendar and, assisting with banking and bookkeeping as needed. We
recognize that each client and each project are unique, and remain willing to structure our
compensation accordingly.
*The Gober Group is willing and capable of generating and submitting electronic invoices
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Description of Experience and Client Confidence

We believe that the references provided in this proposal are best suited to address
the professionalism, performance, responsiveness, and quality of work of Ross Fischer.

However, we are proud to highlight a few examples where Ross was called upon to
assist various boards with navigating difficult issues, often under intense public scrutiny:

When Ross and The Gober Group were proposed as special counsel, for the City of El
Paso, the El Paso Times Editorial Board lauded the decision in a December 5, 2015, editorial
entitled “Leeser makes good choice for investigator”:
Fischer is an excellent choice for this assignment. He is an expert in Texas
government ethics laws, and a former chairman of the Texas Ethics Commission.
His independence and deep background in Texas local government law make
him well-suited for this important task.

In 2013, Ross was hired by the Tarrant Regional Water District for ethics compliance
issues. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported on Ross’s selection in a November 19, 2013
article entitled “Oft-criticized water district hires ethics expert”:
A former Texas Ethics Commission chairman has been hired to help the
Tarrant Regional Water District resolve some of its problems with opengovernment issues.
Ross Fischer, an Austin lawyer, will help the agency, which provides longterm water resources for North Texas, deal with an increasing number of openrecords requests, as well as other matters related to ethics, water district
general manager Jim Oliver said.
“We feel it’s time to bring in an expert in open government who can guide
us with these open-records requests,” Oliver told water district board members
during a regular meeting Tuesday.
We believe that these public declarations speak to the quality of our services better
than any self-serving statements ever could.
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Board of Directors
Suzan E. Fenner, Chair, Dallas
Larry W. Hicks, Vice Chair, El Paso
Billy C. Allen, III, Houston
Mary-Ann A. Bellatti, Houston
Patricia D. Chamblin, Beaumont
Ben Davidson, Lubbock
Asher B. Griffin, Austin

Thomas L. Hanna, Nederland
Richard C. Hile, Austin
John H. Hofmann, San Angelo
Henry A. Kelly, Albuquerque
John H. Lovell, Amarillo
Carrie J. Phaneuf, Dallas
Harry G. Potter, III, Houston
Julie C. Stern, Canton

CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE
PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE:

February 21, 2018

INSURED:

The Gober Group PLLC
P.O. Box 341016
Austin, TX 78734

EFFECTIVE DATE: 12:01 A.M., January 1, 2018
POLICY TERM: One Year
LIMITS: $1,000,000 per claim/$1,000,000 aggregate
DEDUCTIBLE: $10,000 Annual Aggregate
COVERAGE: Regular Policy (P-10)
RETROACTIVE DATE: 01/01/2016

Jason Syesta
Director of Member Services
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1801 S. MoPac Expy, Suite 300, Austin, Texas 78746 | TEL. (512) 480-9074 (800) 252-9332 | FAX: (512) 482-8738 | WWW. TLIE.ORG
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DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

3/1/2018

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).
CONTACT
PRODUCER
Brian VanderMolen
NAME:
FAX
PHONE
Billups Insurance Services
(A/C, No):
(A/C, No, Ext): (972) 572 - 0777
E-MAIL
1805 N. Westmoreland RD
ADDRESS: brian@misoftex.com
INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

Desoto

TX 75115

INSURED

INSURER A :
INSURER B :

The Gober Group
3595 RR 620 S
STE 200
Austin, TX 78734

COVERAGES

NAIC #

The Hartford
The Hartford

INSURER C :
INSURER D :
INSURER E :
INSURER F :

CERTIFICATE NUMBER:

REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.
INSR
LTR

TYPE OF INSURANCE

ADDL SUBR
INSD WVD

POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EFF
POLICY EXP
(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY
CLAIMS-MADE

OCCUR

X

A

X

46 SBA VW5365

12/30/2017 12/30/2018

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:
PROPOLICY
LOC
JECT

LIMITS

EACH OCCURRENCE
DAMAGE TO RENTED
PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

$

MED EXP (Any one person)

$

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

$

GENERAL AGGREGATE

$

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
(Ea accident)
BODILY INJURY (Per person)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

ANY AUTO
OWNED
AUTOS ONLY
HIRED
AUTOS ONLY

$

1,000,000
1,000,000
10,000
1,000,000
2,000,000
2,000,000

$

OTHER:

A

$

SCHEDULED
AUTOS
NON-OWNED
AUTOS ONLY

X

X

46 SBA VW5365

12/30/2017 12/30/2018

$

1,000,000

$

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $
PROPERTY DAMAGE
(Per accident)

