
I Spy... 

I Spy... 

Susan B. 

Anthony 
(1820-1906)  

SUSAN B. ANTHONY spent over 50 years of her life 

working for the cause of equal rights for women because she 

lived during the time when women had no voice in 

government. Anthony was born in Massachusetts and went 

to school in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. As a young woman, 

she experienced prejudice because she was female. She 

became convinced that things wouldn’t improve until 

women were given the right to vote. In 1851, she met 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and together they led the effort for 

women’s right to vote.  Anthony made speeches all over the 

country and from 1869-1906, she appeared each year before 

every U.S. Congress asking that an amendment be added to 

the Constitution to guarantee a woman’s right to vote.  

Unfortunately, Susan B. Anthony died before the 19th 

Amendment was adopted in 1920.  

442nd  Infantry 

Regiment 
(1943-1946)  

THE 442nd INFANTRY REGIMENT was an all Japanese- 

American regiment of the U.S. Army that served bravely in 

World War II.  After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 

1941, Japanese Americans were detained in internment 

camps in the western U.S. because of fears they might be 

disloyal to the United States.  Despite this unfair treatment, 

many Japanese American men volunteered for military 

service when the 442nd regiment was formed.  They fought 

in Europe and became one of the most highly decorated 

units of WWII. They were known as “The Purple Heart” 

Battalion because so many of them were injured or killed in 

battle.  The 442nd also rescued the “Lost Battalion”, a Texas 

Guard unit surrounded by the German Army in 1944. The 

heroism and conduct of the members of the 442nd helped 

counter discrimination against Japanese-Americans after the 

war.  
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Ruby Bridges 
(1954- ) 

RUBY BRIDGES was born in Mississippi and later moved to 
New Orleans with her family.  In 1960 African-American 
children and white children attended separate schools.  
When Ruby was old enough to go to school, her family 
volunteered her to attend an all-white elementary school.  
Federal marshals escorted Ruby to school to protect her 
from angry people who did not want her to attend the 
school. Sadly, all the white children stayed home from 
school that day because their parents didn’t want them to 
go to school with an African-American.  Ruby was the only 
child in her class with her teacher, and every day she faced 
angry mobs of people when she walked to and from school.  
Eventually, white children returned to the school.  Ruby 
Bridges was a brave young lady who helped advance the 
civil rights movement and end segregation in schools. 

Neil Armstrong 
(1930-2012) 

NEIL ARMSTRONG was born in Ohio.  As a child, he drew 
and built his own airplane models. He earned his pilot’s 
license when he was 16.  Armstrong was called to duty in 
the Navy during the Korean War.  He flew 78 combat 
missions and earned three medals for courage and bravery. 
After the war was over, Armstrong finished college and then 
became a test pilot for the Navy.  He became an astronaut 
in 1959.  He flew the Gemini 8 mission, and his quick 
thinking prevented a disaster.  Armstrong was selected to be 
the commander of the Apollo 11 mission which would land 
a man on the moon and was the first human to step on the 
surface of the moon.  His first words on landing there are 
famous today: “That’s one small step for man, one giant 
leap for mankind.”  Armstrong retired from NASA in 1971 
and moved back to a farm in Ohio where he had grown up.  
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Amelia Earhart 
(1897-1937) 

AMELIA EARHART was somewhat of a tomboy while 
growing up in Kansas. During World War I, she served as a 
nurse and took her first airplane ride in 1920. After that 
flight, she said, “As soon as we left the ground, I knew I 
myself had to fly.” After Amelia took her first flying lessons, 
she bought her own plane and then achieved many “firsts.” 
After breaking the woman’s altitude record in 1922, she 
became famous when she was the first female passenger to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean in a plane. In 1932 Earhart was the 
first woman to fly alone (solo) across the Atlantic Ocean. 
She also became the first person to fly solo from California 
to Hawaii and from Los Angeles to Mexico City. Amelia 
Earhart’s last flight was in 1937 when she attempted to fly 
around the world. She and her navigator were never heard 
from again. Numerous searches failed to locate them or the 
plane.  

César Chavez 
(1927-1993)  

CÉSAR CHAVEZ devoted his life to fighting for the rights 

of migrants. When he was a child, his family lost their farm 

during the Great Depression. They went to California to find 

work, joining thousands of other migrant workers who 

traveled from farm to farm picking fruit and vegetables. 

