
Commission for Lawyer Discipline Annual Report — If you didn’t pick up a copy of the Commission for
Lawyer Discipline Annual Report at the Corpus Christi board meeting (or if you want to share the report
with a colleague), the report is available to download at www.texasbar.com/cdc. On Dec. 13, from 10 a.m.
until noon, the commission will partner with TexasBarCLE and TYLA to produce a live webcast,
“Understanding the Grievance Process.” The panelists include Chief Disciplinary Counsel John Neal and for-
mer Commission for Lawyer Discipline Chair Mark White.

Economic Surveys — The State Bar Department of Research and Analysis has released its latest batch of eco-
nomic surveys, which detail the hourly rates Texas lawyers charge and 2005 income for private practitioners,
corporate/in-house counsel, and government lawyers. All four reports are available at
www.texasbar.com/research.

Committee Objectives Posted — As required by board policy, State Bar standing committees are required to
report their goals and objectives for the current year. This year’s reports have been collected and published
online at www.texasbar.com/committees.

Marketing Award — At the National Association of Bar Executives (NABE) Communications Workshop in
Albuquerque, N.M., the State Bar of Texas received a Luminary Award for “Excellence in Marketing.” The
award recognized a media kit, designed last year, targeted toward current and potential advertisers in the Texas
Bar Journal and on TexasBar.com. Advertising revenue is up for both the magazine and the website this year.  

Pro Bono Summit — The Access to Justice Commission’s Corporate Counsel Committee held an Austin Pro
Bono Summit in conjunction with the Association of Corporate Counsel meeting on Oct. 5. The event fol-
lowed pro bono summits in Houston and Dallas last year. The purpose of the summits is to educate in-house
counsel about the need for pro bono volunteers and the opportunities and support available to corporate
counsel who want to volunteer.

Customer Service — Due to the upcoming renovations to the Texas Law Center, we have informed organi-
zations that use meeting rooms in the building that space will not be available for several months beginning
in November. Efforts are underway to identify alternative meeting space for State Bar meetings that will be
held during that time.

Budget Update — State Bar managers submitted their budget packets to the Finance Division on Friday. The
division will input the data into its accounting software to begin analyzing the data for the Budget
Committee’s consideration.

Ineligible to Practice List — On Oct. 17, an email was sent to various state, county, and local courts remind-
ing them that they can find information about attorneys not eligible to practice law on the State Bar website.
Attorneys on the list include those who have been suspended for disciplinary or administrative reasons, are
inactive, or are MCLE non-practicing. The list is updated on a daily basis and can help courts find quick, use-
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M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

The mission of the State Bar of Texas is to support the administration of the legal system,

assure all citizens equal access to justice, foster high standards of ethical conduct for

lawyers, support and provide services to its members, enable its members to better

serve their clients and the public, and educate the public about the rule of law.

ful information about attorneys on their dockets. The “not eligible to practice” list can be found at www.tex-
asbar.com/ineligible. Questions about the list can be directed to the State Bar Membership Department at
(800)204-2222, Ext. 1812.

TLAP On the Road — Ann Foster has been invited to speak as part of a panel discussion, “High Risk/High
Stakes Student Problems: New Approaches Inside and Outside the classroom for Addressing Substance
Abuse, Gambling, and other Self-destructive Student Behaviors,” during the annual conference of the
Association of American Law Schools in Washington, D.C.

Law Center Update — Bid packets have been distributed to seven potential general contractors for the next
phase of Law Center reconstruction. This step will include renovation of the “P1” parking/archives/mail-
room/reproduction level, and floors 1 and 2. Responses, which are due on Nov. 7, will be reviewed prior to
selection of one general contractor. Start date will be determined by the negotiations — the earlier the bet-
ter! — with project duration estimated at about 14 weeks. Meanwhile, we have a two-day “clean-up” period
for staff to eliminate as much excess material as possible going on this week.

Winning with Stories — The Texas Bar Journal will feature an excerpt from noted trial attorney Jim Perdue’s
book Winning with Stories in its November issue. TexasBarBooks will offer a holiday discount on bulk pur-
chases of the book, as well as Perdue’s other popular titles, I Remember Atticus and Who Will Speak for the
Victim? These books make great holiday gifts for the lawyer who has everything!

Paying Tribute — Xavier Medina, a sole practitioner in Austin, was honored at a dinner on Oct. 11 in Austin
for his service on the Grievance Oversight Committee. On Sept. 28, members of the Supreme Court of Texas,
the Grievance Oversight Committee, the Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel, and the Texas Center for
Legal Ethics and Professionalism paid tribute to three members of the Board of Disciplinary Appeals who have
retired after six years of service to the board: James S. Frost of Seguin (who served as chair), S. Jack Balagia,
Jr. of Houston, and Kathy J. Owen of Dallas.

Council of Chairs Meeting Date — The January 2007 Council of Chairs meeting has been rescheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2007, at the Texas Law Center.

By the Numbers — In August, TexasBar.com had more than 90,000 unique visitors, its highest monthly
total. In September, the Texas Law Center staff handled more than 21,000 telephone inquiries. The approx-
imate breakdown:

32 percent — Lawyer Referral and Information Service (LRIS); 22 percent — Membership; 14 percent —
MCLE; 10 percent — Client-Attorney Assistance Program (CAAP); 9 percent — TexasBarCLE and
TexasBarCLE.com; 8 percent — General Inquiries; and 5 percent — Sales Desk, Advertising Review, and
TexasBar.com.

The average caller wait time was 1 minute or less, with 75 percent of calls answered within 40 seconds. 
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