$
$

B

UMBRELLA LIAB

OCCUR

EACH OCCURRENCE

$

EXCESS LIAB

CLAIMS-MADE

AGGREGATE

$

DED
RETENTION $
WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY
Y/N
ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory in NH)
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

$
PER
STATUTE
N/A

X

46 WBC AB0A2F

12/30/2017 12/30/2018

OTHER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

$

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

For Review Only

CERTIFICATE HOLDER
For Review Only

CANCELLATION
SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Brian VanderMolen

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
RF-0018
The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD
Back
Save

Policy and Procedure – Background Checks

The Firm has identified an Austin-based, privately-owned pre-employment screening
service that uses proprietary software to conduct thorough background checks. In the
event that the Firm engages new employees or subcontractors to work on State Bar
matters, this service will be used before such work is performed or access to State Bar
facilities is sought.
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W-9

Form
(Rev. December 2014)
Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Request for Taxpayer
Identification Number and Certification

Give Form to the
requester. Do not
send to the IRS.

1 Name (as shown on your income tax return). Name is required on this line; do not leave this line blank.

Print or type
See Specific Instructions on page 2.

The Gober Group PLLC

2 Business name/disregarded entity name, if different from above

3 Check appropriate box for federal tax classification; check only one of the following seven boxes:

x

C Corporation
S Corporation
Partnership
Trust/estate
Individual/sole proprietor or
single-member LLC
Limited liability company. Enter the tax classification (C=C corporation, S=S corporation, P=partnership) ▶

S

Note. For a single-member LLC that is disregarded, do not check LLC; check the appropriate box in the line above for
the tax classification of the single-member owner.

4 Exemptions (codes apply only to
certain entities, not individuals; see
instructions on page 3):
Exempt payee code (if any)
Exemption from FATCA reporting
code (if any)
(Applies to accounts maintained outside the U.S.)

Other (see instructions) ▶
5 Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.)

Requester’s name and address (optional)

PO Box 341016

6 City, state, and ZIP code

Austin, TX 78734

7 List account number(s) here (optional)

Part I

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. The TIN provided must match the name given on line 1 to avoid
backup withholding. For individuals, this is generally your social security number (SSN). However, for a
resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the Part I instructions on page 3. For other
entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a
TIN on page 3.
Note. If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for line 1 and the chart on page 4 for
guidelines on whose number to enter.

Social security number

–

or
Employer identification number

8 1
Part II

–

–

0 8 2 9 3

0 9

Certification

Under penalties of perjury, I certify that:
1. The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and
2. I am not subject to backup withholding because: (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am
no longer subject to backup withholding; and
3. I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and
4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.
Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding
because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage
interest paid, acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement arrangement (IRA), and
generally, payments other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the
instructions on page 3.

Sign
Here

Signature of
U.S. person ▶

Date ▶

12/15/2017

General Instructions

• Form 1098 (home mortgage interest), 1098-E (student loan interest), 1098-T
(tuition)

Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise noted.

• Form 1099-C (canceled debt)

Future developments. Information about developments affecting Form W-9 (such
as legislation enacted after we release it) is at www.irs.gov/fw9.

Purpose of Form

• Form 1099-A (acquisition or abandonment of secured property)
Use Form W-9 only if you are a U.S. person (including a resident alien), to
provide your correct TIN.

An individual or entity (Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an information
return with the IRS must obtain your correct taxpayer identification number (TIN)
which may be your social security number (SSN), individual taxpayer identification
number (ITIN), adoption taxpayer identification number (ATIN), or employer
identification number (EIN), to report on an information return the amount paid to
you, or other amount reportable on an information return. Examples of information
returns include, but are not limited to, the following:

If you do not return Form W-9 to the requester with a TIN, you might be subject
to backup withholding. See What is backup withholding? on page 2.

• Form 1099-INT (interest earned or paid)

3. Claim exemption from backup withholding if you are a U.S. exempt payee. If
applicable, you are also certifying that as a U.S. person, your allocable share of
any partnership income from a U.S. trade or business is not subject to the
withholding tax on foreign partners' share of effectively connected income, and

• Form 1099-DIV (dividends, including those from stocks or mutual funds)
• Form 1099-MISC (various types of income, prizes, awards, or gross proceeds)
• Form 1099-B (stock or mutual fund sales and certain other transactions by
brokers)
• Form 1099-S (proceeds from real estate transactions)

By signing the filled-out form, you:
1. Certify that the TIN you are giving is correct (or you are waiting for a number
to be issued),
2. Certify that you are not subject to backup withholding, or

4. Certify that FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that you are
exempt from the FATCA reporting, is correct. See What is FATCA reporting? on
page 2 for further information.

