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ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION
John Allen Chalk, Sr., Chair
The Alternative Dispute Resolution
Section started its 2009–2010 bar year
with its annual membership meeting,
CLE, and first council meeting at the
State Bar Annual Meeting in Dallas. All
of our council members have participated in our quarterly council meetings
and have devoted additional time
throughout this bar year to other section
projects.
The section stayed busy this bar year
with interesting projects. We got our
newsletter, Alternative Resolutions, published and disseminated electronically
for the first time. We welcomed new coeditors of our newsletter, Wendy Trachte-Huber and Stephen Huber, and
introduced them to our section. Our
newsletter continues to build on past
successes under the committed direction
of our new co-editors.
Bill Lemons, a former chair of the
section, led the committee that planned
and presented our annual CLE, co-sponsored with the State Bar, in San Antonio
in January 2010. The section planned
and presented three “Arbitration Roundtables” in Fort Worth, Austin, and Houston this year, with eight case studies
presented by eight discussion leaders at
each of these roundtables. We received
rave reviews from those who participated in these highly interactive sessions
attended by arbitrators and advocates.
The section also developed an “Arbitration White Paper” that was made
available to members of the Texas Legislature during the 2009 legislative deliberations about possible amendments to
the Texas General Arbitration Act. Members of the section have also given testimony during this legislative off year to
the Texas House Judiciary and Jurisprudence Committee, chaired by Rep. Todd
Hunter, regarding arbitration in Texas.

✪✪✪

www.texasbar.com/tbj

AMERICAN INDIAN LAW
Gaines West, Chair
The American Indian Law Section
prepared for its bi-annual Indian Law
Conference in January 2011. Membership involvement in the section was the
emphasis for 2010, along with reviewing
developing issues on sovereignty and
tribal justice.
Associate Justice of the Cherokee
Nation Supreme Court Troy Wayne
Poteete presented issues involving tribal
justice during the Annual Meeting in Fort
Worth. Section Chair Gaines West presented a review of ethical issues, including a review of the Texas Disciplinary
Rules of Professional Conduct and how
they impact minority lawyers, as well as
the representation of minority interests
in Texas with special emphasis on Texas
Disciplinary Rule of Professional Conduct 5.08 and its implications for
lawyers. The American Indian Law Section continues to grow its membership
by adding paralegal and non-lawyer
members who have a special interest in
American Indian law. During the year,
the section was involved in community
outreach by helping sponsor American
Indian dancers and an American Indian
drum group in middle schools and spoke
at these events concerning American
Indian law interests in our state.

✪✪✪
ANIMAL LAW
Yolanda Eisenstein, Chair
The Animal Law Section held its
annual conference, the 2010 Animal
Law Institute, on May 21 at the Menger
Hotel in San Antonio. Topics ranged
from the largest animal seizure in history
to animal advocacy in Asia. The conference is the section’s signature event and
continues to grow and attract prominent
national and local speakers in the field of
animal law.
The section’s legislative committee is
working on legislation for the 2011 Texas
Legislative Session. The committee is

looking at a number of potential animalrelated bills.
The Animal Law Reporter is the section’s newsletter, which is published
twice a year. The section also maintains
a website, www.animallawsection.org,
and hosts a list serve for members to
exchange ideas and information on animal law.
In addition to their work for the Animal Law Section, the officers and council
members actively contribute to the field
of animal law in a number of ways. Amy
Bures Danna, Yolanda Eisenstein, Don
Feare, and Susan Hightower are all
adjunct law school professors who teach
animal law. Feare was one of the attorneys on the Arlington seizure of 27,000
exotic animals, the largest in the United
States to date. Eisenstein is currently writing a book, Careers in Animal Law, to be
published by the American Bar Association Law Practice Management Section.
The Animal Law Section presented
two animal law CLE programs at the
State Bar Annual Meeting in Fort Worth
and is also planning several CLE programs for the coming year.

✪✪✪
APPELLATE LAW
Marcy Hogan Greer, Chair
The section introduced its first electronic newsletter, The Appellate Advocate. By going paperless, we will be
saving 640,000 pages of paper copy
each year, which translates into saving
trees and otherwise reducing our carbon
footprint. The new format has been a
huge success; it affords us the ability to
hyperlink to the cited sources, and it is
searchable, more accessible, and delivered instantaneously.
We are pressing forward with our pro
bono initiatives, and the Fort Worth,
Dallas, and San Antonio Courts of
Appeals are joining our ranks. Our existing programs have already matched
dozens of pro se litigants with volunteer
appellate lawyers, including 14 in the
Texas Supreme Court pilot alone.
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Our section continues to be a leader
in producing high-quality, relevant CLE
programs, and we plan to take full
advantage of the new CLE programming
options to expand free or low-cost
options that are relevant to the litigation/appellate practice. In addition, our
section vice chair, Scott Rothenberg, has
been appointed to the MCLE Committee. Our section’s Appellate Law 101
and Advanced Course will be held in
Austin on Sept. 1–3.
We had a big presence at this year’s
State Bar Annual Meeting in Fort Worth.
Our section sponsored a speech by Professor David Dow, of the University of
Houston Law Center, a panel for “hot
topics” in the law, and a reception, cohosted with the Tarrant County Bar Association Appellate Section.
For more information on the Section,
visit www.tex-app.org.

