
Weather-delayed Events Rescheduled — Hazardous travel conditions caused the postponement last month of
the Litigation Section’s annual Litigation Update. The seminar has been rescheduled for Feb. 15-16 at Cityplace
Conference Center in Dallas. As a convenience to registrants, the conference will be webcast live in its entirety for
those who are unable to attend in person.

The Council of Chairs’ postponed meeting has been rescheduled for Friday, Feb. 23. The meeting will take place
via video conference from the Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio offices of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel and
from the Texas Law Center in Austin. Council members can also participate by teleconference. The meeting will
begin at 10 a.m and conclude by noon. More information will be forthcoming on the COC listserve and by mail.   

Legislative Process Webcast — On Jan. 24, TexasBarCLE presented a two-hour webcast, “The Texas
Legislative Process: What Every Lawyer Should Know.” There were nearly 200 registrants, which suggests the
Legislature will be better advised and counseled during its current legislative session. Topics included the leg-
islative process, the new margins tax, Texas ethics law, and a panel discussion on key legislative issues for the
80th Legislature. If you missed the webcast, it will be available in the Online Classroom in mid-March.

Friday Update Statistics — One month into the legislative session, the State Bar’s legislative e-newsletter, the
Friday Update, is attracting new readers each week. The Feb. 2 edition was sent to 4,583 subscribers, with 99
percent of the deliveries successful. It was opened by 53 percent of recipients. (One person opted out after
receiving it.) Each person who opened the Friday Update did so an average of 1.7 times. The links were
clicked by 21 percent of unique subscribers. The most popular links were to the list of committee assignments
(44 percent of the clicked links), the House committee schedule (14 percent), and the Senate hearing archive
(12 percent). The update was forwarded to someone else by 134 subscribers. To subscribe to the Friday
Update or access the archive of previous editions, please visit www.texasbar.com/fridayupdate.

Grisham Donates Fee to Legal Services Internships — Bestselling author John Grisham, who will be the
featured speaker at the Thursday lunch during this year’s State Bar Annual Meeting in San Antonio, has
donated his honorarium to the Texas Access to Justice Commission’s Summer Internship Program. Two
interns from each of the nine Texas law schools will be placed in academic internships with civil legal servic-
es providers in East Texas, South Texas, and El Paso. 

State of the Judiciary — Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson will deliver the State of the
Judiciary address on Feb. 20, at 11 a.m., in the House Chamber. 

State Bar Election — Bios of State Bar President-elect candidates Harper Estes of Midland and Mark Osborn
of El Paso and information about the online election timeline are available at www.texasbar.com/election.

Minority Director Search — Interviews to select minority directors to serve on the State Bar Board of
Directors were held on Jan. 19. The search committee submitted four names to Martha Dickie, who will fol-
low up with each candidate before selecting two of them to fill minority director slots.
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M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

The mission of the State Bar of Texas is to support the administration of the legal system,

assure all citizens equal access to justice, foster high standards of ethical conduct for

lawyers, support and provide services to its members, enable its members to better

serve their clients and the public, and educate the public about the rule of law.

New Finance Division Director — Controller Cheryl Howell has been named the State Bar’s new Finance
Division Director, succeeding Sheryle Patterson. Howell was selected following an interview process that
included State Bar directors Michael Connelly, Bill Kroger, and Michelle Cheng.

Building Update — Floors P1, 1, and 2 of the Texas Law Center have been cleared of everything that isn’t
nailed down in preparation for the start of construction work. Final space plans for Floors 3 through 6 were
shared with employees during a staff meeting last week and posted in the employee break area.

Member Benefits — The State Bar of Texas Insurance Trust has received the most hits on the revamped State
Bar Member Benefits web page. For more information, go to www.texasbar.com/memberbenefits.

Lawyer Advertising CLE — The Advertising Review Department is back on the road offering free CLE pre-
sentations. Gene Major, director of Advertising Review, recently presented the Advertising Rules CLE (accred-
ited for one hour ethics and one hour participatory hours) to the Katy Bar Association. Other recent presen-
tations include to the Victoria Bar Association and the Woodlands Bar association. For more information or
to schedule a presentation, contact Gene Major at (800)204-2222, Ext. 1503 or gene.major@texasbar.com.

Child Abuse and Neglect Committee — In 2006, the Child Abuse and Neglect Committee produced and
distributed more than 2,000 DVD copies of “When Babies Cry.” The 13-minute video features information
about Shaken Baby Syndrome, including its cause, effects, and detection. The DVD was distributed around
the state to hospitals, caregivers, school nurses, community groups, judicial conferences, district attorneys, and
child- and family-advocacy groups. The committee is working on a version in Spanish.

Law Practice Management — Planning to Conquer the Real World of Private Practice, a half-day program
the Law Practice Managment Program, the Law Practice Management Committee, and the Law Student
Division present to law students and recently licensed attorneys, will take place Feb. 10 at Baylor Law School. 

Guardianship Manual — The 2006 supplement to the Texas Guardianship Manual is now available. All
Texas case citations are linked to a PDF file of the case and to an online version of the CaseMaker Web
Library. The CD-ROM also contains the full text of the Texas Probate Code. For information on obtaining
bulk entity licenses, contact Laura Angle at (800)204-2222, Ext. 1402 or langle@texasbar.com.

Gavel Awards Deadline — The State Bar Public Affairs Committee presents the Texas Gavel Awards to rec-
ognize journalistic excellence that helps foster public understanding of our legal and judicial system.
Nominations are due Feb. 15 by 5 p.m. Visit www.texasbar.com/media or call (800)204-2222, Ext. 1713.

TYLA Cancer Guide — TYLA’s Legal Guide for Cancer Patients has been posted to the websites of the Texas
Cancer Coalition, Texas Medical Association, Nurse Oncology Education Program, and Texas Law Help.
More than 2,000 PDF versions of the guide have been downloaded from TYLA’s website and more than 2,000
hard copies have been distributed. The guide will be featured in the March issue of the Texas Bar Journal.
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