Migrant families didn’t have permanent homes and were 

usually without electricity and running water. During this 

time, Chavez attended over 30 different elementary schools. 

After serving in the Navy, he returned to California to work 

in the fields once again. Becoming concerned about the poor 

working conditions and low pay for migrant workers, 

Chavez began registering Mexican American farm workers 

so they could vote. After organizing the National Farm 

Workers Association in 1962, he led successful boycotts to 

support migrants’ causes.  
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HECTOR P. GARCIA was a physician, decorated war 

veteran, and civil rights leader.  In 1917 Garcia’s family 

came to Texas to escape the Mexican Revolution. Garcia 

graduated from the University of Texas and became a 

medical doctor.  During World War II, Dr. Garcia served in 

the Army and was awarded a Bronze Star and 6 Battle Stars. 

After the war, he returned to practice medicine in Texas and 

founded the American GI Forum to help Mexican-American 

veterans.  The Forum fought discrimination in education, 

housing, health care, and helped pay poll taxes so more 

Mexican-Americans could register and vote.  As he fought 

for the rights of Mexican-Americans by peaceful means, his 

life was threatened. Dr. Garcia was the first Mexican-

American to serve on the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 

and the first Mexican-American to receive the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom.  
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Hector P. Garcia 
(1914-1996)  

Benjamin 

Franklin 
(1706-1790)  

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was a printer, inventor, 

politician, founding father and good citizen. He was born in 

Boston and only went to school one year and then worked as 

a printer’s helper for his brother, James. At the age of 

seventeen, he ran away from Boston. By the age of twenty-

four, Ben owned his own print shop and newspaper in 

Philadelphia. He assisted his community by helping 

establish the postal service and starting the fire department. 

As a scientist, Franklin invented bifocals, a furnace stove 

called the “Franklin Stove,” and the lightning rod. Benjamin 

Franklin also helped develop our nation as a member of the 

Second Continental Congress. He attended the 

Constitutional Convention, helped write parts of the 

Declaration of Independence and Constitution, helped 

negotiate treaties, and was Minister to France.  



I Spy... 

I Spy... 

John Hancock 
(1737-1793)  

JOHN HANCOCK was raised in colonial Massachusetts. As an 
adult, he publicly spoke out against the British Stamp Act 
and reminded Americans about the deaths the British 
caused at the Boston Massacre. The British government 
offered large rewards for the capture of several patriot 
leaders, including Hancock. Hancock attended the First 
Continental Congress and in 1775 was elected President of 
the Continental Congress. He was the first man to sign the 
Declaration of Independence in July of 1776, and wrote his 
signature in large script at the center of the document. 
Hancock served as the first Governor of Massachusetts and 
died while serving his ninth term as governor. He was 
known for his patriotism and dedication to the American 
cause of independence. 

Raul Gonzalez 
(1940-)  

RAUL GONZALEZ, the son of migrant farm workers from 
Mexico, grew up in Weslaco.  As a child, he worked in the 
fields with his parents.  His mother stressed the importance 
of education and encouraged Gonzalez to finish school and 
go to college.  He graduated from the University of Texas, 
and while he was a student there, he was active in the civil 
rights movement of the 1960’s.  He received his law degree 
in 1966 from the University of Houston Law School.  In 1978 
Governor Dolph Briscoe appointed Gonzalez as a judge for 
the 103rd Judicial District.  Next, Governor Bill Clements 
appointed him to the 13th Court of Appeals.  Then, in 1984 
Governor Mark White appointed him to the Texas Supreme 
Court where he served from 1984 to 1998.  Gonzalez was 
the first Hispanic member of the court.  An elementary 
school in Weslaco is named for him.  
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Sam Houston 
(1793-1863)  

SAM HOUSTON was born in Virginia but moved to 
Tennessee with his family after his father died in 1807. He 
ran away from home two years later and lived with the 
Cherokee Indians who called him “The Raven.” At age 18, he 
left the Indians and started a school.  Sam Houston served 
in the military during the War of 1812 but left the army to 
study law. He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1823 and 
then became Governor of Tennessee. He moved to Texas in 
1832 and immediately became involved in the Texas fight 
for independence. As major general of the Texas army, 
Houston’s forces defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of San 
Jacinto on April 21, 1836. Houston was the first President of 
the Republic of Texas, and once Texas became part of the 
United States, he served in Congress and was later elected 
Governor.  