Locke, Lord, Bissell & Liddell, L.L.P. and
former staff secretary, deputy chief of
staff, and counsel to President George
W. Bush from 2001–2007. The conference also featured a diverse group of
speakers from law firms, the government, and the news industry. The panelists discussed a wide range of issues
including the struggle between individual and national interests and the rise
of social media. At the conference, the
section also presented James C. Ho,
solicitor general of Texas, with the
section’s Justice David Wellington Chew
award.
The section also worked on increasing communication with members and
recruiting initiatives by utilizing social
media sites, sending monthly electronic
newsletters, and redesigning its website
(www.texasapis.org).

conducted a training program for incoming law clerks for bankruptcy judges. The
section’s Young Bankruptcy Lawyers
Committee expanded and made significant contributions to the section’s
newsletter and new section seal.
The section’s newsletter continued as
a professional level publication and provided multiple educational articles,
announcements, and other materials to
its members. The section is upgrading its
website, which includes a calendar of
events (www.texasbar.com/bankruptcy).
The section also coordinated and
assisted with multiple bankruptcy seminars across the State as well as abroad. In
June 2010, the section’s annual meeting
was held in conjunction with a combined Advanced Bankruptcy/Advanced
Consumer Bankruptcy Conference with
the State Bar.

✪✪✪

✪✪✪

✪✪✪
ASIAN-PACIFIC INTEREST
Cindy Lin, Chair
The Asian Pacific Interest Section
increased networking and business
development opportunities by organizing networking events throughout the
state in conjunction with statewide conferences. The section also continued to
build relationships with local Asian Pacific American bar associations and law student associations through its Second
Annual Leadership Summit, held on
April 16, and initiatives such as the
intrastate mentorship and referral program. In addition, the section sponsored
law student career panels in different
cities and outreach and legal education
trainings for the 2010 Census.
On April 16–17, the section hosted
its Fourteenth Annual Conference and
Retreat in Austin, entitled “2010: Revitalization and Resolution.” This conference is the only statewide networking
event for attorneys and law students
interested in Asian Pacific American
issues. The conference featured keynote
speaker Harriet Miers, a partner in
576 Texas Bar Journal • July 2010

BANKRUPTCY LAW

BUSINESS LAW

H. Christopher Mott, Chair
The Bankruptcy Law Section’s programs reached many groups inside and
outside Texas, including law school and
high school students, law clerks, restructuring professionals, and young bankruptcy lawyers.
For example, high school students
were introduced to personal financial
management through the section’s
MoneyWise Program. Funding was
obtained to expand this financial management program to adults and for an
upgrade of the MoneyWise website
(www.savewisely.com) is underway.
This year, 13 teams from seven law
schools participated in the section’s
annual Elliott Cup Bankruptcy Moot
Court Competition at the Fifth Circuit in
New Orleans, La. Teams from Mississippi
College School of Law and the University of Texas School of Law won the section’s competition, with the University of
Texas ultimately winning the National
Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition.
The section became active in the State
Bar pro bono initiative. The section also

Roger A. Bartlett, Chair
The Business Law Section offered for
the first time a two-day course, “Essentials of Business Law,” in conjunction
with TexasBarCLE. We expect to continue offering it each year. In addition, the
section sponsored the two-day seventh
annual Advanced Business Law Course
in October in conjunction with TexasBarCLE and a day and a half of CLE with the
Corporate Counsel Section at last year’s
Annual Meeting. The section also cosponsored or otherwise arranged for section member discounts for programs on
securities, choice of entity, LLCs and
partnerships, and other topics with TexasBarCLE and the University of Texas
School of Law. Typically the discount
available to section members at a single
course have equaled or exceeded a
year’s section dues.
Several committees of the section are
working on potential legislation for the
2011 Texas legislative session. Areas of
the law already under review include the
Business Organizations Code and Chapter 2 of the Texas Business and Comwww.texasbar.com
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merce Code, and other areas may be
added as the session nears. As with prior
sessions, the section will monitor legislative activities in areas of interest to our
members. In addition, the section has
been able to directly affect work by the
uniform laws commissioners at the
national level to improve the provisions
of Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial
Code.

collaborative law, this year the Uniform
Law Commission approved the Uniform
Collaborative Law Act. The approval and
formation of the new State Bar Collaborative Law Section marks another exciting milestone in the practice of
collaborative law.
Initial plans of the section include
creation of a website and a Facebook
page.

✪✪✪

✪✪✪

COLLABORATIVE LAW

COMPUTER AND TECHNOLOGY

Kevin Fuller, Interim Chair
Thanks to the vision and efforts of
Harry Tindall and the board of the Collaborative Law Institute of Texas, the
State Bar now has a Collaborative Law
Section. Approved unanimously by the
State Bar Board on April 16, 2010, the
Collaborative Law Section seeks to
provide a forum for lawyers specializing
in and practicing collaborative law.
The Collaborative Law Section held its
first organizational meeting on June
11, 2010, in Fort Worth at the State
Bar Annual Meeting to elect its initial
officers.
Initially the primary focus of the new
section will be to educate both attorneys
and the public about the collaborative
process. In addition, the section plans to
focus its energy on the exchange of
ideas, promotion of a better understanding of collaborative law and the benefits
it offers to lawyers’ clients, compliance
with ethics, and promotion of further
study and specialization in collaborative
law.
This year marks great milestones for
collaborative law. The practice of collaborative law in Texas was launched 10
years ago, when John McShane and
Larry Hance helped arrange the first formal collaborative law training held in
Texas. Only a year later, in 2001, Texas
became the first state in the nation to
pass a collaborative law statute thereby
recognizing collaborative law as means
for resolution to family law legal disputes. Further marking the advance of

Josiah Q. Hamilton, Chair
The State Bar Computer and Technology Section has been busy updating
its technology this year. We reinvented
our website and are currently testing a
new version that will allow for direct
authenticated participation by section
members, as well as host the knowledge
base of technology tips and best practices that we have built up over the
years.
Additionally, we’re working on an
iPhone application that will be available
to section members, to be followed by a
port for Android phones. To wrap up the
2009–10 Bar year, we prepared for two
fast-paced presentations for the State Bar
Annual Meeting, involving a number of
presenters and many technology topics.

