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Good Tools for Trial Lawyers
Kudos to Richard J. Plezia on his

article, “Shifting Costs Under the Texas
and Federal Rules,” in the October
2012 Texas Bar Journal. The Texas
Offer of Settlement Rule and the dis-
tinction with the Federal Rule of
Offer of Judgment is well written and
helpful. In fact, both rules should be a
tool of advocacy in every trial lawyer’s
toolbox, both plaintiff and defendant.

J. Alexander Johnson
Southfield, MI

Attorney‘s Fees Hypertechnical
I think that the October 2012

Texas Bar Journal, devoted to the sub-

ject of attorney’s fees, is the first issue
of TBJ that I did not read from back
to front. Thank you for an exception-
ally good read and a “keeper.” Unfor-
tunately, however, the entire subject
has become far too hypertechnical,
making a hard and risky job that much
harder and riskier. Perhaps the Texas
Supreme Court would like to create a
library of “safe harbor” fee agreements
for members of the Bar?

Donald W. Dickson II
Austin

Office Conferences Valuable
The comments by in-house counsel

(in the October 2012 Texas Bar Journal)
included a pointer about not billing

for office conferences. Recently, one of
my colleagues and I each spent about
$500 of time in a conference that prob-
ably saved the client at least $10,000
of time spent researching and trying
out/discarding arguments, not to men-
tion the intangible value of having the
arguments my partner ended up with
closely scrutinized and debated. I have
no problem not having those valuable
conferences and billing in-house coun-
sel the $10,000 if they demand that I
run my law practice that way. Person-
ally, I consider office conferences one
of the most valuable and efficient
things lawyers can do for their clients.

Jim Parker
Austin

end letters by first-class mail to Managing Editor, Texas Bar Journal, P.O. Box 12487, Austin, TX 78711-2487; by overnight mail to Managing Editor,
Texas Bar Journal, 1414 Colorado, Austin, TX 78701-1627; by fax to (512) 427-4107; or by email to tbj@texasbar.com. Letters should be no more than
250 words and may be edited for length and style.S

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

At the end of the day...
Who’s Really Watching Your Firm’s 401(k)?

And, what is it costing you?

YES NO
Does your firm’s 401(k) feature 
no out-of-pocket fees?

Does your firm’s 401(k) include professional
investment fiduciary services?

Is your firm’s 401(k) subject to quarterly 
reviews by an independent board of directors?

If you answered no to any of these questions,
contact the ABA Retirement Funds Program
by phone (866) 812-1510, on the web at
www.abaretirement.com or by email
contactus@abaretirement.com to learn how
we keep a close watch over your 401(k).

C12-0201-010 (2/12)

The American Bar Association Members/Northern Trust Collective Trust (the “Collective Trust”) has filed a registration
statement (including the prospectus therein (the “Prospectus”)) with the Securities and Exchange Commission for the
offering of Units representing pro rata beneficial interests in the collective investment funds established under the
Collective Trust. The Collective Trust is a retirement program sponsored by the ABA Retirement Funds in which lawyers
and law firms who are members or associates of the American Bar Association, most state and local bar associations
and their employees and employees of certain organizations related to the practice of law are eligible to participate.
Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling (866) 812-1510, by visiting the website of the ABA Retirement
Funds Program at www.abaretirement.com or by writing to ABA Retirement Funds, P.O. Box 5142, Boston, MA 02206-
5142. This communication shall not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy, or a request of the
recipient to indicate an interest in, Units of the Collective Trust, and is not a recommendation with respect to any of the
collective investment funds established under the Collective Trust. Nor shall there be any sale of the Units of the
Collective Trust in any state or other jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to the
registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such state or other jurisdiction. The Program is available
through the State Bar of Texas as a member benefit.  However, this does not constitute an offer to purchase, and is in
no way a recommendation with respect to, any security that is available through the Program.

State Bar of Texas members
are eligible whether or not
they are members of the
American Bar Association.
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