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January 17, 2018
Via Email ralimohammad@wongflemming.com
Mr. Rehan Alimohammad
Chair, State Bar of Texas Board of Directors
77 Sugar Creek Center Blvd., Suite 401
Sugar Land, Texas 77478
Re:

Nomination for Chair of the Board of Directors for the State Bar of Texas

Dear Chair Alimohammad:
Please accept this letter as my notice of intent to seek the position of Chair of the Board
of Directors for the State Bar of Texas for the year 2018-2019. Pursuant to Section 1.11.02 of
the State Bar Board Policy Manual, I am submitting this statement of position setting out my
views and strategies related to the issues that I believe will be of greatest significance to the
Board and State Bar.
I grew up in a small town in Southeast Texas. After undergraduate and law school, I
returned to the same small town and have been practicing law here for the past 27 years. Not
only have I always lived in a small town, but up until this year, I have always worked for small
firms. Small town/small firm life shaped my view of the practice of law and the State Bar of
Texas. Five or six years into my practice, a candidate for State Bar President came to Beaumont
and wanted to meet with some young lawyers. I recall telling him that I would certainly support
him (he was a friend of a friend), but it really did not matter much to me who became President
as I had no idea what the State Bar did or what its purpose was. I worked for a very small firm at
that time where the lawyers were not involved in the bar association on a local level, much less
on a state-wide level. Participation in anything outside the practice of law was not overly
encouraged. Outside of providing CLE, I was not aware of other benefits to being a member of
the State Bar. My ambivalence was due to a pure lack of information. I believe there are a vast
number of lawyers in Texas with the same experience.
My views have changed drastically over the past 17 years. In 2001 I became active in the
Jefferson County Bar Association, eventually serving as President. In 2004 I became active with
the State Bar, via the Litigation Council, eventually serving as Chair. I also became a Director
on the Board of TADC, where I still serve. Once I became active in both the local and State Bar,
I gained an entirely new perspective. The more involved I became, the more I learned what the
State Bar was about, the great work it does and the number of programs, benefits and resources
offered to not only its members but to our communities. However, it was not until I became a
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Director and did my first presentation on the State Bar services that I realized just how much we
do and just how much we offer.
I relate the above because while the State Bar is an organization like no other, I will
always believe we can do better and we can do more. My primary objective is to reach out to
those lawyers practicing in small towns/rural areas and in solo/small firms. Now that I have
joined a larger firm (at least larger by Beaumont standards), I now see partners encouraging the
younger lawyers to get involved. That is something I never saw with any of my prior firms and I
believe it is vital. We must reach out to and engage those in small towns/rural areas and
solo/small firms to educate them on all that is available and encourage their involvement. The
lawyers in small towns/rural areas and solo/small firms have a unique perspective on the practice
of law and they encounter problems different from those of big cities and big firms, and we, as
an organization, must listen to those perspectives and be responsive to the problems.
Part of the difficulty we encounter in reaching Texas lawyers is that many live in much
smaller towns than mine, in areas that are remote and that have no local bar association. There
are just not enough people to support it. That is the struggle we face, to reach those lawyers. We
have heard much lately about the “disenfranchised members” and those who feel the State Bar
does not do anything to benefit them. I believe this sentiment comes from a lack of knowledge
about the State Bar and benefits, programs, resources and opportunities available. It will become
a larger problem going forward as we see more and more young lawyers hanging out a shingle
and going it on their own. We must do a better job of reaching out to and educating our
members about the benefits, programs, resources and opportunities available. Doing so would
help change the perception of the State Bar, but more importantly, would serve the greater goal
of providing much needed assistance to lawyers in Texas.
We must raise awareness of all the State Bar has to offer. Social media, in this day and
age, is certainly helpful, but its usefulness can be limited. We must strive to find new ways to
reach the lawyers whom I believe need our help the most. The ability to reach our members is
key and we need to focus on more effective ways to communicate with those members in small
towns/rural areas and solo/small firms. Personal contact is of vital importance in accomplishing
this goal. While I recognize that is not an easy task, it is one we must figure out. The State Bar
has to be more approachable and make more of an effort to reach those that in the past have been
unreachable, whether through meetings, seminars, small lunches, a traveling “road show”
through the more remote areas, etc. As one of my mentors told me in my early years of trying
cases, “You never know if something is going to work until you try it. You just have to be bold
enough to do it. If it works, great. If not, chalk it up to a lesson learned, move forward and next
time, try something else.”
It would be a privilege and an honor to serve as Chair of the Board of Directors. In doing
so, I recognize the critical importance of serving not only the Board members and State Bar, but
the entire membership. We must have an open forum for voicing our views, opinions, concerns,
differences and ideas. My commitment will be to seeing that every voice is heard, as we must
begin thinking outside the box to meet the many challenges facing our profession and to
accomplish the goals of education and inclusion.