www.texasbar.com/tbj

✪✪✪
CONSTRUCTION LAW
Richard W. Wiseman, Chair
The section added more than 275
new members this year. Many new and
current members attended the section’s
23rd Annual Construction Law Conference on Feb. 25–26 in San Antonio,
making it one of the highest attended
annual conferences yet. The section’s
other signature CLE event, the Basic
Course in Texas Construction Law, was
held Oct. 22–23 in Austin, and the
2010 Basic Course is planned for Houston this fall. The section’s Construction
Law Journal continues to publish articles
on various Texas construction law topics

keeping its members up-to-date on the
latest developments in the field.
Many of the section’s CLE offerings are
also available via on-demand CLE webcasts for MCLE credit. Section members
and non-members alike may purchase and
view educational webcasts on construction
issues 24/7 by browsing the online webcast
library found via the section’s website
(www.constructionlawsection.org). In our
webcast portal, you will find webcasts
from past annual conferences along with
joint CLE sessions and seminars conducted with the Insurance Law Section.
The section, through the overwhelming support of section members, was
again able to make substantial charitable
donations to the Texas Access to Justice
Foundation and the University of Texas
School of Law Center for Public Policy
Dispute Resolution. On the higher education front, the section provided scholarship funds to construction management
and construction sciences students at UT
and Texas A&M University and to the
high-grade student in a constructionrelated class at Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law.

✪✪✪
CORPORATE COUNSEL
Todd H. Silberman, Chair
The section sponsored several successful seminars available free or discounted for section members, including
a seminar co-sponsored with the Business Law Section that was presented at
the 2009 State Bar Annual Meeting in
Dallas; the 8th annual Advanced InHouse Counsel Course co-sponsored
with the State Bar and the Business Law
Section that was held in July 2009; the
32nd Annual Corporate Counsel Institute co-sponsored with the University of
Texas School of Law held in Dallas and
Houston in April; and a seminar cosponsored with the Business Law Section, which was presented at the 2010
State Bar Annual Meeting in Fort Worth.
The section upgraded and updated its
website, www.txcorp.org, which includes
Vol. 73, No. 7 • Texas Bar Journal 577
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information of general interest, a library
of articles, and information on statewide
pro bono opportunities. We have continued our publication of the bi-annual
Corporate Counsel Review, a scholarly
and practical publication, in conjunction
with South Texas College of Law. In a
continuing effort to keep you informed
of developments, we also published the
section newsletter.
As pro bono organizations suffered
from economic decline, the section provided $30,000 in grants to pro bono
organizations in 2010. We continue our
involvement in supporting pro bono initiatives of the State Bar through participation in the Texas Supreme Court Task
Force to Expand Legal Services Delivery
and the Corporate Counsel Committee of
the Texas Access to Justice Commission.
Finally, to free additional funds for
pro bono initiatives, the Council was
able to significantly reduce spending this
year.

posed legislation at the state and federal
levels that may affect the entertainment
and sports law practice areas. In the
upcoming year, we hope to boost TESLAW’s website, journal, and social networking activities even further.
TESLAW members also received free
CLE programs in connection with the
section’s annual meeting, which included detailed discussions of copyright
issues, the latest in publishing developments, and the day to day business
of a Major League Baseball in-house
attorney.
This year’s Entertainment Law Institute, was a success, and our 20th Entertainment Law Institute is in the works for
Oct. 7–8 at the Radisson Hotel in Austin.
The Entertainment Law Institute features
nationally known experts speaking in
multiple tracks on topics including copyrights and film, music, sports, and digital
media.

will promote “best practices” in environmentally proactive approaches to inhouse, government, and private law firm
management.
Our Judicial Interviews Project will
provide our membership with the
opportunity to observe interviews of the
Texas Supreme Court and Austin Court
of Appeals’ chief justices, the Travis
County District Court’s presiding judge,
three State Office of Administrative
Hearings administrative law judges, and
a Groundwater Conservation District
Hearings examiner. These interviews,
conducted by Baylor Law School Professor Ron Beal, focus on administrative
procedure and appeals, which relate
specifically to trying contested environmental cases. CLE credit of up to
approximately 10 hours will be made
available to the section’s membership at
no cost for observing these recorded
interviews.

✪✪✪

✪✪✪

✪✪✪
ENTERTAINMENT
AND SPORTS LAW
D’Lesli M. Davis, Chair
The section had a big year, thanks to
its very active members and council.
Each year, section council members give
their time and effort to provide valuable
resources and assistance for the legal
practices of entertainment and sports
attorneys all over the state.
This year, the Texas Entertainment
and Sports Law Journal, published in
conjunction with the South Texas College of Law, went electronic. The Journal
is published twice per year and includes
numerous articles with insights for entertainment and sports law practitioners.
Archived Journal issues and other
resources are available through the TESLAW website, www.TESLAW.org. TESLAW membership also entitles members
to use the TESLAW list serve (eandslawsection@yahoogroups.com).
TESLAW
Council Legislative Committee members
also actively follow and report on pro578 Texas Bar Journal • July 2010

ENVIRONMENTAL
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Michael A. Gershon, Chair
We awarded scholarships to the
highest-ranking students in the introductory environmental law courses at each
of Texas’ nine law schools, and funded
law clerkships at several Texas agencies.
The section is committed to pro
bono and bar association outreach. We
are proud to have funded air-quality
programming last year, and this year’s
H2O4TX (“Water for Texas”). Officers of
our section continue to serve as advisory
board members and support the efforts
of the Environmental Law Clinic at the
University of Texas School of Law.
This year, the Section undertook
three new projects of particular note:
(1) the Green Star Program;
(2) the Judicial Interviews Project; and
(3) publication of the water law treatise, Essentials of Texas Water
Resources.
Our Sustainability Task Force intends
to unveil its Green Star Program, which

FAMILY LAW
Hon. Doug Woodburn, Chair
This year marks the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the section, so a gala
celebration to commemorate this event
is being planned for the Annual
Advanced Family Law Course in San
Antonio for Aug. 9–13. Interviews of
many early pioneers in Texas family law
will be shown at the Course. With nearly
5,000 members, the section is among
the largest sections in the State Bar and is
at the forefront of services and benefits
to its members. The section’s Legislative
Committee worked diligently with members of the Texas Family Law Foundation
to advance our legislation and to keep
poor legislation affecting family law from
becoming law. The complete package of
legislative initiatives will be available
online to members in the Section Report.
The Section Report also has direct links
to statutes and case law made possible
by ThomsonReuters West. Members of
the section will notice that the look of
the Section Report has been updated,
www.texasbar.com
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and our website (www.sbotfam.org) has
been revamped. Also available online
are the many publications produced by
the section, including the Family Law
Practice Manual, new videos for client
preparation before a temporary hearing
and before a deposition, attorney checklists, and client handbooks to be distributed to new and prospective clients. The
Pro Bono Committee continues to provide free, high-quality CLE as a recruiting
tool for legal service providers across the
state, especially in underserved locales.
All in all, this has been a productive year
for the section.