• Form 1099-K (merchant card and third party network transactions)
Cat. No. 10231X

Form W-9 (Rev. 12-2014)
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Firm Description
The Gober Group represents a diverse group of high-profile clients who trust us when
their reputations are on the line. Although we are Texas-based, our national client roster
spans coast to coast and includes mid-sized to Fortune 100 companies, trade associations
and other tax-exempt organizations, candidates and elected officials, lobbyists and political
consultants, high net-worth individuals, professional athletes, and entertainers.

Our attorneys boast decades of “in-the-trenches” legal experience and elite subjectmatter expertise, helping policy-makers and influencers navigate complex legal issues and
safeguard their reputations. And, because of that expertise and breadth of experience, our
clients know they can rely on us in the field, in the office, and in the courthouse. Depending
on each unique challenge, we are there to strategize, counsel, or advocate as needed.

The Gober Group’s Ross Fischer is routinely called upon by public entities to analyze
situations where various standards of conduct – including corporate, public, and local rules
- intersect. This includes work for public entities such as VIA Metropolitan Transit Authority,
the City of El Paso, the Tarrant Regional Water District, and the City of San Antonio. Ross is
well versed in the legal and ethical aspects of economic development partnerships and quasigovernmental entities that are governed by both public and private officers. As government
increasingly partners with private companies - or form new hybrid entities – a proactive
approach to identifying and avoiding problematic legal issues will be paramount to avoiding
problems. Fortunately, the Gober Group’s attorneys are used to providing legal guidance in
situations where the stakes are high and the scrutiny intense.
Ross Fischer has served a variety of governmental entities as legal counsel since
1998, practicing public law for close to 20 years. Throughout his career, he has served the
public in multiple roles. He has been an in-house city attorney, an elected county attorney,
and a disciplinary attorney for the State Bar of Texas. He spent eight years focused
exclusively on local government law, first as an in-house city attorney and then as a contract
city attorney at a municipal law firm. He continues to serve as legal counsel for various local
governmental entities, including a metropolitan transit authority, a regional water district, a
groundwater conservation district, and a municipally owned electric company.
Ross’s experience as a public law practitioner has made him well versed in issues
facing public entities, including the Texas Open Meetings Act, the Texas Public Information
Act, procurement, personnel, and parliamentary procedure. He is also frequently called upon
to conduct internal investigations on behalf of public entities.

Ross’s practice has expanded to include significant representation of nonprofit
entities, including the incorporation of such entities, drafting of bylaws, conducting
meetings, advising on legal compliance, and interacting with both the Texas Secretary of
State and the Internal Revenue Service on behalf of nonprofit clients.

RF-0022

Additionally, Ross further served for three years on the Board of Directors of the
nation’s largest distribution electric cooperative, where he became well versed not only in
matters of corporate governance, but in legal and regulatory issues facing the electric
industry and practices in the area of public utility representation. After leaving the Board of
Directors, Ross has provided contract legal services to the cooperative.

Ross’s experience has made him familiar with the State Bar’s organizational structure.
He has served as Assistant Chief Disciplinary Counsel for the State Bar of Texas, prosecuting
grievances against attorneys across Texas. As an ethics prosecutor, he was responsible for
handling alleged ethical violations, from investigation through trial. More recently, Ross
served as the inaugural Chairman of the Legislative and Campaign Law Section of the State
Bar of Texas.
Given his experience, he is a frequent lecturer on ethics issues, having taught legal
ethics for the University of Texas System, the State Bar of Texas, the University of Texas
Continuing Legal Education, the Professional Advocacy Association of Texas, the Texas City
Attorneys Association, the Texas Municipal Courts Education Center, and the Texas District
and County Attorneys Association.
For three years, Ross served as an adjunct clinical professor of the Legislative
Lawyering Clinic at the University of Texas School of Law. In 2013, Ross co-published “The
Advent of State and Local Lobby Regulations and the Legal and Ethical Considerations for
Attorneys” in the St. Mary’s Journal on Legal Malpractice & Ethics.

While acting as a public law practitioner, Ross further developed a reputation as a
subject matter expert in the areas of Texas political campaign finance and compliance,
professional ethics, and public integrity matters. In 2005, the governor appointed Ross to the
Texas Ethics Commission where he served for five years, including as its Chairman from
December 2008 to December 2009. The Texas Ethics Commission regulates political action
committees, political campaigns, officeholders, and lobbyists in the state of Texas. The
Commission investigates and adjudicates alleged statutory violations, promulgates rules,
and issues advisory opinions interpreting relevant Texas law.
Ross is a graduate of the University of Texas School of Law and St. Edward’s
University.

RF-0023

RF-0024

RF-0025

RF-0026

RF-0027