I respectfully submit this letter in support of my nomination for Chair of the Board of
Directors. Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to the opportunity to serve the
Board.
Very truly yours,

Christy Amuny

CA
cc:

Mr. G. Thomas Vick, Jr., President – Via Email tvick@vickcarneylaw.com
Mr. Joe K. Longley, President-Elect – Via Email joe@joelongley.com
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December 31, 2017
The Honorable Rehan Alimohammad
77 Sugar Creek Center Blvd.
Suite 401
Sugar Land, TX 77478
PHONE: 281-340-2074
ralimohammad@wongfleming.com
RE: Consideration for Chair of the Board for the State Bar of Texas
Dear Chair Alimohammad:
After much prayer, deliberation, and conversation with my family, I would like to be
considered as a nominee for the position of Chair of the Board for the State Bar of Texas.
To be frank, this was not an easy decision to arrive at right now in my life. I have
been blessed to be in a position where I am not only able to provide for my family, but also
serve the general public as well. This has allowed me to fulfill a desire that my parents have
bred in me since birth: Give back to a Country that has given my family and the American
people so much. As immigrants from Haiti, my parents know all to well the blessings that
come in living a democracy such as the United States of America. They also understand,
and taught us, the necessity to be ever vigilant and fight to make sure that we are able to
protect these freedoms and continue opportunities for those that follow us. This mindset led
me to becoming a lawyer and is the foundation for all the work that I do today. The Law
has given me a life that I could never have truly imagined. Therefore, I feel a necessity to
serve the Legal Profession to best of my abilities and in whatever capacities afforded to me.
As applied to the position of Chair of the Board of this distinguished organization, I
have been blessed to be mentored by numerous past Chairs and Presidents of the State Bar.
Each of them have not only taught me how to excel as a litigator in the courtroom, but also
the need for work in service to the public, and our fellow attorneys, outside of the courtroom.
Too often there is a perception, justified or not, that we are a callous vocation with little care
for those we serve or our fellow brethren. However, when this caricature is presented, I
continually offer examples of what we do as a Bar (especially this Board of Directors) in a
variety of vehicles and people are shocked by not only the amount of work we do, but the
capacities we hold in service to the citizens of this State. My goal is to not only expand this
understanding by having “Pop-up visits” with the general public through Local Bar

Associations across the State (especially with those in underrepresented communities), but
also working to engage more fervently with our fellow lawyers across State, especially those
in the more rural areas that often times feel left out in the conversations and dynamics of
the Bar. As someone who grew up in a small Texas town, I know all too well how it feels
when it appears that rural people are left out from “big city folk” conversations. The
dynamics in rural areas of Texas are often times very different from that of urban areas.
However, one link that I see we share no matter the place we live is an idea of service to our
clients and in support of the Path of the Law. No matter our regional location, each of us
understands the unique place in society that we operate in as being both officers of the Court
and defenders of an often skeptical public. It is my desire to better leverage existing in
person and electronic means to reach these individuals and make their concerns and desires
better heard. It is simply amazing how dynamics change when a person believes he or she
is being heard. It’s even more outstanding what happens when more ideas and concepts are
brought to the table.
I believe that I possess a broad and unique perspective from the various opportunities
and positions that I have been afforded in my life that will help me serve each of you well.
Which I believe is a vital, and frankly understated part of the position: I work for each of
you. Yes, my primary job will be to run our meetings in as efficient a fashion as possible.
Also though, it is to help advocate each of your ideas and goals which will shape the future
of this Bar and its member attorneys. My job is to be responsive and supportive of your
endeavors. In doing so, it will be key to have someone who not only has a great rapport with
the State Bar staff, but also available to meet with them on a regular basis. Knowing the
staff quite well from my days as President of the Austin Black Lawyers Association, an
alum of LeadershipSBOT, and as a director on the Board of Directors of TYLA is an asset
for each of you. As is working down the street from the State Bar offices. Any issues or
concerns that you believe need to be addressed, I can do for you.
It has been a privilege to serve with each of you on this amazing Governing Body.
Seeing the work and dedication that you have to Our Profession has been humbling to say
the least and a testament to the Law that we love so dearly. It makes me proud to be lawyer
and more importantly, proud to be a member of the State Bar of Texas.
With best personal regards, I am
Very truly yours,
/s/ Rudolph K. Metayer
Rudolph K. Metayer
RKM
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