✪✪✪
GENERAL PRACTICE,
SOLO, AND SMALL FIRM
Roy B. Ferguson, Chair
The section worked tirelessly to protect the interests of solos and small law
firms, which make up more than 60 percent of all Texas lawyers. As a “large section” of the State Bar, we have the ability
to speak in a collective voice for the
more than 2,000 section members. This
year:
• The section’s council was actively
involved in promoting the rejection
of mandatory disclosure of malpractice insurance for Texas
lawyers.
• We remain involved in the review
of proposed changes to the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct. Watch our website
(www.gpsolo.com) for updates on
this issue.
• The council instituted a program to
educate law students before they
graduate on how to make a living
as a sole practitioner.
• We presented more than 10 hours
of live CLE at discount prices for
our members.
• The General Practice Institute in
Waco this year was once again a
great success. Superior speakers on
timely topics resulted in an outstanding turnout. We look forward
www.texasbar.com/tbj

to seeing more of you at the GPI in
April 2011!
As always, we welcome your input
on all matters of interest to our section. If
you have an issue that you feel the section should weigh in on, visit our website
and contact any of the listed council
members with your thoughts, concerns,
and ideas.

✪✪✪
GOVERNMENT LAWYERS
Judy Speer-Gamino, Chair
This has been a very productive year
for the Government Lawyers Section.
Our membership and member services
continue to expand, while our annual
dues remain only $10. The discounts
provided to members for CLE events
make membership in our section both a
tremendous benefit as well as a bargain.
We completely revamped our website, and additional content is continually being added in order to enhance the
scope of resources being provided to our
members. The section will host its first
webcast CLE presentation and plans are
underway for additional webcast CLE
designed to meet the needs of members
in smaller and more remote areas. The
section will present an annual award
beginning in 2011. The section continues to produce an electronic newsletter
that features articles on a wide range of
topics.
We continue to co-sponsor the annual
Suing and Defending Governmental
Entities Seminar and sponsor a companion one-day seminar (formerly Boot
Camp — now Suing and Defending
101). These events feature subject matter experts and “cutting edge” topics and
are being held in San Antonio at the
Marriott Riverwalk Hotel.
The Government Lawyers Section was
again very active at the State Bar Annual
Meeting by co-sponsoring the Open
Government Seminar and by sponsoring
a presentation on the proposed new disciplinary rules.

The section continues to expand its
efforts in the areas of mentoring, pro
bono opportunities for government
lawyers, and collaboration with other
sections.

✪✪✪
HEALTH LAW
Rosemaria Levinsky, Chair
The Health Law Section held its
annual Health Law Conference on Oct.
12–13, 2009, in Austin, drawing a
record number of participants. As part of
its Outreach Program and its continued
efforts to promote health law, the section
awarded 10 student scholarships to law
students from five law schools who
expressed an interest in health law to
attend the annual health law conference. The upcoming 2010 Texas Health
Law Conference will be held Oct. 11–12
at the AT&T Executive Education and
Conference Center in Austin.
The section presented a health law
legislative update CLE program at the
2009 State Bar Annual Meeting. This
year, the section presented a CLE program on June 11 entitled “Health Care
Reform — What’s Next?” by Susan Feigin Harris of Baker & Hostetler, L.L.P.
The section continues to develop its
Outreach Program, and, to that end, is
working in conjunction with the State
Bar and other sections to offer free
membership to new law school graduates. In addition, refinement efforts continue with the section’s website
(www.texhealthlaw.org), which was
updated last year with the goal of
becoming more user friendly.
Given the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010
and the Health Care and Education
Affordability Reconciliation Act of 2010
in March of this year, the section anticipates continued activity and educational
efforts.

✪✪✪
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IMMIGRATION AND
NATIONALITY LAW
Charles C. Foster, Chair
The Immigration and Nationality
Law Section, being organized only a year
ago, held its first meeting at the State
Bar’s Annual Meeting in Dallas on June
25 and presented a program on the
prospects of comprehensive immigration
reform legislation. The meeting was well
attended, and our membership grew to
nearly 500 members in 2010.
This year, the Section has co-sponsored a CLE program with the State Bar
held in several locations statewide, and
many of our members have been active
in volunteering their services to assist
Haitian nationals apply for immigration
benefits after this year’s tragic earthquake. We are actively working to get
our section website up and running, and
we hope to add this as a valuable
resource to our members by the end of
2010.
The section again held its annual
Section Meeting and CLE seminar during
the State Bar Annual Meeting in Fort
Worth on June 11. Three hours of CLE
was included and section members
covered immigration issues impacting
family practitioners, criminal lawyers,
and corporate business lawyers with
respect to foreign nationals and immigrant investors. Effective June 11, Gordon Quan of Houston is chair of the
Immigration and Nationality Section,
pursuant to the provisions of our section
bylaws.