Thomas 

Jefferson 
(1743-1826)  

THOMAS JEFFERSON was the author of the Declaration 

of Independence and the Virginia Statute for Religious 

Freedom, the third President of the U.S., and the founder of 

the University of Virginia. He was born in Virginia and 

attended the College of William and Mary. When he was 21, 

Jefferson inherited land from his father on which he built his 

home, Monticello. He practiced law and was a member of 

the House of Burgesses. In 1776, as a member of the 

Continental Congress, Thomas Jefferson was asked to write 

the Declaration of Independence. He served as the first 

Secretary of State when George Washington was President 

and also as Vice President under President John Adams. 

Thomas Jefferson was elected President in 1801, and he 

served 2 terms. During his presidency, the United States 

bought the Louisiana Territory, and the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition took place.  
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Wallace 
Jefferson 

(1963-)  

WALLACE JEFFERSON has made Texas history three times. 
He was the first African American Justice appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Texas, the first African American 
appointed as Chief Justice, and one of the first two African 
Americans elected to the Court.  Chief Justice Jefferson was 
raised in San Antonio, Texas.   His father was a major in the 
Air Force. Some of Chief Justice Jefferson’s ancestors were 
slaves. He graduated from James Madison College at 
Michigan State University and the University of Texas School 
of Law.  After working at a San Antonio law firm, he founded 
his own appellate law firm with Tom Crofts and Sharon 
Gallaway. By the age of 35, he had argued and won two 
cases before the United States Supreme Court.  This has 
only been accomplished by less than one per cent of 
lawyers in the country.  Chief Justice Jefferson has received 
many honors during his life. 

Barbara Jordan 
(1936-1996)  

BARBARA JORDAN was the first African American elected to 
the Texas Senate.  She grew up in Houston where she 
attended public schools. She graduated from Texas 
Southern University and received her law degree from 
Boston University. After graduating, she opened a law 
practice in Houston, working out of her parents’ home 
because she didn’t have much money. While helping 
register African American voters, Barbara Jordan became 
interested in running for public office. After serving in the 
Texas Senate, she later was the first African American 
woman to be elected from a southern state to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Jordan was also the first woman 
and first African American to give a keynote speech at the 
Democratic National Convention. After serving 3 terms in 
Congress, she retired and taught at the University of Texas.  
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Abraham 
Lincoln 
(1809-1865)  

ABRAHAM LINCOLN was born in a log cabin in Kentucky. 
While Abe was growing up, he loved to read, but his father 
didn’t like for Abe to read, so much because he needed help 
on the farm. Lincoln began studying law on his own when 
he was 21, and in 1832 he ran for the state legislature. He 
was defeated in that election, but was later elected in 1834. 
In 1846 Lincoln was elected to the U.S. Congress. In 1860 he 
became the 16th President of the United States, and the 
family moved to Washington, D. C. The Civil War started in 
1861, and in the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 Lincoln 
proclaimed that all slaves in the states of the Confederacy 
were freed.    John Wilkes Booth shot Lincoln on April 14, 
1865 at Ford’s Theater in Washington. Lincoln is best known 
for his position on slavery and his leadership during the Civil 
War.  

Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
(1929-1968)  

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., was told as a child that his white 
friends couldn’t play with him because he was African 
American. During this time, many African Americans were 
treated unfairly. Martin was an excellent student. He 
graduated from high school two years early and began 
college at the age of 15. After becoming a minister, he 
married Coretta Scott. His first church was in Montgomery, 
Alabama, where Rosa Parks, an African American, refused to 
move out of the “Whites Only” section of a bus and was 
arrested. Martin Luther King led a protest, always using 
peaceful ways to get unfair laws changed rather than using 
violence. He led many marches for freedom and in 1963 led 
a huge march of 200,000 people in Washington, D.C., where 
he gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. He received 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and was assassinated four 
years later.  
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Thurgood 
Marshall 

(1918-1993) 

THURGOOD MARSHALL was our nation’s first African 
American Supreme Court Justice and a leader in the civil 
rights movement. Born in Baltimore to an interracial family, 
he knew what it was like to be discriminated against in 
housing, education, and jobs. He believed all people were 
created equal, and fought for new protections for women, 
children, prisoners, and the homeless. Attorney Thurgood 
Marshall represented Rosa Parks, the African American who 
refused to move to the back of the bus at the beginning of 
the civil rights movement. He also represented Linda Brown 
in the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas case. 
The Supreme Court ruling ended separate schools for 
African Americans and Anglos. Marshall was appointed to 
the U. S. Supreme Court in 1967.  

