Access to Jus ce in Texas

Helping the most vulnerable Texans helps all Texans
Legal aid programs funded by the Texas Access to Jus ce Founda on closed
more than 104,000 cases and assisted nearly 220,000 Texans in 2012 in ma ers
dealing with family law, consumer issues, housing rights, and veterans benefits.
A single person working full‐ me at minimum wage in Texas does not qualify for
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legal aid. To qualify for legal aid, a person must not earn more than $14,363
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per year. A family of four must not earn more than $29,438 per year.
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Texas lawyers provide approximately 2.5 million hours — or $500 million — in free

TEXANS

or indirect legal services to the poor annually. A orneys have contributed millions
of dollars in private dona ons.
Through a tremendous show of bipar san support and the outstanding eﬀorts of the
Supreme Court of Texas, the 83rd Texas Legislature appropriated $17.6 million for
civil legal aid for the biennium. In addi on, HB 1445, the “Chief Jus ce Jack Pope
Act,” will eventually increase the funds dedicated to legal aid for indigent Texans

T e x a s A c c es s t o

from civil penal es and civil res tu on recovered by the Texas A orney General.

J u s t ic e C o mm i s s i o n

“A society that denies access to the courts for
the least among us denigrates the law for us all.”
— Excerpt from a le er from Texas Supreme Court
Chief Jus ce Wallace B. Jeﬀerson and Jus ce Nathan L. Hecht
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J u s t ic e F o u n d a t i o n

Legal Needs Increase, Funding Declines
www.TexasATJ.org
P.O. Box 12487
Austin, TX 78711
800-204-2222, ext. 1855
Created by the Supreme
Court of Texas in 2001 to
coordinate legal aid
services for poor Texans,
the Commission is
charged with increasing

More than 5.7 million Texans currently qualify for legal aid. Legal aid organiza ons

resources for legal aid

help more than 100,000 low‐income Texas families each year. However, due to a

and developing policy

lack of resources only about 20 to 25 % of the civil legal needs of disadvantaged

initiatives to increase
access to the legal

Texans are being met.

system for Texas’ most
vulnerable residents.

A primary source of funding for legal aid — Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts
(IOLTA) — has declined drama cally during this period of historically low interest
rates. IOLTA revenue has plummeted from $20 million in 2007 to almost $4.4
million in 2012 – a decline of more than 75 percent.
www.teajf.org
P.O. Box 12886

Addi onally, the three largest legal aid providers in Texas, funded by the Legal
Services Corpora on (LSC), lost an annualized $6.1 million beginning in 2012. The
federally funded LSC provides more than a

Austin, TX 78711
512-320-0099

third of Texas’ funding for legal aid to assist

Created by the Supreme

families in neighborhood‐based clinics and

Court of Texas in 1984,

rural communi es.

the Texas Access to
Justice Foundation is the
largest state-based

The Texas Access to Jus ce Commission and

funder of civil legal aid in

Texas Access to Jus ce Founda on work

Texas. The Foundation is
committed to the vision

closely with the Supreme Court of Texas,
State Bar of Texas, Texas Legislature, Texas

that all Texans have
access to the justice
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system, regardless of
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their income. Since its

providers as they help struggling Texas

inception, the Foundation
has granted more than

families in need of legal assistance.

$350 million to Texas
legal aid organizations.
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