✪✪✪
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Eliot D. Shavin, Chair
The Individual Rights and Responsibilities Section had another successful
year in 2009–10. We continue to provide the Texas Journal on Civil Liberties
and Civil Rights to our section members.
The Journal publishes cutting-edge articles at the intersection of law, politics,
580 Texas Bar Journal • July 2010

and society — written by judges,
lawyers, professors, and students from
the University of Texas at Austin.
This year the IRR Section launched a
website and will continue to add interesting content and legal resources over
time.
We were the co-sponsors of the very
successful Bill of Rights Course, which
was held live on May 28 at the Texas
Law Center in Austin — and simultaneously made available for remote viewing
via live webcast. The highlight of the
course was the presentation of the
IRR Section’s Wiseman Award to Sarah
Weddington, who was present to accept
the honor and interact with course
attendees.
The section was also an active participant in the 2010 State Bar of Texas
Annual Meeting and provided a full
afternoon of excellent CLE in the areas
of constitutional law and individual
rights.

✪✪✪
INSURANCE LAW
Beth D. Bradley, Chair
The Insurance Law Section enjoyed
another active year and expansion of
member services. The section co-sponsored several successful CLE programs,
including the Advanced Insurance Law
Course with TexasBarCLE, on April 8–9,
and the 14th annual Insurance Law
Institute with the University of Texas
School of Law, on Oct. 15–16, 2009. In
addition, the section offered teleconference CLE’s on significant cases and section members participated in webcasts
with the State Bar.
As there were a number of significant
developments in insurance law, the
“Right Off the Press” weekly email
updates on new cases continued to be a
valuable resource and to complement the
Journal of Texas Insurance Law. The Section ListServe, which was launched last
year, has become an active sounding
board and forum for debate on hot topics
and unresolved issues.

The section also expanded its Ben
Love Memorial Scholarship, and honored
three outstanding insurance law students
from Southern Methodist University’s
Dedman School of Law at the State Bar
Annual Meeting in June.
In addition, as the pattern jury charge
committee is reviewing the addition of
insurance law issues, the section is actively participating in collecting example
charges and providing input to the Pattern
Jury Charges committee.
A special thanks to all of the council
members for their dedication and hard
work, and to all the Section members
who willingly provided ideas, input, and
feedback.

✪✪✪
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Craig M. Lundell, Chair
This year’s main activities have been
three outstanding CLE activities. In
March, the section held the 23rd annual
Intellectual Property Law Course in
Austin. Attendance was up this year,
hopefully indicating an upturn in our
practices. The CLE program at the 2009
State Bar Annual Meeting in Dallas also
was well attended as some presentations
had attendees standing three deep in the
door because there were no more seats
in the meeting room. The Advanced
Patent Litigation Course in Lake Tahoe in
July provided an excellent program. This
popular course will be moving to Texas
later this year.
The section continued to sponsor the
Texas Intellectual Property Law Journal,
which is prepared at the University of
Texas School of Law.
During our annual meeting, the section presented an Inventor’s Recognition
Award, a Chair Award to a dedicated
section member, diversity scholarships,
and student awards for an IP Law Writing Contest.

✪✪✪
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INTERNATIONAL LAW

JUDICIAL

Stephen D. Davis, Chair
This year, the council studied ways to
streamline the International Law Section’s activities and increase member
participation, including website updating, transitioning website responsibility
to the State Bar, and utilizing the services of the State Bar for accounting and
other administrative tasks. Committees
were active in areas such as membership, outreach to other international
organizations, in-house lawyer outreach,
and law student outreach. The section
sponsored a November reception for
Ecuadorian judges as part of an American Bar Association rule of law initiative.
Highlights of the 22nd Annual International Law Institute in March included
panels of general counsels and consul
generals and presentations by experienced lawyers ranging from corporate
compliance to project development and
international arbitration, yielding 10
hours of CLE and 3.5 ethics hours.
Our law student outreach effort reached
law schools around the state. The current chair and three past chairs of the
section sit on the Texas Supreme Court
International Law Task Force, which has
met twice with Chief Justice Wallace
Jefferson.
The council also focused on the
future of the section and ways in which
it can be more beneficial to its members,
such as additional CLE and a potential
specialization in international law. Fundamentally, the council feels the section
should reach out more to members and
provide greater opportunities for their
involvement, e.g., by a larger committee
structure.
The International Law Section welcomes all members, both current and
new, and looks forward to your greater
involvement. To contact us, please visit
www.ilstexas.org.

Hon. David D. Garcia, Chair
The Judicial Section has fully completed the transfer of all its administrative responsibilities to the State Bar. As
many are aware, this transfer of duties
has resulted in a significant cost-savings
for the section.
We have also been very busy trying
to clarify Texas Ethics Opinion 484 as it
relates to the judiciary. Members have
served as a resource to provide the Legislature with insight regarding the chilling
effect this opinion has had on judges
seeking to obtain their mandated judicial
education and in the performance of the
extra-judicial responsibilities. With the
assistance of the State Bar Board, the
section has also requested the Texas
Ethics Commission to clarify their opinions through a formal written request
regarding the uniqueness of the statutes
as they relate to the judiciary.
The Judicial Section arranged for several current and former members of the
state’s judiciary to address the Judicial
Compensation Commission regarding
how judicial pay has affected their
career decisions. The Judicial Compensation Commission, under the law, is
required to submit a report to the Legislature by Dec. 1. We anticipate that the
Commission’s report will provide very
favorable recommendations relating to
judicial compensation and are optimistic
that the Legislature will follow some, if
not all, of its recommendations.
Our Judicial Legislative Committees
continue to work to develop legislation
to assist in the areas of judicial compensation, court re-organization, and judicial education.