Navajo Code 

Talkers 
(1942-1945)  

THE NAVAJO CODE TALKERS were men of the Navajo 

tribe in Arizona who helped the United States Marines 

achieve victory in the Pacific during World War II.  The 

Navajo language is a complex spoken language understood 

only by members of the Navajo tribe. The Navajo men 

recruited to join the Marines developed a code and 

dictionary of military terms from their language. They used 

this code to send vital military information by radio or 

telephone during battles. The code was never broken by the 

Japanese and remained a secret even after the end of the war. 

Code Talkers were used in every major Marine battle in the 

Pacific, and the men performed bravely and courageously. 

The Navajo Code Talkers did not receive recognition for 

their service until 1992, when they were honored for their 

patriotism at a ceremony at the Pentagon.  
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Irma Lerma 
Rangel 
(1931-2003) 

IRMA LERMA RANGEL was born in Kingsville, Texas. Even 
when she was young, she realized that education and hard 
work were very important. She wanted to make life better 
for Mexican Americans in Texas. Rangel graduated from 
college and became a teacher. After teaching in South Texas, 
Venezuela and California, she decided to become a lawyer. 
She graduated from St. Mary’s School of Law in San Antonio  
in 1969, a time when it was unusual for Hispanic women to 
earn a college degree. She had a successful law practice in 
her hometown of Kingsville until 1993. In 1976, Rangel 
became the first Mexican American woman elected to serve 
in the Texas House of Representatives, an office she held for 
26 years. The Texas laws that she helped to develop 
emphasized education and opportunities for men and 
women of all races.  

Barack Obama 
(1961- ) 

Barack Obama, born in 1961 in Hawaii, was elected the 44th 

President of the United States in 2008 and then reelected in 

2012.  This election marked the first time in U.S. history that 

an African American was elected to this high office. 

President Obama graduated from Columbia University and 

received his law degree from Harvard University.  After 

graduation, he returned to Chicago where he practiced as a 

civil rights attorney and served as a community organizer.  

He later became a  constitutional law professor at the 

University of Chicago.  Entering politics, he first was elected 

in 1996 as a member of the Illinois House of Representatives.    

In 2004 he became a United States Senator from Illinois.  

After his inauguration in 2009, he became one of the few 

American presidents to be the recipient of the Nobel Peace 

Prize.   
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Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

(1884-1962)  

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT was raised by her grandmother 
because both of her parents died when she was young. She 
married Franklin Delano Roosevelt who became President 
of the United States. As First Lady, she had her own radio 
program and wrote a newspaper column. When President 
Roosevelt was paralyzed with polio, Eleanor traveled around 
the country gathering information to help him make 
informed decisions. During the Great Depression, Eleanor 
supported programs for youth employment and helped the 
poor. She fought for civil rights for African Americans and 
for women’s rights. During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt 
visited American soldiers all over the World. She served as a 
delegate to the United Nations and chairperson of the 
Commission on Human Rights. Eleanor was called the "First 
Lady of the World” because she dedicated her entire life to 
others.  

George  
Washington 

(1732-1799)  

GEORGE WASHINGTON was the first President of the 
United States. Born on a Virginia plantation, he learned at 
an early age to be a gentleman, mind his manners, and 
always be truthful. He was interested in two things – the 
military and exploring untamed lands in the west. By 1759, 
Washington had his own plantation named Mount Vernon 
and was married to Martha Custis. When the Second 
Continental Congress met in 1775, George Washington was 
named commander in chief of the Continental Army. The 
American Revolution lasted six years, but the Continental 
Army defeated the British, and the United States became an 
independent nation. George Washington served as 
chairman of the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and was 
elected the first President of the United States. In 1799 he  
died at Mount Vernon. 