✪✪✪
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Juvenile Law Institute in Dallas in February 2010, attended by approximately
350 practitioners. A new format resulted
in speaker papers and presentations
being offered on CD, reducing costs considerably. The 9th annual Nuts and Bolts
of Juvenile Law conference was held in
Austin in August 2009. It was co-sponsored by the Texas Juvenile Probation
Commission and attended by nearly 200
lawyers, judges, and juvenile probation
officers.
Thanks to our section members, we
continue to financially support several
TYC students who rely on financial aid to
achieve a college education. Our scholarships are funded primarily from donations received during the silent auction
at our annual conference. This year’s
auction raised more than $6,600.
We’ll begin distributing the section’s
quarterly newsletter electronically this
year. The new format is estimated to
save $8,000 to $10,000 annually in
printing and mailing costs. These cost
savings will allow us to continue to enjoy
high quality, cost-effective legal education programs.
The
section’s
website
(www.juvenilelaw.org) was recently
redesigned and updated thanks to the
State Bar’s Sections Department. This
collaboration resulted in a sharp new
look, while still providing useful links to
juvenile-related case law and summaries.
We are always looking for new Section members. If you’re interested, mark
your calendar for Feb. 21–23, 2011, to
attend the next Robert O. Dawson Juvenile Law Institute in Corpus Christi.

✪✪✪
✪✪✪
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
JUVENILE LAW
Chris Hübner, Chair
The section works to provide the
best possible education programs in the
area of juvenile law. Accomplishments
during the previous year included hosting the 23rd annual Robert O. Dawson

Katherine L. Butler, Chair
The Labor and Employment Law
Section’s goals this year were to continue
producing fine CLE programs and case
law updates for our members, expand
our jury charge database, and fund pro
bono efforts to help the broader comVol. 73, No. 7 • Texas Bar Journal 581
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munity address employment issues. With
the help of many people, we were able
to accomplish these goals.
The section’s premier CLE event was
its 20th annual Employment Law Update
held Oct. 23–24. Our featured speaker
was U.S. District Judge Xavier Rodriguez.
The section was also heavily involved in
planning and providing speakers for the
State Bar Advanced Labor and Employment Law Course in Dallas held Jan.
14–15.
The section continued to publish the
Labor and Employment Law Newsletter
under the able and dedicated leadership
of South Texas College of Law Professor
Richard Carlson. The newsletter can be
found at www.laborlaw.org.
The section’s jury charge database
grew with dozens of jury charges now
available on our website for cases running the gamut from employment discrimination to employment tort and
contract claims.
The section contributed to pro bono
efforts this year by funding two $4,000
grants to nonprofit organizations and
three $4,000 summer internships for students to provide employment law assistance to nonprofit organizations.
The entire council deserves commendation for their efforts to keep this
section vibrant.

✪✪✪
LITIGATION
Fred Bowers, Chair
The Litigation Section continued its
commitment to membership benefits,
supporting equal access to the justice
system, promoting excellence in our
profession, and being more relevant.
Membership benefits include The Advocate, a premier quarterly publication
in a theme-based format, which garners
wide acclaim. News for the Bar, the
section’s online newsletter distributed
four times a year, provides a useful
summary of updates in numerous
aspects of litigation. Our website
(www.litigationsection.com) links our
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members to the section’s projects and
activities and other resources.
The section expanded its pro bono
efforts by funding eight individual
$4,000 summer legal internships. In
addition, four scholarships were given to
attendees from selected organizations
for the Litigation Update. The grants
committee awarded $26,000 to eight
qualified organizations across the state.
Other projects and activities promoted excellence in our profession. Our
mentoring program participated in mentoring events at eight of the nine law
schools in Texas. On March 2, the section sponsored an ethics symposium at
the Baylor School of Law. The Texas Legends project was implemented this year
and resulted in five recorded presentations at select law schools by some of
Texas’ most recognized legal legends.
Efforts are underway to post edited versions on our website.
The 26th annual Litigation Update
Institute, held in Austin on Jan. 21–22,
was another success. At this event, the
third annual Luke Soules Award was presented to Dicky Grigg. The section also
sponsored and co-sponsored numerous
events and speakers for the 2010 Annual Meeting in Fort Worth.

✪✪✪
MILITARY LAW
Randall L. Fluke, Chair
Military Law Section members
include former and current active duty
and reserve judge advocates of all
branches of the military as well as civilian lawyers who have an interest in serving clients with issues unique to the
military.
The Belo Mansion in Dallas was the
site of our Annual Meeting in June 2009.
Two officers were honored with the Section’s annual awards: the Colonel Ted E.
Bailey, Jr. Award for an Outstanding
Reserve Component Judge Advocate in
Texas was presented to the Texas Air
National Guard’s Major Sonya Batchelor
and the Colonel Tom Krauska Award for

an Outstanding Active Duty Judge Advocate Assigned in Texas was presented to
U.S. Air Force Captain Ryan Hilton.
Judge/COL (ret.) Michael R. Snipes, of
Dallas, was recognized for his contributions.
In February, the first West Texas Military Law Symposium was held in Lubbock as a joint mission with Texas Tech
University School of Law. In April 2010,
at Fort Sam Houston, we held the 19th
biennial Institute on Texas Law for Military Attorneys.
Several of the CLE presentations are
posted at www.militarylawsection.com.
A Veterans’ Court Review Committee
will monitor and make a report and recommendation on applicable issues. We
continue to refine a lawyer referral service for our members. A Section liaison
will work with the State Bar Texas
Lawyers for Texas Veterans project, and
continues to support Operation Enduring Legal Assistance to Military Personnel
in cooperation with the American Bar
Association and State Bar.

✪✪✪
OIL, GAS, AND
ENERGY RESOURCES LAW
Norma R. Iacovo, Chair
The section introduced a new twoday CLE program “International Energy
Transactions,” co-sponsored by the University of Texas School of Law. It was
held in Houston in January 2010, with a
video replay in Dallas.
With the addition of the International Energy Course, the section now sponsors more than 50 hours of CLE
programming per year. OGERL began
sponsoring a summer internship program
with two students. This summer, one student intern worked in the General
Counsel’s Office of the Texas Railroad
Commission and the other in the General Counsel’s Office of the General Land
Office. OGERL will start a scholarship
program in Fall 2010 to promote the
study of oil and gas law, offering a
$1,000 scholarship at each Texas law
www.texasbar.com
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school for the student with the highest
grade in oil and gas law.
OGERL increased its membership to
more than 3,000. It continued quarterly
publication of its scholarly periodical,
the Section Report.
The Section’s Council directed its
Pattern Jury Charge Committee to
review and update existing pattern
charges to reflect recent court cases.
Revised charges recommended by the
committee will be posted on the section
website. The Council also set up a “Logo
Committee” to develop and select a section logo and will launch a contest to
elicit logo designs for the section. The
section will use the winning design, and
the designer will receive a prize. More
details can be found on the OGERL
website (www.oilgas.org).

✪✪✪
PARALEGAL DIVISION
Stephanie Hawkes, President
This year, the Paralegal Division
uploaded our “Profiling the Paralegal
Profession” video to our website,
www.txpd.org. Those who view the
video are able to receive .5 hours of
MCLE credit. The video, produced by El
Paso Community College, features several
past presidents of the division discussing
how paralegals can be utilized in various
areas of the law, certification, benefits of
the paralegal standards, and case law
covering recovery of paralegal fees.
The division continued to reach out
to paralegals across the state to provide
educational and networking opportunities. The Texas Advanced Paralegal Seminar was held in League City on Oct.
14–16. Two hundred and fifty paralegals
attended and were able to obtain 14
hours of CLE through a five-tract structure. TAPS 2010 will be in Austin on
Sept. 28–Oct. 1. This seminar will also
include several topics, which will be live
streamed for those who are unable to
attend.
We also provide free webinars to our
members each year. This year’s topics
www.texasbar.com/tbj

included intellectual property, mergers
and acquisitions, and e-discovery.
The Paralegal Handbook is being
edited for a fourth edition. West Publishing continues to publish the book and
had also made an electronic version for
the Kindle.
The Paralegal Division has also spent
this year focusing on members in outlying areas. We held our board meetings
in Amarillo and Corpus Christi and hosted networking socials to allow members
to meet board members.

✪✪✪
POVERTY LAW
Roger L. Gette, Chair
The Poverty Law Section is one of
the newest sections of the State Bar, but
is a very active one. With a membership
of more than 450, the section’s members
consist of attorneys, law professors, students, and others who either practice in
or have an active interest in poverty law.
The section offers numerous no-charge
benefits to members, including our very
popular “First Friday CLE,” a one-hour
teleconference presentation on current
topics of interest in poverty law by
experts in their areas. Past topics include
criminal law considerations in civil law
practice, strategies for dealing with foster
children who are “aging out” of care,
and recent changes in the law regarding
Medicaid eligibility. Another valuable
benefit is the Poverty Law Handbook, a
comprehensive how-to guide written by
Texas poverty law experts on areas
including real property law, subsidized
housing, public benefits, and unfair debt
collection. Section members also offer
mentoring services to pro bono attorneys
who are involved in projects by other
sections of the State Bar.
The section’s annual meeting, held
in April, not only offers an opportunity
for members to interact with one another, but also allows the section to recognize individuals who exemplify the
practice of poverty law through its annual Noble and Impact awards. The section

also prepares an e-newsletter that
provides members with an update of
section committee activities as well as
information pertinent to the practice of
poverty law. It may be accessed at
www.povertylawsection.com.

✪✪✪
PUBLIC UTILITY LAW
Gabriel Garcia, Chair
The Public Utility Law Section is
among the smallest sections of the State
Bar dedicated to the continuing education of attorneys practicing utility regulatory and transactional law. The section’s
primary event of the year is its annual
meeting and seminar, which will take
place on Aug. 27 at the AT&T Executive
Education and Conference Center in
Austin. This year’s seminar will cover the
latest developments in the rules to distribute wind power to major Texas cities;
a status report on nodal transition within
the Electric Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT); implications of shale gas
deposits for the electric market; the
future of telecommunications wireless
networks; the potential limitations of
water availability for new power generation; a preview of the 2011 sunset
review of the Texas Public Utility Commission and ERCOT; and other topics of
interest. Among the speakers confirmed
for the annual seminar are PUC Chair
Barry Smitherman and PUC Commissioners Donna Nelson and Kenneth
Anderson, who will be joined by some
of the best utility lawyers from around
the state.
The section has also been working
on revamping its website in order to provide better service to section members.
Check out the new and improved website at www.texaspublicutilitylaw.org,
where you can find links to state and
federal regulatory agencies and learn
more about this year’s seminar.

✪✪✪
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REAL ESTATE,
PROBATE & TRUST LAW
Harry W. Wolff, Jr., Chair
Over the past year, the Website
Committee completed a thorough
review of the section’s website and is
incorporating needed updates to the
website to make it easier to navigate.
The improvements should be complete
by mid-June.
The section is moving forward with a
project to fund a writing competition for
students attending Texas law schools.
This will be an annual competition covering both a real estate topic and a probate/trust topic. The author of the
winning article in each area would
receive a cash prize and the articles will
be published in the section’s Reporter.
In addition to work on the section’s
legislative package for the 2011 Legislative session, the probate and trust side of
the section continues to work with the
Texas Legislative Council on the codification of the Texas Probate Code into the
new “Estates Code.”
A committee from the real estate
side of the section was given the task to
examine the uniform assignment of rents
act proposed by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws and draft a Texas version of
the act. Over the past year, the drafting
committee has distilled the national act
into a proposed chapter for the Texas
Property Code. The Texas Assignment of
Rents act will clarify and confirm existing
law and remove the necessity for a separate assignment of rents in real estate
lending transactions. This proposal will
be submitted to the State Bar in July
for consideration in the 2011 Legislative
session.

✪✪✪
SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTIFICATION ISSUES
Christopher Walter, Chair
The Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identification Issues Section experienced
record attendance at its annual CLE and
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meeting held in conjunction with the
2009 State Bar Annual Meeting in Dallas. The section awarded its Judge Norman W. Black Award to the Hon. Steven
E. Kirkland of the 215th District Court in
Houston, for his significant contribution
to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
legal issues.
Several members attended the
National LGBT Bar Association’s Annual
Conference in New York, N.Y., bringing
back
valuable
and
cutting-edge
resources. Leadership roles and success
are not new to the section’s members.
Several members led local bar associations, civic groups, and civil rights organizations and won civil rights victories.
Frederick Barrow, chair of Council of
Chairs, appointed Christopher Walter to
serve on the Council’s Executive Committee, the first SOGII Section chair to
serve on that committee.
The council listened to its members
and determined that a new name would
more readily identify the section and its
purpose. The Council of Chairs and the
Board
of
Directors
conditionally
approved the section changing its name
to LGBT Law Section. As of the writing of
this report, the council anticipates its
members approving the name change at
its 2010 annual CLE and meeting.
Members continue to enjoy their
subscriptions to Lesbian/Gay Law Notes
11 times per year. It tracks significant
LGBT and AIDS/HIV legal developments, legislation, new court and administrative decisions, and executive actions.
Learn more about the section and its
resources
at
its
new
website,
www.lgbtlawtx.com.

✪✪✪
TAXATION
Tyree Collier, Chair
The Tax Section continued to be a
very active section over the past year.
One of our proudest accomplishments
in recent years has been the implementation of a pro bono program for pro se
litigants at the U.S. Tax Court, which has

been extremely popular with the judges
and government attorneys who handle
those cases. This year, in response to
their requests, the program was expanded to cover all tax court calendar calls in
Texas. The section’s Committee on Government Submissions prepared and submitted two significant commentaries
regarding proposed regulations or rules
this year. The section also completed its
first full fiscal year of providing its CLE
webcast library that is completely free to
Tax Section members. As of this writing,
the library contains 44 webcasts with
more than 35 CLE hours available. The
section also continued several longstanding and highly acclaimed in-person CLE
events, including the Texas Federal Tax
Institute in June, its meeting with the
Comptroller’s Office in July, the
Advanced Tax Law Course in August, the
International Tax Symposium in November, and its Property Tax Conference in
April. The Tax Section improved its electronically published newsletter, The Texas
Tax Lawyer, by including more hyperlinks. Finally, the Tax Section selected
retired Southern Methodist University
professor and dean Charles O. Galvin as
the 2010 recipient of the Outstanding
Texas Tax Lawyer award, the highest
award our section gives, which recognizes and honors recipients for their outstanding reputation, expertise, and
professionalism in the practice of tax law
in Texas.

✪✪✪
WOMEN AND THE LAW
Andrea M. Johnson, Chair
The Women and the Law Section
worked on the development of two critical educational programs:
(1) A State Bar webcast on Current
and Anticipated Changes in Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA),
which will focus on critical issues
for all working women, who usually act as principal family caregivers as well. We hope to have
the webcast scheduled for later
www.texasbar.com
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summer 2010. Council members
Teri Danish and Andrea Johnson
are involved in this event.
(2) A joint mentoring program related to assisting new women
lawyers as they begin their practice of law. This joint mentoring
program is primarily the undertaking of the Women in the Profession Committee, with input
and assistance from the Women
and the Law Section. Judy Ney
and Ronnie Harrison of the
Women and the Law Council are
coordinating our energies on this
project.
Justice Linda Reyna Yañez, of the
13th Court of Appeals, was named the
2010 Sarah T. Hughes Award winner,
recognizing an inspiring and highly distinguished law career, particularly as the
first Hispanic woman appointed to the
Texas appellate court system. The Ma’at
Justice Award was given to Alicia Key, in
light of her work as a champion of children and families as Texas Deputy Attorney General for Child Support. Both
received their awards at the State Bar
Annual Meeting on June 10. Please find
out more about us on our new website:
http://www.txwomenlawsection.org.

members. Due to the success of the
charity golf tournament, another one
will be held in connection with the
2010 Advanced Workers’ Compensation
Seminar.

✪✪✪
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
J. Craig Jett, Chair
The State Bar Criminal Justice Section
is made up of 3,158 defense lawyers,
prosecutors, and judges throughout the
state. We have grown by more than 500
members in the last year. Our council
had endeavored to work for the benefit
of all parts of the criminal justice system.
We started the year by awarding 29
scholarships to lawyers to attend the
State Bar Advanced Criminal Law
Course in Dallas. The State Bar staff
redesigned a more functional and useful
website for our members. The website
includes section news, articles on criminal law topics, CLE scheduling, links to

other criminal law organizations, and a
section for summaries of interesting
cases. In conjunction with the website,
we started sending members, by email,
monthly case summaries, titled “Interesting Cases.” We sent each member two
laminated “cheat sheets” on the Texas
Rules of Evidence and lesser-included
offenses. These “cheat sheets” are a
great reference tool for the lawyer or
judge in trial.
The section also reached out beyond
the legal community. We have updated
the State Bar’s Criminal Justice Pamphlet, which provides valuable information to the lay public about the criminal
justice system. The pamphlet was updated by Rockwall County District Attorney
Kenda Culpepper and her assistants. We
extend many thanks to them. In
response to the terrible devastation
caused by the earthquake in Haiti, the
Criminal Justice Section donated
$20,000 to the Bush/Clinton Relief Fund
for Haiti. ✪

✪✪✪
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
Barbara Lombrano-Williamson, Chair
The Workers’ Compensation Section
has been busy this year improving on its
communication to members. The section is in the process of establishing a
section webpage. We also implemented
a section list serve and sent numerous
blast emails for notice of current happenings.
The section co-sponsored the 2009
State Bar Advanced Workers’ Compensation Seminar. In connection with the
seminar, the first annual charity golf
tournament was held. Money was raised
for five charities, which have a direct
connection with some of our section
www.texasbar.com/tbj
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